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We can't wish away climate change
[No podemos ignorar el cambio 
climático]
Al Gore, Clar’n, 02-03-10

Scientists have discovered that pollution 
from man-made global warming traps the 
sun's heat and increases atmospheric 
temperatures. !e quantity of these 
contaminants has increased rapidly with 
the burning of coal, oil, natural gas and 
f o r e s t s . O v e r t h e s a m e p e r i o d 
temperatures have also been increasing. 
Practically every ice-covered region in the 
world is melting, and sea levels are 
increasing. Stronger and more destructive 
hurricanes are predicted, although their 
number will probably fall. Droughts will 
last longer and be more severe in many 
continental regions, whilst at the same 
time "ooding will worsen. !e ability to 
forecast rain and temperatures is being 
disrupted, which poses a threat to 
agriculture. !e rate of species extinction 
is rising to dangerous levels. While there 
have been signi#cant initiatives by many 
actors, our civilisation is still unable to 
stop the increase in these emissions; still 
less reduce them. Public officials must 
face  up to the challenge and do what is 
required; and the people must demand 
that they do it…or replace them.

Internet power struggle
[Lucha de poder en Internet]
Timothy Garton Ash, El País, 30-03-10

!e ba%le of Google versus China is a 
de#ning moment for our times: the global 
so& power of the US Internet company 
face to face with the hard, territorial 
power of the Chinese state. Google has 
decided to abandon censorship and has 
moved the base of its Chinese search 
engine to Hong Kong, meaning that in the 
short term even less information is ge%ing 
through to Chinese citizens because of 
their government’s great #rewal l . 
However, in the long term this will mean 
that Chinese users are going to realise the 
magnitude of the censorship they are 
subjected to and the distortion of the 
information at their disposal. It could be 
that these #lters (patriotic, puritanical and 
ideological) seem like a good thing to 
some citizens, just as happens in 
democratic countries, such as the USA 
itself. !e impartiality of the BBC is being 
lost and both author itar ian and 
democratic states have problems with 
freedom of information. !ere are four 
models of information supply: (1) !e 
State decides what I can see and that’s #ne 
with me; (2) the servers select what I can 
see and that’s #ne with me; (3) I want to 
be free to see whatever I want; (4) 
everybody has to have the freedom to see 
what they want, except for certain  things 
speci#ed in explicit, global regulations 
internationally respected by states, 
companies and Internet users. Right now 
we have a combination of (1) and (2). 
Technological advances are taking us ever 
closer to (3) whether we like it or not, and 
for now (4) is a dream we have to aspire 
to.
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Abortion, a crime or a tragedy?
[aborto, ¿crimen o tragedia?]
Hernan Patiño Mayer, La Naci—n, 01-04-10

“Abortion is not a crime: it is much more than that. It is a tragedy with multiple 
victims for which many are responsible [...] It is an absolute tragedy, of which nobody 
could be or feel a bene#ciary”. And that's why the author, believing himself to be part 
of the same value system as the Catholic world, feels justi#ed in disagreeing with 
those protesting against the decriminalisation of this practice. !e defence of its penal 
classi#cation is nothing more, on many occasions, than an expression of comfortable 
hypocrisy: people will not stop having abortions for fear of legal sanction. He also 
points out the “"agrant contradiction between those who declare themselves 
defenders of life and, at the same time, oppose public policies aimed at preventing 
unwanted pregnancies”. Removing abortion from the Criminal Code and shi&ing 
responsibility for its prevention onto society as a whole and its institutions is a call to 
consciences difficult to bear and respond to.
_________________________________________________________

Remembering the death of Terri Schiavo
Cathy Ruse, !e Washington Times, 30-03-10

On the occasion of the #&h anniversary of the death of Terri Schiavo, the author tries 
to clear up some of the confusion that, in her opinion, obstructed honesty and clarity 
in the debate that followed a judge’s order to withdraw feeding and water from the 
young North American woman. Terri was a woman with severe disabilities, but she 
was not terminally ill or in a coma, as she was depicted on many occasions during the 
weeks the media controversy lasted. But she could not feed herself. !e media and 
polls conducted at the time wanted to convince public opinion that this was a “right to 
die” case, which is, for the author, a clear distortion of the facts and the true notions of 
freedom (reducing it to a radical individualism that makes every other person a threat 
to your liberty and, therefore, makes them your enemy). “Terri Schiavo was entrusted 
to her family, her husband, to all of us as her human family. Food and water provided 
her nourishment and comfort, so we were bound to see them as part of what we owed 
to her and owe to all people who are helpless and in our care. Here is someone who 
died because she did not receive the basic health care she deserved”.
_________________________________________________________

Challenges for the right to abortion
[Retos del derecho al aborto]
Santiago Barambio, Pœblico, 29-03-10

We must keep in mind the difficulties in applying the future law of abortion in Spain. 
Doctors do not normally want to carry out abortions, not only because they have 
conscientious objections, but also because it is not part of their career plan. 
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Also in some advice centres difficulties are being placed in the way of applying the 
new law, and sexual education centres have already been removed or replaced by the 
anti-abortion centres of religious groups. Moving beyond the abortion regulations, it 
is necessary to see that terminating a pregnancy is a social healthcare practice that 
includes both health and social aspects. All these aspects have to be treated one by one 
by professionals from various #elds, with experience and without moral prejudgment. 
!erefore specialist units have to be set up and maintained, otherwise a woman's 
decision would be trivialised, she would be blamed and could be harmed.
_________________________________________________________

!e dignity of the patient and respect for weakness
[La dignidad del enfermo y el respeto a la debilidad]
Manuel González Barón, ABC, 25-03-10

