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Abortion: a right in the making
[Aborto: un derecho en transito]

Santiago Barambio; Francisca Garcia,
Piiblico, 01-06-2009

At the ACAI (Asociaciéon de Clinicas
Acreditadas para la Interrupcién del
. . Embarazo - Association of Accredited
Inside, you will find Abortion Clinics) they think a woman's
summaries of articles on: motives for deciding to have an abortion
are intimate and should remain private.
_ For this reason they propose that in the
B BIOETHICS new abortion law, women, as they can in
Holland, should be able to terminate up
until the moment when the foetus

becomes viable, around the 24th week of
gestation. The limit could be extended in
cases of serious foetal pathology or danger
to the mother’s health. However, the
government prefers an intermediate
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solution, based on the European average.
The ACAI is currently collaborating so
SCIENTIFIC that the project can be improved.
AND Although a conservative time limit is on

QRO INOIBOICIN (| (o], for the first time the freedom of
CAL ETHICS women to choose is recognised; health is
defined as physical, mental and social
wellbeing. The negative side is that
women have to pass two medical boards.
The involvement in cases of serious
pathologies, diagnosed from the 22nd

week onwards, of a committee charged

ECOLOGICAL
ETHICS

with assessing these pathologies different
from that which will perform the surgical
intervention is also a positive move.
Finally, if contraceptives were free, the
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number of unwanted pregnancies,
especially amongst adolescents, would
certainly fall.

Breaking the climate deadlock
Tony Blair, The Japan Times, 09-07-09

The former prime minister of Britain
presents a reasonably optimistic vision of
the possibilities of achieving significant
reductions in global, atmospheric CO,

emissions, if the necessary investments in
three specific areas are agreed on and
implemented: increases in energy
efficiency, reduction in deforestation and
the use of low-carbon energy sources
(including nuclear and renewable
energy). A priority objective for the
Copenhagen meeting would be: that it
takes the right decision about the
investments that have to be made now
and which will benefit us in the future.
“Between Aquila (where the last G8
summit was held) and Copenhagen there
will undoubtedly be difficult discussions
about medium term targets for developed
countries. Although these targets are
important, what really matters is
agreement on the measures that, at the
end of the day, will set the world on a new
path towards a low carbon future".
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Dignity and death
Editorial, The Times, 15-07-09

The editorial, while being delicately respectful with the decisions of those who choose
to put an end to their days when illness has reduced their existence to an inevitably
losing battle against pain and suffering, and underlining the need to respect the right
to a dignified death, questions why assisted suicide has to be left in the hands of a
small private clinic in Switzerland (Dignitas). The public powers should abandon the
caution and reluctance with which they have approached this question and should
plan to act and legislate on an issue that raises so many ethical questions, without
letting personal attitudes be determined exclusively by this Swiss organisation.

Don’t give up the fight for choice on abortion
Robyn Blummer, St. Petersburg Times, 12-07-09

The author, recalling the figure of Dr G. Tiller, a doctor who performed late-stage
abortions for women facing serious health problems and who was assassinated by a
supporter of the anti-abortionist cause, raises the question of abortion with respect to
the planned reform to the North American health system. Some of the amendments
presented in Congress attempt to prohibit contributions to abortion services in any
health plan defined by the government or subsidised through public funds. And the
author is concerned about the cowardice of Democratic representatives who instead
of rallying to a humanist cause and defending women’s rights to choose seem to have
left the market on morality in the hands of the anti-abortion cause.

Reasonable compensation
Editorial, New York Times, 11-07-09

New York has decided to allow researchers to use state funds to pay women up to
$10,000 to donate eggs for embryonic stem cell research. Despite the criticism
provoked, the editorial is in agreement with the measure, provided measures and
systems of review and analysis are implemented that will allow unjustified abuses to
be avoided, assure compliance with current protocols and provide as much
information as possible to donors so that their informed consent can be obtained.




Not all abortions are equal
Ross Douthat, New York Times, 09-07-2009

The murder of Dr Tiller helps explain why many believe that abortion should be
allowed at all stages of pregnancy. Tiller practiced third trimester abortions, in other
words, he handled the hardest cases, the ones most people did not want to touch:
women for whom pregnancy represented a high risk, women whose children would
be born dead or dieing, women who had been raped, ‘women’ of 10 years old. Tiller
was a religious person convinced he was doing good, but his detractors believed that
he was not just handling dramatic cases, but any late term, third trimester pregnancy.
For precisely this reason it is necessary to legislate to establish which abortions can be
carried out or not in the final months of a pregnancy.

