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Public health: efficiency or quality?
[Sanidad pública: ¿e!ciencia o 
calidad?]
Adela Cortina, El Pa’s, 07-09-09

"e restructuring of healthcare at the 
Faith hospital complex in Valencia (to 
be merged with the University 
Hospital , and thus di spersing 
paediatric healthcare across the whole 
hospital framework), the author, a 
professor of Moral Philosophy, re#ects 
on the two reasons adduced in its 
favour: the specialisation of healthcare 
and the triumph of efficiency over 
quality. On the !rst issue, the author 
says that “it represents progress, 
provided, however, that it is carried 
out in a way that does not break up the 
unity of integrated healthcare”. And on 
the subject of “efficiency fever” (a 
problem that arose with the growth of 
the welfare State and with the justice 
issues surrounding the distribution of 
resources it brought with it) the 
author is clear: the public sector must 
be efficient, as long as efficiency and 
equity are compatible and, above all, 
as long as it maintains the quality of 
healthcare.

It’s too late to seal a global climate 
deal. But we need action not Kyoto 
II
Jeffrey Sachs, !e Guardian, 
29-11-2009

"ere are 10 weeks le& until the 
negotiations at Copenhagen and 
already there’s not enough time to 
reach a global deal. "is isn’t 
necessarily a failure, provided the 
USA, Europe, China and India adopt 
effective measures while a new 
protocol continues to be negotiated. 
"e question of a global deal is so 
complex that it can’t be resolved in 
one go. It needs to be focused on the 
technological and development 
differences between rich and poor 
countries. Rich countries must 
commit themselves economically and 
give consideration to the real 
n e c e s s i t i e s : d e v e l o p i n g n e w 
t e c h n o l o g i e s a n d s t o p p i n g 
deforestation.
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!e ban on abortion coverage
Editorial, !e New York Times, 10-11-2009

Under pressure from anti-abortionists, the Democrats are passing legislation that 
means millions of Americans won’t be able to get insurance that covers abortions. "e 
restrictions discriminate against women and their reproductive rights. From the 
beginning what they wanted to ensure was that taxes would not be used to cover 
abortions, but this will affect the whole insurance system. We urge the Senate, says the 
author, to preserve women’s rights to abortion services.
_________________________________________________________

!e baby RB case
[El caso de Baby rb]
Antonio Pardo, ABC, 04-11-09

Baby RB can’t breathe on his own. "e parents, separated, do not agree on what 
should be done and have taken the case to the courts. "e situation has been 
presented in the media stressing the poor quality of life the child will have; the 
argument is a weak one. In similar situations the con#ict is usually resolved by 
recourse to the concept of the “best interests of the patient”. If actions are guided only 
by the poor quality of life a&er a possible palliative treatment, which would prolong 
the child's life, all patients suffering from chronic and debilitating diseases should start 
to tremble at the thought of what will happen to them should they fall into 
unconsciousness. "e only argument that can be used to withdraw respiratory 
assistance is lack of effectiveness, as, in this case, treatment would only manage to 
prolong life for a short time; and part of medical wisdom consists in not intervening 
technically when it is seen that life is about to end.
_________________________________________________________

Girls: abortion is not murder
[Niñas: el aborto no es un asesinato]
Elena Valenciano, El Pa’s, 04-11-09

"e author uses data from recent years to show that Spain is one of the countries with 
the lowest age of sexual consent in the world (13 years) and that in recent years the 
number of pregnancies and abortions among adolescent women has increased. "e 
aim of the public authorities, the education system, of parents must be to avoid girls of 
15, 16 and 17 !nding themselves with an unwanted pregnancy. Dialogue without 
prejudice, information and the existence of a space of trust and respect, are necessary 
instruments for reaching this goal, but when all else fails, there has to be the health 
service to call on. In the best cases the minor undoubtedly gets the support and love 
of her family. But where this is not possible, and there are such cases, this measure 
means that parental agreement will not be a determining factor. “"e law currently 
starting its passage through parliament does not force anybody to have an abortion, 
nor to hide a pregnancy or an abortion from their relatives. It a'empts, simply and 
rigorously, to improve the protection and accountability for women […] by adapting 
the law to the current situation in Spain and pu'ing an end to something that has 
given rise to real abuses”.
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Abortion: a frank debate
[Aborto: sincerar el debate]
Editorial, La Naci—n, 28-10-09

Today it is indisputable that human life is conceived at the moment of fertilisation. 
"e beginning of the existence of a person, thanks to advances in medicine, can be 
established precisely. Confronted with the possibility of abortion there are only two 
positions: either one is in favour of human life from its conception or one defends the 
possibility of eliminating it or whatever euphemism you care to use. "is is a 
notorious contradiction; a society that has evolved ethically from the defence of the 

doctrine of individualism reigning in the 19th century towards a social conception of 
rights, that in so many aspects dedicates itself to !ghting for human rights, but which, 
surprisingly, is not worried about the most elemental right of all, the right to life of the 
most vulnerable human beings: the person yet to be born. It seems that instead of 
protecting that which modern law protects in this vital ma'er, priority is given to the 
individual rights of the mother, over and above the rights of her own child.
_________________________________________________________