!e fundamental difference between the importance that is every creature’s due and 
the incomparable nobility of humankind is his unalterable character as an end in 
himself which means it is difficult to treat him exclusively as a means. Everybody, 
whatever faults or defects they have, makes a unique and unrepeatable contribution to 
the universe, making them radically irreplaceable, and at the same time making it 
degrading and ethically unacceptable to treat a person as if they were a thing, for the 
sake of scienti#c progress or all of humanity, or as a productive unit that merely 
generates expenses or inconvenience. !e dignity of a person is indissolubly linked to 
their nature. From an embryo – ontogeny is a process which does not permit one to 
assert that a non-human living individual has been transformed into a human being – 
until a person has been rendered incompetent by the loss of their faculties as a 
consequence of illness or old age. !us it is not possible to question the dignity of any 
human being by arguing for the separation of the concepts of man and person. !e 
supreme value of one human being cannot depend on the variable judgement of 
others.
_________________________________________________________

Laws, lies and the abortion debate
Editorial, !e New York Times, 10-03-10

In the USA, the enemies of reproductive freedom work in different ways. In Utah 
there's legislation on the behaviour of women who, in the case of one adolescent, paid 
a man to beat her up to terminate her 7 month pregnancy. In Oklahoma a move to 
exempt doctors from having to report foetal abnormalities as a means of discouraging 
abortions has been narrowly defeated. In Nebraska there are moves to prevent 
abortions at 20 weeks and to forbid doctors carrying out abortions even to prevent 
the later suicide of the woman. In Georgia, based on the fact that most abortions take 
place amongst Afro-American women, a campaign has been launched saying that 
abortion is a white conspiracy and a form of genocide. Americans in favour of 
women’s rights have to make their voices heard.
_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Abortion and GodÕs honour
[El aborto y el honor de Dios]
Íñigo Coello de Portugal, Expansi—n, 09-03-10

!e author considers beneath the publication of the new abortion law in the official 
state gaze%e lurk interests, various deceptions, a legal-constitutional subversion and 
the absence of the key argument. !e interests are those of the abortion market 
(clinics), rocked by the legal action against them in 2007 and which are demanding 
"legal security" through a deadline law that allows them to continue an “economic 
activity” generating “healthy pro#ts”. !e deceptions are caused by the actions (and 
omissions) of various state institutions (!e General Legal Council, the Council of 
State, parliament and even the King himself) in the process of approving a law 
declaring “the fundamental right to abortion, thus implementing a new constitution, 
without precedent or a referendum, with a patent re-routing of power”. !is is the 
legal-constitutional subversion. And the key argument, absent from all of this, as far as 
the author is concerned, is the following: “Rights are only fundamental in a context of 
values that generates them to the extent that it is superior to them. However the 
sovereign – the People – does not recognise anything higher than itself and in its 
absolutism commits suicide by expelling God from political life, consigning His 
presence to minority myths half-heartedly tolerated by agnostics”.
_________________________________________________________

Abortion horror story
Editorial, Philly.com, 01-03-10

!e editorial, taking as its point of reference the case of Dr Gosnell's recently 
shutdown abortion clinics  in Philadelphia, bemoans the fact that state medical boards 
have been so slow to respond to cases of doctors who, with a more than suspect 
history, nonetheless continue to work in the profession. !e hygiene conditions in the 
clinic in question were lamentable. In November 2009, a female patient of Gosnell's 
died  (another patient had died three months a&er receiving an abortion from the 
same doctor), since 1981 he had been involved in 46 law suits, his abortions were 
done with hardly any preliminary discussion, with no questions asked and always on 
the cheap...Allowing bad doctors to keep on practicing medicine damages quality of 
care and raises costs for us all: In extreme cases, such as the case of Dr Gosnell, it can 
even result in the death of a patient.
_________________________________________________________

We need an assisted dying law
Margaret Jay, !e Guardian, 25-02-10

Although in the UK the law on assisted suicide has not been changed, six factors have 
been clari#ed that could mitigate against prosecution in such cases. A distinction has 
been made between an act of compassionate help and actions prompted by malicious 
or sel#sh motivations. But this will not solve all cases and there is still a need for a new 
law. We are thinking in particular of already existing cases where not only has help 
been given to someone to commit suicide, but where the life of a loved one has been 
actively ended for compassionate reasons. A clear law for those who are terminally ill 
and competent would offer people be%er protection.

__________________________________________________________________________________
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'Mercy killingÕ is not the same as assisted suicide
Keir Starmer, !e Times, 25-02-10

Today, as the Director of Public Prosecutions, I shall be publishing new guidelines on 
assisted suicide. Anyone thinking that I am changing the law is mistaken, assisted 
suicide will remain illegal and could be punished with a prison sentence of up to 14 
years. !is said, it does not follow that every case of alleged assisted suicide is going to 
be prosecuted, the decision to do so remains at my discretion. !is is a subject that 
generates strong and different positions, I began a consultation process to look at the 
different viewpoints, receiving 5,000 responses from representative people and 
groups. Everything has been taken into consideration, and while not everyone will 
agree with my proposal, transparency has been increased. Each case is unique and 
thus shall be considered on its own merits.
_________________________________________________________

!e euthanasia debate
[El debate de la eutanasia]
Editorial, El Peri—dico, 22-02-10

A BBC presenter recently confessed in a documentary to having ended the life of his 
lover, terminally ill with AIDS, by suffocating him with a pillow. His story has 
reopened the debate on the moral con"icts created by such an important subject. !e 
line between active euthanasia and homicide (despite being carried out in good faith) 
is sometimes a very #ne one. !e wishes of the terminally ill must be respected, 
however we also have to adapt ourselves to legislation that seeks to avoid abuses in 
very delicate circumstances.
_________________________________________________________