Protection for doctors
Editorial, New York Times, 08-07-2009

Following the murder of Dr G. Tiller, the decision has been taken to provide official
security for some abortion clinics and doctors in high-risk situations. But this is not
enough. The Tiller case demonstrates that more could have been done about this, as
the murderer, Scott Roeder, had been know for some time to the FBI for cases of
vandalism against abortion clinics and had posted threats on the Internet. His history
should have raised greater concern. Dr Tiller had already been shot at and his clinic
vandalised in the past. Advocates of reproductive rights say that the protection offered
to these clinics was reduced during the Bush era.

New stem cell rules
Editorial, New York Times, 08-07-2009

Under Obama a lot of research will be funded that was not permitted by the Bush
administration, but many of the most promising projects could still be left without
funding. Under Bush, support was only given to 21 stem cell lines that had been
derived with private money from an excess of embryos created by fertility clinics
before 2001. Now many of the hundreds of existing lines will be able to be used.
Donors will be informed and give written consent and the NIH will establish which
lines it is ethically justified to use. But this prevents research aimed at curing specific
patients with specific diseases through therapeutic cloning. That research could be a
source of significant discoveries.




Rules on stem cell research do not veer from Bush policies
Russell Korobkin, Miami Daily Business Review, 06-07-2009

In the Bush period, biomedical research was seen as an extension of pro-abortion
policy. Thus, a blastocyst would have the same moral status as a person. Although
under Obama this has changed, perhaps it has not changed as much as was hoped for.
The National Institute for Health (NIH), exercising its new-found independence,
seems to be restoring restrictions from the Bush era. In fact, the NIH is already placing
restrictions on the creation of new embryonic stem cell research lines by simply
implementing the legislation known as the “Dickey-Wicker Amendment", which
prohibits Federal support for research that harms embryos. The NIH is even more
responsible for a proposal to limit research to lines derived from embryos left over
from in vitro fertilisation and prohibiting the creation of embryos specifically for
research. The idea is to not increase the number of embryos destroyed, but this is only
a moral obstacle if it is considered that a blastocyst’s only purpose is procreation, and
it seemed that this is what had to be overcome. Finally, the NIH would ban funding of
research using a cell line if any compensation had been provided for donation of the
progenitor embryo. This would impede scientific knowledge of specific, genetic cases.

Doctors want nothing to do with assisted suicide
Ian McColl, Telegraph, 06-07-09

Responding to discussion in the British House of Lords over a legal amendment that
aims to remove the threat of prosecution from relatives who help people with serious
illnesses (the terminal nature of which and whose mental capacity to formulate a
declaration of intention would have to be assessed by doctors, formulating an opinion
in "good faith") to die, the author reviews the doubtful and troubling ethical aspects of
this question: it is not necessary for the doctors giving their opinion to be experts on
the illness in question nor to have the skills to judge the mental capacity of the
patient; what should the definition of a terminal illness be?; the numerous errors in
predicting the time remaining to a terminally ill patient; the risks that depression
might also affect the patient’s capacity for judgement and clear thought; the cases of
coercion and family interest that could happen in particular circumstances involving a
possible inheritance or to put an end to the “burden” the patient’s care represents to
their relatives; etc. “It is not at all surprising, then, that the majority of doctors don’t
want to have anything to do with this. They are only too aware of the vulnerability of
seriously ill patients and the need to offer them more legal protection and not less.”




Stem-cell guidelines are a good start
Cynthia B.Cohen, The Washington Post, 03-07-2009

The debate sparked by the draft NIH directives on stem cells has overshadowed the
many interesting contributions they contain. In fact, they establish protection for
donors that had not been taken into consideration before. Although the draft details
the informed consent precisely, it does not take into consideration recent studies
showing that embryo donors want to have more opportunities during the treatment
to decide what do with any left-over eggs and to be sure that their decisions are not
influenced by pressure from their doctor. We have a good draft that still needs to be
perfected.

Dead to rights: a gunman kills a doctor and hurts his cause
Editorial, The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 03-07-2009

Anti-abortionist groups have said that they deplore the murder of Dr Tiller and that
they prayed only for his change of heart, not for his death. Although they may be
sincere, they have a certain complicity in what happened. Good people are not
responsible for what the bad people who share their ideas might do, but not everyone
in the pro-life movement is completely innocent. Some have aroused and promoted
hatred for doctors like Tiller, whom they labelled a mass murderer or the most evil
man on the planet. The problem is that good people have allowed those with bad
intentions to define their cause.