Government abortion
[El aborto del gobierno]
Jesús-María Silva Sánchez, La Vanguardia, 27-10-09

"e practical consequence of the legal indifference proposed by the government is 
that the decision to continue pregnancy becomes a ma'er of individual conscience. In 
other words, the State renounces the use of law to prevent the termination of 
pregnancies before the third month. If a woman doesn’t have an abortion during those 
three months, it will be down to her conscience, her willingness not to exercise her 
“right”; without state assistance worthy of the name and with the support of 
organisations whose subsidies have been reduced to the level of miserliness, these 
mothers will continue their pregnancy against the odds. In fact, it is increasingly 
obvious that signi!cant social ends depend above all on the good offices of parents 
who, sacri!cing their “rights” or “interests" bring children into the world and educate 
them to be upstanding citizens. How eloquent is their virtue amidst the empty yelling 
for supposed “rights” proposed by the Government and its stooges.

_________________________________________________________

No, my daughter is not going to have an abortion in a public hospital!
[Non, ma !lle, tu n’iras plus avorter à l’hôpital public!]
Maud Gelly; Béatrice fougeyrollas; emmanuelle lhomme, Le Monde, 15-10-2009

In France, the main threat to the right to abortion no longer comes from religious 
opposition, but rather from the dismantling of public hospitals. "e waiting lists are 
three weeks long in the public system and more than half of the abortions in Île-de-
France are carried out in the private sector, which does not always respect statutory 
rates, and does not accept minors or foreigners without proper residency status

__________________________________________________________________________________
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On the other hand, the possibility of having an abortion outside hospital using a 
chemical treatment must be a further possible method of abortion for women, not an 
excuse for the public service to duck its responsibilities. Whilst the public service is 
saturated, the private ignores abortion because it’s not pro!table. "e government 
presents this development as an inevitable fact of life, which it is de!nitely not. It is 
down to the politicians to guarantee the right to abortion.
_________________________________________________________

!e abortion law
[La ley del aborto]
Antonio Cañizares, La Raz—n, 07-10-09

"e Spanish clergyman bemoans the approval by the Council of Ministers of the 
“Project for the Organic Law on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Voluntary 
Termination of Pregnancy”. A project that in his opinion contains “ideological content 
that affects the vision of man, the consideration and hierarchisation of human rights 
and the conception of our society and culture itself ”. "e consequence of blessing 
individual freedom as the basis of man’s actions and cornerstone of social organisation 
is a “brutal relativism”, a “true dictatorship” that would place the ethical foundations of 
social conscience in danger: nothing would be true, good or just in itself or for itself.
_________________________________________________________

Regulate permi#ed abortions
[Regular los abortos permitidos]
P.Bergallo; S. Ramos, Clarin, 07-10-2009

Recently, two ministers of the Supreme Court have publicly urged Congress to change 
and update our penal code on abortion to resemble the most modern standards of 
legislation in the world. What is needed now is to guarantee the conditions of access 
to abortion currently permi'ed by the Argentine penal code. A lot could be being 
done already, regardless of the modernisation of the law.
_________________________________________________________

Abortion and healthcare reform
Editorial, !e New York Times, 01-10-09

"e editorial condemns the hypocrisy of some critics of President Obama's healthcare 
reform: they put forward the argument that the government should not come 
between patients and doctors to dictate what procedures doctors can and cannot use, 
and at the same time these same critics fall into the very same “vice” they condemn 
when it comes to a legally and medically valid medical service: abortion. In a rational 
health system there shouldn’t be restrictions on funding abortion, but this is not a 
rational issue and the anti-abortionists have largely succeeded in blocking public 
funds for this procedure except in cases of pregnancies resulting from rape, incest or 
that put the life of the mother at risk.

__________________________________________________________________________________
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"e position of the editorial's writer is clear: there should not be restrictions on 
insurance cover for abortions and the defenders of the healthcare reform should not 
give ground on this point, although the author also recognises that negotiating 
legislation involves bargaining and taking compromise positions.
_________________________________________________________

!e pill of discord
[Píldora de la discordia]
Editorial, ABC, 30-09-09

"e open sale of the morning a&er pill has begun too soon and without the necessary 
information about the risks and side effects it could cause in the young women asking 
for it. "is government decision merits be'er planning and more objective 
consideration of all the medical and ethical factors at stake. Doctors and pharmacists 
disagree on the ease with which young women can get access to a treatment that is in 
reality a hormonal shock treatment.
"e Health Minister dismissed the discussion far too easily in reminding us that the 
WHO refuses to classify the morning a&er pill as a form of abortion. "e WHO 
reached this conclusion on the premise that while a fertilised egg is not yet implanted 
in the womb there is in fact no pregnancy. "erefore the morning a&er pill either 
prevents the egg’s fertilisation or causes the fertilised egg to be expelled before 
implantation, something which many doctors consider to be a forced miscarriage. 
And this question of whether or not it can be considered an abortion is relevant to the 
rights of pharmacists who object to supplying it on grounds of conscience. An issue of 
this kind should receive more respect and a'ention from the Ministry of Health.
_________________________________________________________

!e grey area between life and death
[La zona grigia tra vita e morte]
Angelo Panebianco, Corriere della sera, 30-09-2009