A media suicide
[Un suicidio mediático]
Salvador Giner, El Peri—dico, 21-02-10

“Something isn’t working when the moral dilemmas of our time provoke a substantial 
discussion only when the media takes an interest in them”. !e author’s strong, 
opening statement is a reference to the case of a British journalist arrested for ending 
his terminally ill, AIDS-suffering lover's life, a&er having admi%ed his action in a 
television interview. Without doubt, his arrest will drive the British parliament to dra& 
a euthanasia law which will provide inspiration to other European legislators, but the 
way this news story found its way into the public arena has not, in the author's 
opinion, done any favours to the cause of assisted suicide. !is public, media 
confession simply leaves a series of open questions to be shared with the reader: “must 
we passively accept that only what exists in the media actually exists?, is it a good thing 
that our moral convictions and dilemmas depend so much on media exposure?”.
_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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No one is demanding that doctors be obligated to help people die
[No one is demanding  that doctors be obligated to help people die]
James Harris, !e Guardian, 19-02-10

Madeline Bunting maintains that there is a danger in believing that assisted dying is 
the only way to have control over one’s own death. !is is not absolutely true, Dignity 
in Dying is not campaigning along these lines when it demands that the law allows the 
terminally ill to choose an assisted death. It is true, as Bunting says, that suffering is 
subjective, that’s why each person must decide for themselves. With regard to the 
possibility that it might affect the trust relationship between doctor and patient, in 
Holland doctors enjoy greater trust than in the UK. It is also not true that nobody has 
found a way to protect the most vulnerable people in these cases. In addition, this 
should not impose on the terminally ill a duty to suffer.
_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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China, concubines and Google
Nicholas D. Kristof, !e New York Times, 01-04-10

Patriotic education means that in many disputes between China and the West, the 
people and the government are in agreement. But the case with the Internet is 
different, the Politburo doesn’t want a free Internet and the people do. We are used to 
exaggerating the Chinese people’s disaffection with their government. As long as their 
quality of life continues to increase the majority are not interested in politics and most 
prefer the local search engine Baidu to Google. But the Chinese “man in the street” is 
also profoundly irritated with official corruption, lies and arrogance and complains 
about it on the Internet. !eir leaders are struggling to suppress dissent, but this is 
probably a sign of vulnerability. !ey’re not frightening anybody, they’re annoying 
them.
_________________________________________________________

Google and repression
Editorial, Chicago Tribune, 29-03-10

!e editorial hails Google’s courage in deciding to go against the Chinese 
government’s policy of censorship: “Google did what it had to do. Business as usual 
was pu%ing its users at risk. And it had also become an accomplice to government 
repression". When four years ago Google was launched in the Chinese market the 
objective was to see if the openness of the Net could coexist with government 
repression. !e answer is clear. Google knew that opening its site on the Chinese Net 
would be a challenge: the Net thrives on freedom; China (or at least its government), 
on control. Its relatively open economy coexists with a repressive and coercive 
political system that demands obedience to the government and punishes dissenters. 
We shouldn’t weep for Google, the author concludes, rather for the hundreds of 
millions of citizens rebelling against the limits imposed by their government.
_________________________________________________________

If Google wants warÉ
[Si Google quiere guerra…]
Laia Gordi Vila, El Peri—dico, 25-03-10

!e author does not want to align herself too easily with those who believe that the 
"black out" of Google in China is a "provocation in the name of liberty". Google has 
gone without leaving: it has diverted users to a page with a base in Hong Kong (that 
will probably have the same luck as Facebook, Twi%er and You Tube have had on the 
main land: it will be censored), and have stopped #ltering the contents of searches 
made by users a&er denouncing a hacking operation organised by the Chinese 
government in January. Google is leaving without surrendering, #ghting on the side of 
the “free” or the opposition, but without having to lose any money: its operations with 
a base in China (mobile telephone so&ware) will remain. !e author cites the 
dissenting Chinese artist Ai Weiwei: “Change will come to China, because it is in the 
very air we breathe. !e Internet, as well as globalisation, will also invade this country, 
but this has to be worked for from the West as well. Human rights cannot be sold in 
exchange for lucrative business opportunities”.
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Google's exit a deliberate plot
Ding Yifan, China Daily, 25-03-10

!e author's view re"ects the official Chinese position on Google’s exit from its 
territory: “the Google case is essentially part of the US’s global strategy of Internet 
intrusion using the excuse of defending a free Net". !e companies accusations against 
the Chinese government are unfounded and it has so far not presented convincing 
proof of the supposed government-sponsored hacking. And complaints about the 
censorship policies and control demanded by the Chinese government simply show 
ignorance about similar practices existing around the globe: Google's services in 
Germany, France, India and other countries are also subject to control; even in the 
USA government agencies access private e-mail on the pretext of the #ght against 
terrorism. For the author, Google's decision must be seen as a commercial move 
stemming from its poor results in the Chinese market: “By exiting from China, 
Google is by no means a political victim as it claims; its departure is a result of a 
complete failure to compete with other rivals in the #ercely competitive Chinese 
Internet market.
_________________________________________________________