Clinics in the cross hairs; after an abortion provider’s killing, a need for greater
security
Editorial, The Washington Post, 03-07-2009

Dr Tiller knew the risks of practicing late-term abortions. His home and his office had
already been picketed and threatened, and he had already been the victim of attacks.
This is now the fourth case of the murder of an abortion doctor since 1993. What
needs to be done is to guarantee the safe resolution of the cases that he had been
handling. Since 1982 the places where a woman could obtain an abortion have
reduced drastically. Medicine must respond to the needs of extreme cases like those
treated by Dr Tiller.




Mothers for hire and consuls
[Madres de alquiler y cénsules]
Inocencio Arias, Publico, 29-06-09

A consul has been accused of discrimination against homosexual couples by refusing
to register a child born to a surrogate mother at the Consulate. Spanish law prohibits
the use of paid surrogate mothers. A Consul cannot amend the letter of the Law or the
will of Parliament. Consulates are not competent to carry out registrations if the
promoters do not reside in their region. They have to go to the Central Registry. If the
couples, heterosexuals or of the same sex, think the law is unjust and out-of —touch or
that the Central Registry cannot cope with it, they have to demand reforms from
Madrid. A consul has a limited capacity for action. He has to apply the law and follow
instructions honestly.

Neither euthanasia nor suicide, but end-of-life choice
Sarah Wootton, The Guardian, 22-06-2009

The current campaign for assisted death in the UK is not about euthanasia or suicide;
it is only about the right to choose to die with assistance for those who are terminally
ill, with strict controls. The figures obtained by the Swiss clinic Dignitas show the need
for changes to the current law. Many are worried because people who are not
terminally ill have also decided to travel to Switzerland to die. We have to guarantee
quality palliative care and assure the legal distinction between assisted suicide and
assisted death. Whilst a suicide is motivated by desperation or mental health
problems, assisted death is the rational decision of someone who knows that their
condition is terminal and without hope of solution. Helping these cases is not
promoting suicide. What is certain is that we are talking about vulnerable people, but
the lack of legislation makes them more so.

Bioethics must not paralyse organ donations and transplants
[La bioéthique ne doit pas paralyser les dons et les greffes d’'organes]
Christian Baudelot, Yvanie Caillé & al., Le Monde, 10-06-09

The authors, members of the collective “Tomorrow, the transplant” (Demain la greffe)
express their concerns over the report released by the French Council of State
concerning reforms to the bioethics law. Specifically, the authors of this article are
concerned about the proposals relating to organ transplant and donation, they see in
the report’s position an excess of zeal concerning organ donation (and the means of
assuring the donor’s consent) and a marked absence of consideration for the 13,000
patients waiting for a transplant in France, or for the 220 people who died in 2008
because they had not received a transplant in time: “organ donation only makes sense
when it happens for one reason: to cure illness and save lives. Considering the ethics
only from the point of view of the donor, ignoring its final aim, is to pay scant
attention to the duty of solidarity and the right to health of men, women and children
awaiting a transplant”.



The majority of neighbouring countries, it seems to the authors, practice more
“voluntary” strategies based on systematic information-giving and suggesting the
possibility of donation. In addition, such a conservative position in this field, like the
one taken in this report, opens the door, in the context of growing demand, to a
situation that could develop into the trafficking and sale of human organs in poor
countries with a far less scrupulous legal context: exactly the reverse of what the
report would like to achieve.

Objections to abortion
[Reparos al aborto]
Editorial, El Pais, 02-06-09

The rejection by the majority of people in Spanish society of adolescent abortion
without parental consent must provoke some calm reflection on this issue. Making it
compulsory to inform parents could produce the same problems that led to the
creation of the current law: clandestine abortions, hidden out of fear of the family's
reaction. France has made it possible for abortions for young women to take place
with an adult present, although that might not be a parent or teacher. In Spain, a
young Spanish woman that goes for an abortion in the health system has the option of
being accompanied by a doctor or social worker. Strengthening all these mechanisms
could address the negative reactions revealed in surveys and, at the same time, help
implement this incontestable right which gives adolescents, from 16 years old, the
same freedom of choice in this area as they already exercise in choosing to marry or to
have sexual relationships without parental consent. The change in the law must be
debated in Parliament, where the regulation could be improved and the consensus
desirable for this kind of law achieved.