A good point of departure for approaching the issue of the end of life could be the 
economist Friedrich von Hayek’s theory about the relationship between knowledge 
and the market. To demonstrate that market systems are be'er than planned systems, 
Hayek stated that planners always fail through lack of knowledge, because they don’t 
possess the “localised” knowledge that only economic agents who are involved with 
the market on a day-to-day basis can possess.
Applying this theory to the subject of the end of life, the extremely high number of 
variables in situations confronted by doctors means that the law is an instrument 
poorly adapted to regulate the details of each individual case. "us the need to 
provide room for the doctor’s individual discretion and judgement, in discussion with 
the patient or their family, in each particular case. "is “grey area” needs to be 
maintained as a buffer against the intrusion of the State and to avoid “legal hyper-
regulation”.

__________________________________________________________________________________
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"ere is an objection, however. Leaving discretion and decisions in the hands of the 
doctors means, in reality, removing the ultimate decision on the issue of life and death 
from the hands of the judges. If we don’t the judges to decide, it will have to be 
Parliament. Mantovano’s worry is legitimate. We have to see that for every one-off case 
that comes before the courts there would be many more that would never need to.
As a law seems necessary, it should be the most “liberal” one possible, one that leaves 
people the autonomy and room to confront the “State”, and that empowers the 
responsibility of those informed about and competent to decide on a particular case. 
Accepting that this comes with possibility of human error which always accompanies 
responsibility and freedom.
_________________________________________________________

A law with clear rules
[Ley con reglas claras]
Editorial El Pa’s, 28-09-2009

In Spain, the question of 16-year-olds has diverted a'ention from the central point of 
the regulation. "is legal project with its system of deadlines !nally brings our 
legislation into line with the majority of European countries. It is a necessary law that 
establishes reasonable rules and accountability for women and doctors. "ere is, 
nonetheless, a point to be resolve: conscientious objection. Without a register or clear 
limits there is the risk that public health will ignore abortion and it will remain a 
service on the margins of standard healthcare.
_________________________________________________________

Science needs ethics: no potential cure justi$es destruction of life, which 
embryonic stem cell research entails
Edwin F. O’Brien, !e Baltimore Sun, 23-09-09

On the occasion of the world stem cell conference held in Baltimore at the end of 
September, the author, the Archbishop of the above diocese, seeks to underline the 
hope generated by stem cell research with regard to the cure of diseases and a 
reduction in the suffering of many patients, but he also calls people’s a'ention to: 
“science separated from ethics undermines genuine progress”. His concern focuses, 
particularly, on research involving the use of embryonic stem cells (and therefore, the 
destruction of embryos created in fertility clinics). "e principle, in accordance with 
the official doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church, is clear: a human embryo is a 
separate human being and its nature is the same as that of an adult. From there, 
“ending a human life for the good of another, even when the !rst is microscopically 
small and the second is someone we know and love, means playing a dangerous, 
utilitarian game”.
_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Congress’s OMG over the P2P Leak
Editorial, !e New York Times, 08-11-2009

"ose members of Congress who enjoy sharing music over the Internet without 
understanding the technology used, do not know the potential risks of this situation. 
"e technology is based on !le sharing and there have been cases where the contents 
of sharers' computers have been passed to other people. Military data containing 
addresses and other personal details has been found circulating round the Net 
because of this. Perhaps the age of self-regulation for !le sharing is at an end.
_________________________________________________________

!e right to oblivion on the Internet
[El derecho al olvido en Internet]
Marc Carrillo, El Pa’s, 23-10-09

"e Web is an extraordinary platform for information and expression, but the 
accumulation of appraisals and news generated by search engines could, depending on 
the case, produce problems of reputation and privacy. "e instruments for the legal 
defence of the individual when it comes to certain information concerning their past 
which is not in the public interest but which could personally or professionally affect 
them, are the province of data protection agencies, which work as regulatory 
administrative authorities of “informative self-determination”. “In the information 
society it is not easy to escape the past although it is perfectly legitimate to try and do 
so […] For this exact reason the establishment of a legal framework or common 
standard allowing peoples’ privacy and reputation to be assured, while accepting that 
the right to oblivion is not absolute and something that at one time or another was 
information of real public interest cannot be made to disappear from the net”.
_________________________________________________________

Facebook friends? No, too much pressure
Larry Carpman, Boston Globe, 21-10-2009

Everyday the author gets more messages telling him that someone has invited him to 
visit them on Facebook. "ey tell him that if he tried it, he'd like it and that heI’d meet 
lots of people, that email is already an out-of-date technology, etc. He is one of the few 
people that still isn’t on Facebook, and he’m going to stay that way. He reckons this 
way he’ll live a quieter life and have more time, but the pressure is growing.
_________________________________________________________
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For a transparency law
[Por una ley de transparencia]
José Luis Piñar Mañas, Pœblico, 19-10-09