A free Internet
[Un Internet libre]
Editorial, El Pa’s, 24-03-10

With its decision not to continue censoring its searches in China, Google has achieved 
various objectives. In addition to winning the appreciation of Internet users who 
defend a free Internet and leaving its colleagues in an unenviable position where they 
continue to be subject to the dictates of the local government, it is sending a positive 
message: the strength of the big corporations does not only serve to make them 
market leaders. However, Google, at the same time, is partially abandoning China 
because it needs a secure Internet in order to defend cloud computing. !is is when 
Internet users, individuals or corporations, instead of saving their data on their 
computers, do so using services based on the Internet. In this way their documents are 
always accessible from any machine. And the latest cyber a%ack Google suffered in 
China and which affected thirty companies created too strong an image of the possible 
frailty and vulnerability of cloud computing. To be fully pro#table for both citizens 
and companies, the Internet has to be free.
_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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!e "ght against cybernetic crime
[Batalla contra el crimen cibernético]
Jorge J. Vega Iracelay, La Naci—n, 05-03-10

!e vertiginous progress of ICT has laid the groundwork for a new socio-economic 
cultural model on a global scale. It has also brought with it brand new ways to commit 
crimes that demand the adaptation of legal instruments and the ways and means of 
investigating and prosecuting those crimes. Due to the complexity and the 
peculiarities of these kinds of infractions, their incorporation into a country’s penal 
code is not enough to combat this contagion. !at’s why the Convention on 
Cybercrime was dra&ed, agreed to by the members of the Council of Europe and 
other non-member states, in Budapest in 2001. !is Convention is, at the moment, 
the only international legal instrument that lays down minimum standards in the #eld. 
Currently, more than forty countries have rati#ed the Convention.
_________________________________________________________

Copyright levy would protect artists in a world of downloads
Charlie Angus, !e Star , 03-03-10

Despite new technologies, there is nothing new in the debate between those who 
want free access to all content and those who want their royalties as copyright holders. 
But what has changed is that now we can all make copies and use them and therefore, 
everyone has a place at the debate. !e author proposed a modi#cation to the 
copyright law so that the payment of a quota that already exists on casse%e and CD 
sales would also apply to MP3s and Ipods. !ere have been many responses. !e 
conservatives have said that with taxes many art forms are already being subsidised, 
copyright needn't be respected. !is goes against a law that has existed for hundreds of 
years. !ere are only two options for protecting artistic property: either it is 
compensated or not, but then the litigation will start.
_________________________________________________________

Alierta and the neutrality of the Internet
[Alierta y la neutralidad de Internet]
Juan Carlos García Ibarra, El Pa’s, 02-03-10

!e recent comments of the Telefónica CEO demanding that Internet search engines 
pay to use the telephone network, puts the neutrality of the Internet in peril. In the 
US, Obama has defended the open character of the Internet as essential for the 
economy. While for Obama the Internet is a highway everybody has access to, for the 
Republican, John McCain, it is like a car to be enjoyed only if we can afford it.

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Until now the most common way of operating for telecommunication providers has 
been as a common means of transport, where the broad band provider is not able to 
#lter anything. However, in China the government is doing just this. In other words, 
this is a debate about the Internet’s freedom. It is important to ensure that the big 
telephone companies do not control access, although they already do so to gain 
pro#ts, the decisions essential for guaranteeing the liberty and equality of access to 
information and knowledge generation would end up in the hands of a tiny minority.
_________________________________________________________

!e Google nightmare
[La pesadilla de Google]
Editorial, El Pa’s, 27-02-10

Some companies have accused Google of abusing its dominant position in the search 
engine #eld and the advertising associated with it, for this reason it has been decided 
to open an investigation to check the accusations. !e subject of Google’s global 
nature and the development of its activities in different sectors has come to dominate 
the digital planet and its conduct must be overseen by a public authority. Likewise, the 
service providers are not obliged to have previously endorsed the third party contents 
they host, and they will not be liable when they do not have “effective knowledge” that 
they contain illicit content or harm rights. Forcing them to be preventively vigilant 
would mean paralysing the Internet.
_________________________________________________________

Google vs the EU
[Google ante la UE]
Editorial, ABC, 25-02-10

!e editorial hails the good news that the EU has opened an investigation into certain 
of Google's practices. “Providing users free access to the content of digital media is 
much more that offering links to informative websites […] Its activity permits it to 
obtain income by sponsoring selected links”. !e EU's desire to investigate is good 
news for the formation of free public opinion and the development of fair and equal 
competition for all operators.
_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Minors on the Internet
[Los menores en Internet]
Editorial, ABC, 11-02-10

Viviane Reding has called a%ention to the contradiction inherent in the fact that the 
protection of children imposed on traditional media has not been extended to social 
networking forums on the Internet. !e regulation affects those responsible for these 
social networks, but also the parents and guardians of minors, who cannot ignore the 
fact that, in the world of new technologies, a child might run the same risks in front of 
a computer screen as they might do in the street. Experience shows that the Internet 
has already become a part of the everyday life of all families, and there are people out 
there taking advantage of this for criminal ends. !ose running social network sites 
have to properly inform minors about how to protect themselves from malicious 
abuses; to help them to become responsible adults. In the same way that the 
authorities have correctly transferred these rules on protection to the traditional 
media, we need to demand that they be adapted to the Internet as soon as possible.
_________________________________________________________

Big brother is in turn awarded a prize
[Big brother est à son tour distingué]
Jeann-Pierre Stroobants, Le Monde, 08-02-10

!e Dutch Big Brother Awards, that recognise those organisations threatening 
personal privacy, awarded their 2007 prize to the "Dutch citizen", because they have 
allowed far reaching intrusions on their privacy. However the Bits of Freedom 
Foundation, which presents the award, in wanting to defend the rights of citizens in 
the digital age missed the opportunity to give a prize to innumerable grand 
inquisitors. !us it has let airport body scanners, biometric passports, electronic 
medical records and the Super File dreamed of by ministers for centralising all the 
data on every Dutch citizen, slip by them.
_________________________________________________________

ÔCyberpower': Google confronts China
['Cyberpower': Google se enfrenta a China]
Francis Pisani, El Pa’s, 02-02-10