Résumés, references and... Facebook password? Asking job applicants for access
to their online accounts is a mistake. But so is posting compromising

information online.
Editorial, Denver Post, 23-07-2009

The city of Bozeman is right to have banned its employers from demanding access to
job candidates' Facebook accounts (they should have enough to go on with academic
credentials, CVs and police records). All the same, prospective job candidates need to
learn from this situation and stop posting the first thing that comes into their head on
the Internet. They need to be aware that the information they place in the public
domain could end up influencing potential employers.

Cyber overkilk project to safeguard governmental computers, run by the NSA,
is too big a threat to Americans’ privacy
Jesselyn Radack, Los Angeles Times, 14-07-09

In the USA, cybernetic security is, undoubtedly, an affair of importance in the bosom
of national security policies, but the author questions whether the path taken by the
Obama administration (which continues to follow the direction taken by Bush, based
on the same principles and instruments) is the right one: “President Obama’s
federalisation of many private systems and his adoption of many of the Bush
administration’s spying tactics [...] expose many Americans’ private data to
government scrutiny”. In the author's opinion, the right option would be an in-depth
review and audit of the previous administration’s principles and operations in this
matter, but, instead, Obama has decided to extend the powers of those appointed by
Bush.

Clash of the Internet titans
Editorial, The Baltimore Sun, 13-07-09

The article compares the trajectories of Microsoft and Google and reaches the
conclusion that nowadays it is difficult to tell which is which, in the sense that both
have become de facto oligopolies in the telecommunications market. The only sure
thing is that the brutal competition between the two companies could benefit the
consumer and the fact that between them they are cutting prices and scaling back
could allow somebody new to carve a niche in the market.




In schools, a firewall that works too well
Justin Reich, The Washington Post, 11-07-09

The author shows how a policy of protecting young people with regard to their access
and use of Web contents can no longer be based on the installation of so-called
"firewalls” or content filters. In the first place, because young people have plenty of
resources to hand to get round these devices and render them useless. And, secondly,
because the ones who come off worse from these measures are, in fact, the school
teachers themselves who, seeing access to certain educational resources on-line
becoming more complex, in many cases stop using them altogether, depriving
education of a basic tool. The best protection and prevention strategy would be to
educate the kids themselves about Internet citizenship and their online safety: how to
safeguard their own, personal information, managing cyber-bullying, reporting and
ignoring propositions from unknown adults...This type of education has to be
provided both at home and at school. Another effective protection strategy would be
online supervision, both traditional and technologically advanced: teachers using
computers in their classrooms should observe students’ screens, IT staff and libraries
should have desks close to groups of computers in public use, IT classrooms, in
general, should be located in highly frequented places with large windows enabling
control from outside and, of course, schools need to install control programmes that
allow IT staff to supervise students’ screen activity.

Dotcom war
[“Guerra.com”]
Editorial, El Pais, 10-07-09

In 2010 Google will launch a light operating system made for working over the
Internet. It is written in open source and will be distributed free, two key differences
with respect to Windows, a closed system that has to be bought. It is a warning shot
across the bows of Microsoft’s core business that overshadows the October launch of
the new version of its OS, Windows 7. In the free software universe there are already
free, alternative operating systems to Windows, but none have been able to oust it.
Google won't find it easy to do so either. In this dotcom war, to occupy territory,
Google is diverting the digital centrality of the computer, controlled by Microsoft, to
the web and mobility, where the search engine dominates with a different business
model.

Cyber security: policies to protect computers must not compromise rights
Editorial, The Post-Standard, 09-07-09

The editorial, at the same time as underlining the undoubted risks for security
(personal and collective) represented by new, cybernetic threats and therefore
understanding the idea behind the Obama administration’s refining of the strategy for
protecting North American computer systems, raises the need to protect the rights of
privacy and civil liberties. The author is drawing attention to the issue because “the
government can hardly present a menu of flawless services which touch on
safeguarding the rights of citizens, particullaély when national security is at stake”.