"e author advocates, with perseverance and examples, for the dra&ing and approval, 
as soon as possible, of a Spanish law on transparency and freedom of information. "e 
theoretical principle is clear: totalitarian countries are based on the obscurity of power 
and the transparency of the citizens, whilst democracies are grounded in the 
transparency of public power and respect for the privacy of citizens. And the practical 
arguments are equally clear: Spain is set apart from the rest of Europe because it lacks 
a transparency law, and even Mexico and no few Latin American countries are ahead 
of us on this; and declarations by the UN, the OECD, the OEA, the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights and various judgements of the European Court of Justice 
establish the right of transparency as part of the right to a good administration. We 
already have a good Data Protection Act and now we need a law on transparency.
_________________________________________________________

America’s Internet police
Editorial, !e Washington Times, 09-10-2009

"e same federal agency that cannot control dishonest emails now wants to monitor 
all content on blogs, Facebook, Twi'er and everything else on the Internet. "is is a 
question of civil liberties, but, what’s more, it’s not even clear that it’s possible. Even 
Google cannot capture more than a small part of the daily torrent of new mails, 
comments, videos and all the chat on the web. Now, a few bureaucrats in Washington 
think they can be the police force of a neighbourhood so big that nobody can even 
measure it. Also, how will they tell the difference between journalists and amateur 
bloggers?.
_________________________________________________________

My book is mine, not Google’s
Jeff Hetch, New Scientist, 6-10-2009

Google wants to scan a million or so books that are out-of-print but still in copyright 
so that they can be available to everyone. "is is the culmination of a process that 
began a few years ago when Google began to scan books in research libraries in order 
to create an archive, so that rare books could be more accessible. Last year, Google 
proposed scanning all books in copyright, unless the owner registered their 
opposition. In exchange authors and publishers would receive a sum of money. But 
many objections have arisen concerning what kind of protection authors would really 
have. It seems like Google is creating a monopoly. "is rewrites the whole issue of the 
protection of author's rights. "at copyright should last for 70 years a&er the death of 
the author is excessive.
_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Hypermnesia and Facebook
[La hipermnesia y Facebook]
Emma Riverola, El Pa’s, 04-10-09

"inking of the suffering a rare neurological illness (hypermnesia, that ties the patient 
completely to their past, where everything that was said is recalled perfectly by the 
sufferer) can provoke, the author re#ects on the exposure of the past (and to the past) 
we submit ourselves to through social networking. Facebook, Twi"er, Tuenti  (amongst 
others), mean that our interior, single-handed voyage that until now our lives (shared 
at certain times with fellow travellers) has become a “mass cruise”: each minute of the 
development and privacy of young people is shared on the Web. Is this a terrible loss 
of privacy or an increase in transparency and sincerity? An uncomfortable, underlying 
question remains unanswered: “whether this generation, growing up in the continual 
embrace of social networking, will know how to be alone”, “if not it will be more 
vulnerable to the gloomy and terrible a'ack of gregariousness”.
_________________________________________________________

Vague cyberbullying law
Editorial, !e New York Times, 08-09-09

"e editorial ponders the need for the legislature to approve laws that provide !scal 
instruments for pursuing contemporary forms of bullying to which the Internet is 
giving rise. It is not acceptable to have to stretch and force the law to try and qualify 
current Internet actions as "criminal". All this arises from the case of a teenager’s 
mother who, assuming a false identity on MySpace, bullied one of her daughter’s 
classmates until she !nally commi'ed suicide. A jury acqui'ed her of intent to cause 
emotional stress to the dead girl but found her guilty of accessing a computer illegally, 
breaking the law on fraud and computer abuse. Nonetheless, a federal court has 
recently ruled that the offence of “violating the terms of the MySpace site” is too vague 
to be considered constitutional: the laws have to contain clear guidelines about 
unlawful conduct.
_________________________________________________________

Facebook’s online poll crosses a line
Editorial, LA Times, 30-08-2009

An anonymous user, unsatis!ed with other ways of making their voice heard, posted a 
an online poll on Facebook, asking if people thought Obama should be assassinated or 
not. "e social network reacted correctly by removing the offending survey without 
being legally required to do so. But it raises for us a problem about responsibility for 
the action. How much control do the companies need to have over their users? How 
much information about users do social networks reveal? In fact this information is a 
goldmine for possible investigators, but Facebook should inform its users be'er on 
how to protect their privacy.
_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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In%uenza A: the vaccination campaign will fail without the collaboration of the 
doctors in charge
[Grippe A: la campagne de vaccination échouera sans le concours des médecins 
traitants]
Michel Chassang, Le Monde, 12-11-09

"e author states that the campaign to vaccinate against In#uenza A, set in motion by 
the French government, will fail spectacularly if its organisation is not signi!cantly 
changed. In his opinion, instead of vaccinating collectively and in public places 
(schools, gymnasiums, etc.), side stepping the leading doctors in the !eld, the 
vaccination programme should be opened to private clinics, to leading doctors, GPs 
and paediatricians. "e authorities have demonstrated a lack of understanding of the 
realities of the medicine of proximity and the trust relationship established between 
patients and their doctors: citizens are not disposed to State medicine, anonymous 
and dehumanised, without doctors and don’t want to put their health in the hands of 
an unknown person, not even for an injection; which just because it’s simple doesn’t 
stop it being a medical service.
_________________________________________________________