!e author thinks Google's decision to face up to the Chinese government represents 
a change in the nature of the political game itself. !e power of Google is measured 
“in the number of servers, on the size of its 'server farms' strategically located around 
the world and the bandwidth it can count on". !is seems, in the author’s opinion, to 
herald “a new era in international relations during which cyber-power cannot be 
ignored”. Something which, in addition, would not affect the commercial interests of 
giant companies: converting itself into a knight in shining armour to #ght for human 
rights, beyond even improving its public image, allows Google to move closer to a 
very signi#cant potential market, the millions of Chinese seeking to break down the 
“great #rewall” their government has erected. In any case, the motivations are less 
important than the symbolic and political character of the decision.
_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Digital war
[La guerra digital]
Timothy Garton Ash, El Pa’s, 30-01-10 

!e author clearly portrays the ideological and political combat symbolised by 
Google's decision with regard to its presence in China. On the one hand there is 
liberal universalism (certain, universal rights exist that no state or civilisation can 
suppress, and the right to information freedom is one of them). On the other hand, 
stands the spectre of the political thinker Huntingdon and his formula for avoiding 
the “clash of civilisations”: each core state acts in its own way in its own sphere of 
in"uence (or put another way: “in China do as the Chinese do”, an axiom to which 
many multinationals are faithful in their commercial policy towards the Asian giant). 
Beyond this con"ict, the debate is at heart about the limits of information freedom in 
the world (because its is impossible to argue the case for no restrictions: “every hole in 
the cyber-wall you open up for the idealistic, information-hungry netizen is also a 
potential loophole for the child pornographer, the terrorist, the preacher of hate and 
the cyber-criminal”). And the key would be the very possibility of having this debate: 
“but one has to ask why authoritarian rulers are so reluctant to step out and have this 
debate openly. If they think their system is be%er, why not make the case for it?”.
_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Pharmaceutical expense
[Gasto farmacéutico]
Bartolomé Beltrán, La Raz—n, 30-03-10

!e measures approved by the Council of Ministers will have a big economic impact 
on pharmacists despite not having lowered its margin. !e reduction in drug prices, 
taking as a reference the lowest price instead of the average price and prohibiting 
discounts from the laboratory to the pharmacist, represent a greater cost than the 
€131 million the Administration would have saved by lowering its margin by 1%. 
Neither is it understood that by promoting generics, involving a 25% price cut, this 
government’s action represents interference with the commercial conditions between 
pharmacists and the distributor and the laboratory.
_________________________________________________________

Barack Obama, saviour or killer?
[Barack Obama, ¿salvador o asesino?]
Gemma Martínez, Expansi—n, 29-03-10

Healthcare reform could be Obama's legacy and earn him a place in the history books. 
Right now he has managed to become one of the presidents who has extended health 
coverage in the USA, even though it is a far cry from free, universal healthcare. !e 
North Americans are lovers of individual effort and opposed to overthrowing the 
current system in which each citizen is responsible for their own health. !e Obama 
plan is an a%empt to reduce expenditure, the number of people without health 
insurance and the public de#cit. !e White House is obliging all citizens to have 
health insurance and is offering assistance to households with the least resources. 
Companies who do not offer their employees coverage could be #ned if their 
employees ask for government aid. In addition, the plan aims to reorganise Medicare, 
introduce be%er regulation of the industry and its prices, and to give more power to 
consumers. Obama's initiative is welcome, as any measure is be%er than leaving the 
healthcare situation as it is, with unstoppable, spiralling costs and medicine becoming 
a luxury item.
_________________________________________________________

Medicines: punishing the saver
[Medicinas: castigar al ahorrador]
Francesc Pla Santamans, La Vanguˆrdia, 26-03-10

!e Spanish Interregional Health Council has agreed a reduction in the price of 
medicines in order to achieve a hypothetical reduction in the healthcare bill of €1,500 
million. It is probably the "ashiest if not the fairest or the most efficient measure. 
Once again, politicians opt for impressive headlines and focus on measures that 
reduce the resources of pharmacies, something that could seriously compromise 
projects with repercussions on improvements for patients and that require signi#cant 
investment. 
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!e pharmacies in the autonomous regions that contribute most to the drug bill - 
those that dispense more generics – are those that will bear the brunt of the price 
reduction, as the price reduction mainly affects these drugs. Our political leaders are 
incapable of #nding new ways to coherently rationalise drug spending, making it 
compatible with sustainable pharmacy and able to take on new challenges.
_________________________________________________________

Pharmacists shouldnÕt invoke belief
Balaji Ravichandran, !e Guardian, 26-03-10

!e new code of conduct for pharmacists in the UK will continue allowing exceptions 
on religious grounds. !e conscience clause is nothing new nor limited to 
pharmacists, British doctors have had one for 150 years. Although it has li%le impact 
in the UK, the few cases in which it is cited have raised concerns. It could lead not 
only to a pharmacist refusing to dispense contraceptives, but also to a scientologist 
refusing to dispense psychiatric drugs or a vegetarian not selling medicines with 
animal components. Health professionals must place the good of the patient above all 
else and not impose their personal beliefs using their conscience as an excuse. Finally, 
it goes against the central tenet of the health profession - #rst, do no harm.
_________________________________________________________

Health system is more than just hospitals
Trevor Carr, !e Sydney Morning Herald, 25-03-10

!e reform of the health system will be simplistic if it focuses only on hospitals and 
waiting lists. !e framework of relationships with primary and acute healthcare, early 
intervention, health promotion and illness prevention must be viewed as a whole. !e 
Prime Minister’s vision of the problem separates these elements. !e reform has to 
improve the efficiency of the Australian system and demand a more transparent 
approach to funding.
_________________________________________________________