Power with the Web
[Poder con la Red]
Xulio Rios, El Pais, 09-07-09

The author analyses what the Chinese government’s strategy towards the Internet
might be: to control the Web as far as it can, making it into an instrument for the
legitimisation of its power. With regard to control the data is clear: close to 19,000
websites are inaccessible in China; almost 3,000 Taiwanese sites are censored on the
mainland, removing mentions of news agencies, search engines or universities; the
closure of websites and the confiscation of servers form part of the daily routine. The
search for legitimisation is also clear: many figures in the regime have appeared for
online chats which the official media have called an exercise in electronic democracy;
and the government as a whole has promised to employ the Web to explore opinion
about future laws, “a positive and moderate innovation that shows perhaps a certain
respect for the appearance of citizenship, but could also lead to better channelling of
opposition and strengthen its power with a technical consultation system that
becomes a synonym for democracy, a neat confusion”

Stopping the censors
Editorial, The San Francisco Chronicle, 07-07-2009

Should Google, Yahoo and Microsoft abandon countries that censor the Internet? Or
is there a middle way that can balance the conflict between freedom and business?
After years pondering the situation, a way is being proposed to minimise conflicts over
civil liberties. The policies now being proposed with the Global Network Initiative also
seek to guide companies that have no experience in this field and don’t want to end up
like Yahoo, which gave up information about dissidents who have since been
imprisoned. However, some groups have not offered support to the initiative, such as
the suppliers of servers and groups defending human rights.

A categorical imperative to twitter
Gideon Rachman, Financial Times, 29-06-2009

Until recently the author thought that the journalism that could be done with Twitter
amounted to nothing. But now it seems like it’s the political and philosophical
medium of the moment. It needs to be recognised that it allowed Iranian protesters to
communicate and inform themselves and evade censorship. The power of extreme
brevity is considerable, and it seems that a book would have no value if its argument
could not be boiled down to 140 characters. The Communist manifesto can certainly
be summarised with “workers of the world unite, you have nothing to lose but your
chains”, and the father of Utilitarianism, Bentham, could have been twittered thus:
“the greatest happiness of the greatest number”, even the denser Kant could have
expressed his categorical imperative in less than 140 characters. But not all great works
contain such significant and brief phrases. The problem with twitter is that it
encourages brevity and incessant communication at the same time.



If Marx had been alive today, perhaps he would not have had time to write his work;
instead he would have written: “just got to the British Museum. Going for a cup of

»

tea.

Controlling Internet downloads
[El control de descargas en la red]
Marc Carrillo, El Periédico, 22-06-09

The author analyses arguments used by the French Constitutional Council in its draft
report on the so-called “anti-download law” put forward by the French government.
This regulation, that has been declared unconstitutional by the Council, would give
the Higher Authority for the Diffusion of Works and the Protection of Rights on the
Internet (the HADOPI), an independent authority with organic and functional
autonomy, the power to sever the Internet connection of persistent downloaders of
copyright-protected files. Given the obvious interest of the question in the context of
the information society, the author briefly analyses the report’s four basic arguments.
First, the concession of this power to the HADOPI would ignore the fundamental
character of the right of freedom of expression and communication (for the exercise
of which the Internet provides another platform in today’s society finds). Second, the
control of the exercise of a fundamental right corresponds to a jurisdictional power
and not to an administrative authority. The guarantee of fundamental rights in a State
of Law, and their judicial control, are admissible once exercised (and not before,
unless a judge can be persuaded to authorise it). Thirdly, the burden of proof of the
illegality of a download of a protected work falls to the public power and not to the
individual accused (the right to due process). Finally, the authorisation given to
obtain data that permits the identification of the downloaders should be proportional
to the end pursued, since otherwise the user’s right to privacy could be infringed”.

How we should keep an eye on the powers that are watching us
Nigel Shadbolt, The Times, 09-06-09

Privacy is a fundamental right for the proper functioning of a liberal, democratic
society, so the fact that technology makes it possible for the State, and private
companies, to gather more and more personal information makes it a priority to think
of strategies that permit the safeguarding of this fundamental right. The author sets
out a series of proposals to this end. Governments must anticipate the consequences
and risks of this loss of privacy, and special reports and commissions should be
thinking and working towards this. Any failure in the treatment of personal
information by the public or private sector should be communicated to those affected
immediately. All government departments that have access and control over this type
of database should name an official responsible for privacy. Likewise, written
procedures must be established for the management, control and review of the
accuracy of the personal information that is being held. In addition, they should be
subjected to independent and regular audits to check that the provisions of the data
protection law are being complied with.
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Farms and antibiotics
Editorial, New York Times, 24-07-09

The Union of Concerned Scientists estimates that 70% of antibiotics used in the USA
are used to fatten farm animals. Agricultural antibiotics are a regular dietary
complement used to increase growth and reduce the risk of infection on industrial
farms. These practices carry ever increasing risks for both humans and animals. In an
environment where antibiotics are omnipresent, as they are in industrial agriculture,
resistance to antibiotics develops rapidly, reducing the effectiveness of the most
common remedies. Despite this danger, the Food and Drug Administration has been
reluctant to restrict the agricultural use of antibiotics. A new bill (the Preservation of
Antibiotics for Medical Treatment Act) would allow vets to prescribe antibiotics to
treat animals individually or to prevent disease, but it would drastically restrict the
routine feeding of antibiotics to farm animals. The legislation is meeting tough
resistance from the farm lobby, but the current practice is dangerous. Congress should
put a stop to it before a whole class of medicines becomes useless.