DNA database: Acid test
Editorial, !e Guardian, 12-11-2009

Unlike the UK, no other European country is planning to create a DNA database. It 
would hold DNA information for six years on any person detained. DNA is not 
infallible and keeping it in the case of people arrested but who have later been freed 
without charge is unjusti!able. First they wanted to keep it inde!nitely, then for 12 
years and now they’ve changed their minds again. "is doesn't seem to be acceptable 
in Europe and could go against our Human Rights.
_________________________________________________________

Reward for medical workers
Editorial, !e Japan Times, 03-11-2009

Each year the Chuikyio (Central Social Insurance Medical Council) decides how 
much the insurance societies have to pay to medical institutions. "e Japan Medical 
Association ( JMA) usually has three representatives on the council, but now the 
minister, Akira Nagatsuma, has decided to get rid of them because the rural regions 
have suffered a collapse of their medical services. So many doctors have le& their jobs 
because of the tough conditions that some hospital departments have been forced to 
close. "e JMA is more concerned with the interests of private doctors and now the 
Chuikyio wants to improve conditions and salaries in hospitals.
_________________________________________________________

  

         SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ETHICS



12

Closing the gap on organs
Editorial, !e Independent, 02-11-09

"e editorial praises the awareness raising campaign launched by the British 
government about the value and need for organ donations. "e lack of donors means 
that less than 50% of patients on the waiting list will see their hopes ful!lled and 
receive the long-awaited donation. "e surprising thing is that according to surveys, 
45% of the population would be willing to donate their organs. "is has prompted the 
Ethics Commi'ee of the Royal College of Physicians to come up with a scheme 
making it obligatory for adults to take a position on donation one way or another: 
when registering for the electoral roll people would be able to choose one of three 
options: yes, no or leave it to the family to make decision. "e mandatory nature of 
the decision would help cut the organ shortage. "e government does not feel 
comfortable with this kind of paternalism and believes that people should also have 
the freedom to ignore the issue and therefore the campaign is limited awareness 
raising. If that doesn’t bring the desired results, the editorial maintains, the idea of a 
compulsory decision should be reconsidered.
_________________________________________________________

Antibiotic research: the Kryptonite of superbugs
Barry Eisenstein, Boston Globe, 19-10-2009

Hospital acquired infections kill patients and lead to high costs for the health system, 
that’s why there’s a debate in the USA about how to compensate hospitals with a low 
rate of infection and penalize those that don’t reduce it. But this is not a solution to 
the problem of a lack of antibiotics for treating the new wave of bacteria with super-
resistance to conventional antibiotics: In addition, pharmaceutical companies do not 
conduct research in this !eld; it is unpro!table because doctors are more cautious 
about prescribing antibiotics than they used to be. Congress should provide 
incentives for this research and improve the use of those antibiotics that are available.
_________________________________________________________

Big banks, big pharma, big problems
John Martin, New Scientist, 12-10-09

"e author tries to draw lessons for the pharmaceutical industry from the crisis in the 
!nancial system. Access to !nancial liquidity by the big pharmaceutical companies is 
enormous and the question it raises is: is this enormous accumulation of capital 
yielding an efficient service to society? In the author’s opinion, investment by the 
pharmaceutical industry in R&D does not produce results and he thus proposes an 
alternative: the pharmaceutical industry’s unproductive funds could be directed 
towards the university system, poor in !nancial resources, but rich in inventiveness 
and intellectual capital. With the condition, of course, that the universities take on and 
develop more business like a'itudes with regard to achieving common, commercial 
ends while preserving their academic freedom.
_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Track medical implants
Editorial, Alburquerque Journal, 10-10-2009

Buying medical apparatus to be implanted into our bodies is no run of the mill 
purchase, and what’s more we can’t even see what it is they're implanting into us. But 
what we can see is the date when the apparatus is due to fail and will need to be 
replaced. "is is currently difficult to !nd out, and people have died because of it. A 
centralised system needs to be created that can track the state of this medical 
equipment.
_________________________________________________________

!e doctors respond to hospital’s criticism
Suzanne Strasberg, !e Star , 08-10-2009

"e Ontario Hospital Association has published an article criticising the Ontario 
Medical Association. It says that doctors are obstructing medical improvements and 
are not collaborating with other health professionals. In fact, this is demonstrably 
false; doctors work in a team. What’s happening is that the administration has spent 
years cu'ing back on valuable services in order to balance their budgets.
_________________________________________________________

Mandatory shots for %u?
George. J.Annas, Newsday, 04-10-2009

Should doctors and nurse be forced to have vaccinations? We are now experiencing 
the second wave of the swine #u, the 2009 H1N1 in#uenza virus. To face it the 
cooperation of the public is needed (in actions such as vaccinations, isolating the 
sick), this will only be given if people trust in the health officials overseeing the 
project. It seems that this trust has been lost, while it remains with respect to doctors 
and nurses. Persuasion needs to be based on science, ethics and caution, not on legal 
threats. "ere are reasons not to force people to be vaccinated: the practice of 
medicine is voluntary and based on informed consent; a mandatory programme 
would generate unnecessary opposition; the public would see it as very negative if 
doctors would only agree to be vaccinated under threat.
_________________________________________________________
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Keep doctors independent; ban fees from drug makers
Editorial, !e Boston Globe, 01-10-2009