Scientists need the guts to say: I donÕt know
David Spiegelhalter, !e Times, 22-03-10

Scientists have to deal with certainties, but they should be the #rst ones to admit they 
have limitations. However, can they admit their uncertainties without losing public 
standing? Nobody expects the future to be predicted with certainty and in 
complicated situations scientists build mathematical models. !ese are based on 
statistics that are open to question. Scientists have to be able to express their doubts in 
certain situations. Over-caution lead health officials to massively over-estimate the 
effects of swine "u and waste a lot of public money. On the question of whether 
climate change has been caused by human beings there is also room for caution, and 
certainty must be distinguished from con#dence.
_________________________________________________________
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Healthcare reform at last
Editorial,  !e New York Times, 22-03-10

!e process has been a difficult one and narrow-minded political views have tried to 
stop it, but Obama has achieved a result of historical proportions. Right now, the 
majority of Americans who already have insurance will notice few changes, except for 
the fact that now those under 26 can take advantage of their parents' coverage. !e 
main difference, however, is that from 2014, if you lose your job, you’ll be far be%er off 
than now. In the longer term the bigger changes will be more and more noticeable. 
!e USA is the only industrialised nation that does not provide universal healthcare. 
Now that has almost been achieved. In addition, it will put a stop to many of the 
insurance companies’ abusive practices which currently allow them to refuse 
insurance to many people with relative ease. Many other mechanisms will be 
introduced to improve the system and reduce costs.
_________________________________________________________

!e doctors of the House
Editorial, !e Wall Street Journal, 21-03-10

!e editorial accuses the North-American Democratic Party of stubbornly wanting to 
push the healthcare reform forward at any cost and without consensus. When things 
are done in such a partisan way, and in the face of popular opposition, the risk is that 
only one Party will be held responsible. While the passage of ObamaCare marks a 
liberal triumph, its impact will play out over many years. We fought this bill so 
vigorously because we have studied government healthcare in other countries, and the 
results include much higher taxes, slower economic growth and worse medical care”. 
Referring to the up-coming elections, the author warns: “As for the politics, the #rst 
verdict arrives in November”.

_________________________________________________________

Victory, at what cost?
Editorial, Chicago Tribune, 21-03-10

Following the Democratic victory in Congress where Obama’s healthcare reform 
#nally got the green light, the editorial asks what the Democratic majority’s 
stubbornness will cost them. It recalls how in 1935, when the Social Security system 
was created, and in 1965 when Medicare was set up, more than half of the Republican 
minority voted in favour alongside the Democrats. It didn’t happen this time, and time 
will tell what the result of such a partisan position will be. If the legislative reform ends 
up increasing the public de#cit (as all analysts, except the Democrats, believe it will), 
only one party will be blamed. !ey wanted to take the risk and they've got it.
_________________________________________________________
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Healthcare pact
[Pacto sanitario]
Editorial, El Pa’s, 21-03-10

!e editorial hails as very positive the sectoral agreement achieved in the Spanish 
Interregional Healthcare Council. Ministry and health departments from the 
autonomous regions agreed on a range of measures aimed at containing the relentless 
increases in healthcare costs (an increase brought about not by economic but 
structural factors, such as the growing demand for treatment using expensive and 
constantly updated techniques, or the increase in life expectancy with a direct effect 
on pharmaceutical costs). In the author's opinion "these agreements don’t just go in 
the right direction (seeking a balance between cost reduction and quality of service), 
but they also show the way for future agreements on austerity policies in other 
sectors". Prudent management of cooperation between sectors allows the 
autonomous regions to reach agreements that the sectarian nature of party politics 
would make impossible in parliament.
_________________________________________________________

Who has the right to collect and store your DNA?
Clarence Page, Chicago Tribune, 17-03-10

Obama wants to keep the DNA of everyone who is arrested on a national database. 
!is will cause massive opposition, for example, just think about the people opposing 
the creation of a register of pistol owners. !is is currently already being done with 
certain cases, such as those involving sex offenders. Extending it to all those arrested 
would help catch criminals and in fact seems similar to already existing databases of 
digital #ngerprints and photographs. It would also mean that states would share this 
information between themselves. Someone has even suggested that samples from 
every single American citizen should be recorded. But that will mean a long debate 
with the defenders of civil liberties.
_________________________________________________________

!e goal of medicine is to help people to live and die well
[La meta de la medicina es ayudar a vivir y a morir bien]
Carlos Gherardi, Clar’n, 10-03-10

!e discussion about how to live and how to die is here to stay and has been growing 

since the second half of the 20th century. In the exercise of this new right, quality of 
life has to prevail over the quantity of days or years of life. In the case of maintaining a 
biological life in a clearly irreversible, clinical condition, medicine will do well to 
remember that its goal is not to avoid death, but rather to help people live and die 
well. !e imperative to do everything possible knows no limits and leads us towards a 
medicine of means and not ends. 
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!e patient can freely choose to refuse treatment when their conscience permits and 
refuse to submit to new medical procedures even though that decision could 
effectively end their own life. In these cases the meaning of life would derive from the 
choice of one's own death. It would be reasonable, if the person in question could not 
or had not been prepared to do it before, that such a decision be taken by those who 
knew that person and their values best. Life remains sacred, but its beginning and end 
have been invaded by techniques created by human beings in the name of progress 
and which now we must administer.
_________________________________________________________

Doctors without morals
Leonard S. Rubinstein & Stepehen N. Xenakis, !e New York Times, 01-03-10

!e authors lament the fact that no government agency (neither the Pentagon nor the 
CIA, nor professional medical bodies) have started the process to investigate (let 
alone take disciplinary action against) medical personnel (doctors and psychiatrists) 
who have taken part in and given medical “legitimacy” to the tortures in"icted on 
prisoners in Guantanamo Bay. Sleep deprivation, stress-generating postures, isolation, 
water-boarding… these are coercive interrogation methods designed and 
recommended by CIA and Pentagon medical personnel. Personnel who have been 
granted amnesty from any internal investigation or the assumption of responsibility 
for these actions. For the authors, a poor payback for the thousands of doctors and 
psychologists who, ethically and with integrity, offer their services to their country.
_________________________________________________________

Protecting jobs and human life
John A. Boehner, !e Washington Post, 04-03-10

!e debate on healthcare reform is not about what the politicians want, it’s about the 
American people. What they want is to #nd work, while the Democrats ignore the fact 
that this reform is going to destroy jobs. What’s more, the reform will mean paying 
more for lower quality healthcare. !e Republicans have proposed be%er changes, 
with lower taxes and less bureaucracy. In addition, they have greater respect for 
human dignity; abortion should not be paid for with taxpayers’ money.
_________________________________________________________
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Nanotechnologies: reason for failure
[Nanotechnologies: les raison d'un #asco]
Pierre Le Hir, Le Monde, 24-02-10

!e author labels the a%empt, managed by a French government commission, to raise 
a wide public debate about nanotechnologies, its promises and dangers, as a total 
#asco. 3,000 people took part in the public debates (as opposed to forecasts of more 
than 10,000), 150,000 hits on the national survey's website (in contrast to the 
hundreds of thousands expected), and 8 debates held around the country (instead of 
the planned 17), are just some of the #gures demonstrating the failure of the exercise. 
!e responsibility does not only lie with those opposed to nanotechnologies who ran 
a spoiler campaign to keep people away from the debates and sabotage the national 
survey (an opposition that call themselves “Luddites” opposed to “technological 
tyranny”, fearing a “dehumanised society dominated by self-replicating nano-objects 
and controlled down to the smallest detail”). !e design and planning of the initiative 
probably sealed its fate right from the start: How could it not be suspected that behind 
the whole exercise was an “operation to give social legitimacy” to nanotechnologies if 
the whole campaign was clearly government lead and sponsored?.
_________________________________________________________

!ree steps to make pharmacare a reality for all
Irfan Dhalla, !e Star , 18-02-10

Faced with the threat of the new "u, the Canadian government decided to make the 
antiviral drug Tami"u available to the whole population. Why in this case did it 
happen and in others not? !e current system is foolish, giving all medicines free to a 
rich, 65-year-old retiree, while a 64-year-old taxi driver has to pay for it all. Ineffective 
and even harmful drugs need to be removed, and less paid for generics. Also, public 
assistance for private insurers needs to be eliminated. A lot of money would be saved 
this way. Finally, in order to pay for universal coverage, a new tax would need to be 
created.
_________________________________________________________
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Driving away Big Pharma is not NICE or clever
Jonathan Waxman, !e Times, 10-02-10

In the author's opinion, the undeniable improvements in the #eld of the 
pharmacological treatment of illnesses which, until a few decades ago, represented a 
grave risk to human health, is down to the dynamism that pro#t-making zeal and the 
market have brought to research. !e pharmaceutical companies, diabolical 
organisations in the minds of many, are responsible for drugs that have improved the 
life of even more. !e general prejudice against these companies has probably been 
fed by scandals which, despite their seriousness, are still the exceptions to the rule. 
!e bo%om line is important to the pharmaceutical industry and, for the author, the 
regulatory framework in Great Britain is excessive on all fronts and makes it harder for 
the companies to operate. !e National Institute for Clinical Excellence (NICE)  has 
come up with a method of evaluating drugs that is slow, costly and bureaucratic, and, 
what’s worse, it has an unscienti#c and subjective basis. “We mustn’t be a waste-of-
time country for the drug company market analysts. !at’s why we need to overhaul 
NICE before the regulator ensures that the British people don’t receive the best 
medicine on the market”.
_________________________________________________________
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We climate scientists are not ecofanatics
John Houghton, !e Times, 15-03-10

In the face of recent a%acks by those objecting to the work carried out by the IPCC 
(Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change), the author, who was chairman and co-
chairman of the Science Working Group between 1988 and 2002, comes to the 
IPCC’s defence. Essentially because he considers it dangerous to question the 
scienti#c credibility of all IPCC reports due to some completely marginal errors in its 
2007 report. !e IPCC is too big an organisation to be controlled by an ideology or a 
pressure group; in addition, its working methods would make it impossible  for “green 
propaganda” to be slipped in (each chapter of each report is revised #rst by scienti#c 
experts, then by a wider community of climatologists and other actors with an interest 
in the subject, including industry and green NGOs, and #nally by national 
governments). In no case can it be said that the reports are alarmist: if they are guilty 
of anything it would be excessive caution. And if a criticism could be levelled at the 
IPCC scientists it would be “that they have been too slow when it comes to publicly 
defending their integrity”. An a%itude that cannot continue: “scientists are now faced 
by powerful lobbies who are working to distort and discredit the science behind 
climate change. We scientists have facts on our sides — we must not be afraid to 
deploy them”.
_________________________________________________________