When doctors promote medicines in exchange for payments from pharmaceutical 
companies, they stop being independent evaluators of the possible risks of those 
drugs. In other words, they stop being impartial with respect to the health of their 
patients. It has been discovered that in only the last three months, Eli Lilly & Co, the 
giant, global pharmaceutical, has paid 60 doctors in Massachuse's some $580,000 to 
give conference speeches about their drugs. "is dangerous practice needs to be 
stopped.
_________________________________________________________

Pregnancy is no time to refuse a %u shot
A. Drapkin, M. Li'le & R. Faden, !e New York Times, 29-09-09

"e authors explore the issue of pregnant women protecting their health and that of 
the foetus through drugs or vaccinations. "e received wisdom means avoiding drugs 
and other potentially harmful substances and delays o&en occur before drugs or 
vaccinations are given to a pregnant woman. Nevertheless, the risks of the diseases in 
themselves are not taken into account, in a situation that is clearly inadvisable. 
Overcoming this way of thinking will require educational efforts, but the key to 
success will be research that is speci!c to the needs of pregnant women (something 
which until now it has not fully done because of the ethical qualms raised by clinical 
trials with this group of people). "e H1N1 #u outbreak has highlighted the need for 
pregnant women to be protected through research (and not #om it).
_________________________________________________________

Drug trials outsourcing: clinical concerns
Editorial, !e Guardian, 28-09-09

"e editorial argues that the growing tendency to conduct clinical trials for new drugs 
in less developed countries represents a contemporary paradigm of colonial 
exploitation: recruiting volunteers is quicker, conducting the trials is cheaper and it’s 
probably easier to get round the ethical issues. Of course this practice of outsourcing 
may have its advantages (it can offer treatment and improve the health infrastructure 
in places where trials are conducted, the drugs might  be available faster and more 
cheaply than if the trials were held in the EU or the USA, and some trials are 
speci!cally oriented to treating “local” diseases), however it also appears that, in the 
majority of cases, things don’t go this way and that ideas such as informed consent are 
honoured more in the theory than in the practice.
_________________________________________________________
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R&D threat
[I+D amenazada]
Jordi Camí, La Vanguardia, 26-09-09

"e managing director of the Barcelona Biomedical Research Park bi'erly laments the 
state budget cuts set for 2010 especially as they relate to R&D. In his opinion, a 
context of economic crisis should be precisely the moment to demonstrate the 
priorities and options for future funding. When a certain amount of hope has been 
raised by the governments intentions of changing the production system, these cuts 
hack at the roots of this hope. With a system such as R&D that requires stability and 
continuity, and with the structure of R&D spending that Spain has always endured, 
unable to count on a commi'ed private system, this budget cut represents a “mortal 
blow to an already fragile creature” and will be “tremendously de-motivating”.
_________________________________________________________

A difficult gap to bridge
[Una carencia de difícil solución]
Vicente Ortún, El Peri—dico, 18-09-2009

A friend of the author, like almost 47 million Americans, !nds himself a step away 
from ruin because he is not entitled to Medicare until he is 65 years old, even though 
he is completely and officially destitute. In the USA mortality rates are increasing 
because of a lack of proper medical a'ention. "is is part of a story that it will be very 
difficult to rewrite. According to 60% of the US population, poverty is caused by 
laziness; while only 26% of Europeans think this way. In addition the insurance 
industry has the feel of a monopoly. What Obama can do is ensure health coverage for 
those who don’t have it and put a lid on growing health costs. By contrast, in Spain, 
the author’s friend, if he had remained there, would have peace of mind with respect 
to the !nancial consequences of illness.
_________________________________________________________

Science in Spain during the crisis
[La ciencia en España en tiempos de crisis]
Pere Puigdomenech, El Pa’s, 11-09-2009

"e scienti!c research budget cuts made by the government are a strategic error. "e 
creation of a modern system of science in Spain has been developing and progressing 
alongside the development of our democratic system and the modernisation of our 
economy. "e momentum behind research began to build in 1985 and has 
experienced ups and downs ever since. "e !rst socialist legislation of the current 
period increased funding for research and raised the need for a new law on science. 
But now, because of the crisis, it seems to be taking the opposite view. However, what 
our economy needs is to promote activities with major added value. "at’s what the 
US is doing. "e way we overcome challenges in difficult times is what will shape our 
future.
_________________________________________________________
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!e sick are patients, not clients
[Los enfermos son pacientes, no clientes]
Mario Bunge, La Naci—n, 08-09-09

"e author, an Argentine political philosopher resident in Canada, re#ects on the 
virulence of the campaign opposing President Obama’s healthcare reform plans, using 
them to analyse the philosophical views of the concept of health underlying both sides 
of the argument. If health is seen as a human right, care will be a duty of the state and a 
public responsibility. If health is seen as a prerogative or privilege, the practise of 
medicine belongs to the private sector. "ere is a disjunction between public and 
private, between the sick as patient or client, that is as much moral as political and that 
belongs therefore in the ambit of political philosophy. On this underlying argument, 
the author builds the rest of his article to show why US healthcare (the most 

expensive in the world, not accessible to everyone and lying at 37th in the world 
quality rankings) needs President Obama’s reform (which is, in his view, hardly 
revolutionary).
_________________________________________________________