!e climate war
[La guerre du climat]
Véronique Maurus, Le Monde, 12-03-10

!is report by Le Monde’s ombudsman explains how the dispute about climate change 
has escalated from a debate amongst specialists to a religious war, with the same 
excesses, the same exclusiveness and, over time, a worsening verbal violence. !e 
forces of the sceptics and the believers are now seen as more equal than they were a 
while ago. !e failure of the Copenhagen Summit and the controversy surrounding 
the errors concerning the melting of the Himalayan glaciers in the latest IPCC report, 
has convinced many that the danger of global warming is nothing more than a fable or 
even a conspiracy. In this context, the question the media needs to ask is where to 
place themselves within the debate: “if they limit themselves to reporting the hard 
evidence, ignoring the rest, the journalist maintains a necessary distance, but exposes 
him or herself to criticism for silencing certain dissenting ideas”. It’s the same thesis as 
the “common or garden conspiracy theory” creating the mood and the suspicion that 
“the media are not telling us everything”. On the other hand, if journalists "correct the 
errors they #nd, they risk being dragged into the debate and being accused of bias".
_________________________________________________________
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Skating on thin ice for climate change
Editorial, !e Washington Times, 01-03-10

!e Energy Secretary of the USA, Steven Chu, has said that all America needs to be 
convinced of the dangers of anthropogenic climate change. For a man of science like 
him to dedicate himself to politics has its dangers. In science facts speak for 
themselves, in politics they are used for other ends. Chu thinks that this is still his 
mission, ignoring the recent scandals surrounding the subject, including the 
falsi#cation of data. It would be be%er if he was more aware of the limits of his power 
and gave up on man-made climate change and concentrated on helping to develop 
clean energies.
_________________________________________________________

For a New Deal, continental and green
[Pour un New Deal continental et écologique]
Henri Weber, LibŽration, 10-02-10

!e le& has two big problems, easy to spot and difficult to overcome. (1) Due to 
globalisation there is increasing distance between the public sphere, where 
sovereignty is exercised, and the economic sphere, where wealth is produced. Whilst 
states, parties and unions are national actors, the solutions to climate issues, #nance, 
immigration are international. (2) !e balance of power between capital and labour, 
on which the post-war social democratic compromise is based, has been upset in 
favour of the holders of private, economic power. !e crisis of social democracy is not 
con#ned to a crisis of ideas, it also concerns the means of action. !e le& has to create 
new institutions and these have to be international. !is is what the NGOs have 
already realised and done. Europe has an important role in achieving this New Deal 

for the 21st century.
_________________________________________________________

Osama and Obama on global warming
Editorial, !e Washington Times, 02-02-10

Obama said recently that there is clear scienti#c evidence for climate change. Osama 
bin Laden said that climate change is not an intellectual luxury but a real fact. It’s good 
to see that these two leaders can see eye to eye on something. !e theory that global 
warming is man-made is dead; while emissions continue to climb, the world is cooling 
down. Last winter was the coldest for 100 years in Scotland. !e recent “climategate” 
allegations have shown that the data was not objective and was manipulated. !e 
theory was simplistic, what a shame that now Obama and Osama will have to update 
their talking points.
_________________________________________________________
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A new, low carbon model
[Un nuevo modelo bajo en CO2]
Ed Miliband, El Peri—dico, 30-01-10

We knew that agreeing on a global solution for climate change would be a difficult 
task. However, something was tried that no previous generation had done before: to 
permanently reverse increases in greenhouse gas emissions. !is is not only important 
for our future; it’s important now, because we are starting to see the effects on all the 
continents. At Copenhagen all the countries on the planet met together for the #rst 
time and gave all of them the opportunity to reach an agreement on the need for 
action. Both the major developing and developed countries have signed up to an 
international agreement addressing the issue of emissions. For the #rst time an 
international measurement, disclosure and veri#cation procedure has been agreed 
upon.
However, the solution to our climate problems will not be found in international 
agreements alone, rather it will depend on the action taken by each and everyone of 
the governments. New, low-carbon industries will be fundamental to economic 
growth. Today there is an irreversible drive towards a new, low-carbon model.
_________________________________________________________

Building on Copenhagen
Shinji Fukukawa, !e Japan Times, 29-01-10

!e last meeting in Copenhagen on climate change offered us two lessons: (1) it is 
difficult to achieve a global consensus; (2) it is very difficult to #nd a balance between 
protecting the environment and economic performance. To cut emissions three 
options have to be considered: (1) to draw up an international framework to replace 
the Kyoto protocol; (2) to #nd a mechanism for cu%ing emissions based around 
economic groupings, such as APEC (Asia-Paci#c Economic Cooperation); (3) Leave 
each country to take its own measures. In the case of Japan, a 25% emission cut has 
already been proposed. If Japan can offer a good model, this will have a big impact. In 
fact, Japan should contribute particularly in the #eld of substantive, structural reform.
_________________________________________________________
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Copenhagen's moment of truth
Jonathan Lash, Los Angeles Times, 29-01-10

!e Copenhagen summit in December 2009 concluded without a legally binding 
agreement on the #ght against climate change, but world leaders did subscribe to a 
"politically binding" commitment that obliges them to present national aims and 
action plans for reducing GHG emissions. An undoubtedly imperfect agreement, in 
the author’s opinion, but one which offers a “solid platform” for saving humanity from 
the dangers of global warming, and which "sets out a new model of global leadership”, 
in contrast to the boxed-in series of UN climate negotiations over recent decades. For 
the agreement to end up effective and be implemented will depend on various factors: 
the political will of a broad group of nations (not just the “Copenhagen Five”: China, 
India, South Africa, Brazil and the USA, but also the countries of the EU), on 
countries ful#lling their promises and other nations, such as Japan, Australia and 
Indonesia following the lead and joining the momentum. As the deadline for 
presenting national plans nears (the end of January 2010), all the signs are positive 
and hopeful, with only one question remaining according to the author: will the USA 
take the necessary steps to achieve effective legislation on climate change?.
_________________________________________________________
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