!e new '%u as a social challenge
[La nueva gripe como reto social]
Ildefonso Hernández Aguado, Pœblico, 07-09-09

If the ‘#u has had the virtue of showing that well-directed and shared work between 
institutions and society is possible, other more difficult challenges, where the future of 
the Spanish people's health will truly be decided. will also have to be faced.
When we speak of the health of the Spanish people, we are also talking about global 
health. For this reason, the Ministry of Health and Social Policy, faced with the 2009 
H1N1 ‘#u pandemic, has not only coordinated with international organisations, it has 
also in#uenced them, urging interventions to be based as much on scienti!c evidence 
as on the values that underpin public health, such as solidarity and equality. "ere's no 
such thing as an illness that is passed on by chance and far less their effects. "is 
means ensuring that there are ever fewer vulnerable populations in the broadest social 
sense of the word.
_________________________________________________________

Importance of organs
Editorial, China Daily, 01-09-2009

An organ donation programme is needed, because there is a major shortage of donors. 
Only 130 people voluntarily donated organs in the last six years. Traditionally, the 
Chinese are raised to treasure each and every hair of their body as it comes from their 
parents, and giving a family member’s organ to a stranger goes against !lial piety. 
Incentives need to be given to organ donors, just as is already done with blood 
donors: blood donors can receive a transfusion free of charge should they need it. It 
might also be possible to create a special cemetery for donors, where organ recipients 
can go and pay their respects.
_________________________________________________________
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Working toward a climate-smart future
Editorial, China Daily, 23-11-200

"e World Bank Group knows that climate change is one of the most complex 
challenges of this century, but an intelligent solution can be found. In its report it 
states that we need to transform now and act together and act differently. We cannot 
wait, nor act without acting in concert. We can act differently because an 
infrastructure needs to be built appropriate to the existence of a very numerous 
population. "at’s why the World Bank Group has developed various funding 
initiatives to help the countries who need it. More is still needed, but if we act now, 
together and differently there are real opportunities to ensure ourselves a safe climate 
future and sustainable globalisation.
_________________________________________________________

Emissions cap-and-trade as policy?
Shinji Fukukawa, !e Japan Times, 12-11-09

"e author recalls that the Japanese Prime Minister has set his country the aim of 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 25% compared with 1990. Internationally, the 
announcement was gratefully received and internally with opinions divided between 
NGOs (clearly in favour of the initiative) and some industrial sectors (that, critical of 
the policy of emission rights set out in the Kyoto protocol, oppose the prime 
Minister’s plan as unfeasible). Hatoyama’s initiative is clearly based on the system of 
emissions trading  and the author analyses the pros and cons of this approach, 
concluding that Japan should take a closer look at whether or not this would be the 
best policy instrument permi'ing the government to keep a fair balance between the 
economy and the environment (in the end advocating the unilateral mechanism of 
pledge and review, combined with the necessary structural reforms).
_________________________________________________________

Biodegradable bags
[Bolsas biodegradables]
Editorial La Naci—n, 03-11-09

"e city of Buenos Aires is taking a positive step by making supermarkets substitute 
their current plastic bags for biodegradable bags. Also, companies, institutions and 
public bodies have to send their correspondence in envelopes that will not harm the 
environment. It would be nice if the already approved regulations provoked, as has 
already happened with some of them, in other provinces a positive a'itude towards 
eliminating and substituting plastic bags. In Argentina’s case, it is important that these 
changes are accompanied by a process of information designed to arouse the interest 
and awareness of citizens about this issue. It is far worse to have an unenforced 
regulation than a complete absence of regulation.
_________________________________________________________
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From Barcelona to Copenhagen
[De Barcelona a Copenhague]
Editorial El Peri—dico, 27-10-09

Climate change appears to be a major problem of global equality. If in the atmosphere 
there is space for a limited quantity of greenhouse gasses, it needs to be determined 
how this global, public resource is to be divided up. "e !gures speak for themselves: 
poor countries will suffer more than 75% of the damage caused by climate change, 

while rich countries have been responsible for 2/3 of CO2 emissions since the 
beginning of the industrial era. And if a principle of equality is not respected, it won’t 
be possible to reach an agreement in Copenhagen. "e agreement should not just be 
about mitigating the process by se'ing caps on emissions for each country, it should 
also include !nancial aid for poor countries to adapt.
"ere are other questions threatening the outcome of Copenhagen. First is the 
possibility that warming will stall and that there may be a reduction in temperature for 
10 or 20 years. "e second is the emergence of the idea of a carbon tax at EU borders 
that would be imposed on the import of products based on their carbon footprint.
_________________________________________________________

!e black coal policy
[La negra política de carbón]
Jeffrey Sachs, La Naci—n, 27-10-09

For the author a basic reason explaining the USA’s inaction over plans to combat 
climate change since it signed the UN Treaty on Climate Change in 1992 is: at least 25 
states produce coal, an activity that generates income, jobs and tax revenue and that 
still provides a disproportionately large amount of the country’s energy needs. "is 
factor means that the game of ge'ing votes in the Senate to ratify an international 
treaty becomes a mission impossible for Obama to accomplish in seeking to bring his 
country down the path of climate change action. Another option would be to focus on 
national legislation, as the Senate majority required is lower, but even here the 
opposing voices in the Senate could use delaying tactics that would in fact paralyse 
this route. When China and India, countries from whom less has always been 
expected in the way of !ghting against climate change, have launched a credible 
initiative along these lines, how will the US Senate be able to face the world as the last 
great obstacle to achieving a global deal?.
_________________________________________________________

!ey aren’t seals
[No son focas]
Rafael Méndez, El Pa’s, 23-09-2009

Whoever thinks that the struggle against climate change is an affair for ecologists is 
quite simply and plainly mistaken. Ful!lling the EU’s proposal to reduce emissions to 
two tonnes of CO2 per head of population by 2050 will involve a revolution that is 
still difficult to imagine. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
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"at’s why the deal is so complicated. "e idea of tariffs, if there is no agreement, has 
been proposed by US politicians and they have made many more suggestions. "e 
threat of protectionism keeps cropping up. However, although slowly, the negotiation 
moves forward. Now nobody doubts the magnitude of the problem.
_________________________________________________________

Mr Obama and Mr Hu on warming
Editorial, !e New York Times, 23-09-09

Less than three months from the Copenhagen summit on climate change, the UN 
called more than 100 world leaders to a preparatory meeting. Amongst them all, the 
editorial points out, the most decisive for the success or failure of the agreement 
needed to replace the 1997 Kyoto Protocol are presidents Obama and Hu: the US and 
China produce 40% of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions. Whether the 
disagreement on the historic gap dividing industrialised and developing countries is 
acknowledged (for the la'er, the West should bear the brunt of the cost of the struggle 
against climate change, while the West thinks that countries like China and India have 
growth rates meaning they should not be on the sidelines as they were at Kyoto), at 
least the governments of China and North America have shown they are willing to 
listen to the others position with more a'ention and that they are disposed to take 
decisions and action. It is not enough, but the fact that the two governments have set 
aside the music hall routine that saw them delay decision-making until the other party 
had acted, is already progress.
_________________________________________________________

A carbon tax:  a measure as unfair as it is ineffective
[Taxe carbone: une mesure aussi injuste qu’inefficace]
Alain Madelin, Le Figaro, 17-09-09

"e author analyses, in both the French and the international context, what is in his 
judgement the uselessness and ineffectiveness of a carbon tax, which is being 
proposed as a symbolic measure by the French government in the !ght against climate 
change: in his opinion, it is not about !scal reparations destined to make each of us 
pay the environmental costs of our actions (based on the principle of “polluter pays”), 
rather in the war against climate change this tax is a'empting to be a weapon of 
dissuasion against the use of fossil fuels. "e author provides diverse examples of why 
he thinks this approach is ineffective and concludes that “behind all this !scal 
agitation, the reality is that the !ght against global warming on a planetary scale 
depends on the arrival of new technologies and the speed of their diffusion, which in 
turn depends on the prosperity of countries throughout the world”.
_________________________________________________________
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Carbon tax: a historic moment
[Taxe carbone: un moment historique]
Jean-Marc Jancovici, Le Figar—, 09-09-2009

We must not reject a new tax, this could be a lesser evil compared with the threat 
hanging over us. Energy by de!nition accompanies all changes in the physical world 
and also all human activity. Currently, the whole system is based on abundant, low-
cost energy. "erefore, raising taxes to protect the climate is an appropriate 
mechanism. "is is hard to accept for our fellow citizens who still underestimate the 
problem.
_________________________________________________________

CO2 emission cuts doable
Takamitsu Sawa, !e Japan Times, 07-09-09

Shortly before taking office as Prime Minister of Japan, Yukio Hatoyama announced 
his country’s intention of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 25% by 2020, 
compared with 1990 levels. His announcement was greeted with immediate criticism 
from some business circles and his !nance minister: this objective could endanger the 
international competitiveness of Japanese industry and would place a heavy burden 
on the population’s standard of living. In the author’s opinion this type of criticism 
can only be based on manipulated economic models and the announced aim of 25% 
reductions by 2020 is feasible. For four reasons: population decline and aging will 
mean a 5% reduction in total emissions (even if the emissions per head stay at 1990 
levels); the strong possibility that national emissions of greenhouse gases will be 
drastically reduced by the growth in products respectful of the environment, 
including renewable energy, a trend that will grow if prices fall with mass production; 
the promotion of renewable energy systems; and a system of carbon trading that must 
be established quickly, and if this system could be linked to the those of the EU and 
the USA, the prices of emission rights would have a stable evolution and could be kept 
low. "e author also recommends the new Japanese government take note of the 
energy and commitment shown by the US president on this issue.
_________________________________________________________

Praiseworthy environmental regulation
[Elogiable normativa ambiental]
Editorial, La Naci—n, 04-09-2009

A new environmental regulation approved in Buenos Aires says that super and 
hypermarkets in the city will have four years to eliminate non-biodegradable bags and 
substitute them for bags that will not affect the environment. "is is an initiative that 
needs to be supported because it encourages all sectors of our society to start to 
become more aware of this kind of initiative, which will make a more sustainable 
world possible.
_________________________________________________________
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