Who's crazy now?
Alex Beam, The Boston Globe, 17-07-09

The author comments on the appearance on the market of the DSM-V (the fifth
edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders) and does so in a
clear tone of criticism and irony. In his opinion, and that of others whom he quotes as
sources and whose arguments he cites, there is a growing pressure to continue adding
debatable diagnoses to the DSM with little scientific basis and hardly any backing
from clinical or epidemiological studies. Behind all of this some believe they see the
long hand of the pharmaceutical industry attempting to pathologise certain
completely natural emotional responses to hunger, humiliation, financial insecurity,
racism, sexism and isolation.

Peter and the virus
[Pedro y el virus]
Editorial, El Pais, 13-07-09

The virus causing the new flu has become the first pandemic of the 21st century. But it
has raised a doubt about the WHO?s alert system that requires a phase 6 (pandemic)
alert to be declared when an infectious agent passes easily between people without the
need for them to be in close contact with one another. The WHO and its advisors
must realise that this cannot happen next time. They have avoided panic. Now they
need to take advantage of the experience to improve the assessment and information
system.




Healthy debate; we'’re on the slippery slope to ice floes
Charlotte Allen, Los Angeles Times, 05-07-2009

In the current debate about reform to the health system there is a great diversity of
opinion. But there is something that should never happen, and which Obama
apparently wants to bring about. It seems that he has fixed on the oldest and sickest as
a way of cutting health costs, as 30% of Medicare costs go to care for patients in their
final year of life. Obama raised the example of his own grandmother who received a
hip-replacement operation after she had already been diagnosed with terminal cancer.
He asked himself if this was necessary. Operations of this kind are the result of a
subjective decision taken within the framework of the doctor-patient relationship; this
would be replaced by decisions informed by large-scale studies of the overall picture,
taken by committee. The author thinks that decisions of this sort, like fitting a
prosthetic hip when somebody’s old, are decisions patients should make themselves,
not have taken for them by society or its governmental committees.

Biting hands that feed
Steven Syre, The Boston Globe, 03-07-2009

It is normal that biotech companies fight amongst themselves, but they rarely go to
court against the big universities and scientific institutions, as that’s where they find
their source of talent and they do not compete directly with them. That’s what makes
this case (Max Planck Gmbh and Alnylam Pharmaceuticals Inc. vs. MIT)
extraordinary. Prominent scientists are in dispute with the biotech industry over
intellectual property rights in an emerging field that could change the course of new
biotechnologies and which would create great fortunes. The conflict has a personal
basis, as the Nobel winner Philip Sharp is founder of Alnylam and a professor at MIT,
and similar situations apply to other scientists involved. The patents under discussion
involve a new form of biotechnology called “RNA interference” that allows the genes
responsible for serious illnesses to be deactivated.

Scopes, Darwin and Gina
[Scopes, Darwin y Gina]
Laura Sanchez-Pindn, Piblico, 30-06-2009

Darwin’s theories revolutionised our understanding of the world and its ideas have
formed the basis of modern science. In fact, Darwin could never have imagined the
scope of his new theory. 150 years later we see how the theory has transcended the
questions Darwin was concerned with, has impregnated scientific disciplines and
strengthened their applicability. For example, the 1992 Innocence project, where an
NGO was formed to promote the review of miscarriages of justice using forensic
genetics. Recently, the USA has approved the GINA law (Genetic Information Non-
discrimination Act). This law has been debated for 13 years and prohibits companies
from using genetic information when hiring, firing or promoting employees and
insurance companies from soliciting such information when determining whether or
not to provide cover.
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DNA can prevent crime
Gerald Bailey, The Miami Herald, 29-06-09

The author, a commissioner of the Florida Law Enforcement Department, presents a
eulogistic vision of the recently approved law that extends the right to keep the DNA
information of persons arrested for or suspected of a crime on the state’s database for
ten years. A database of this type has already demonstrated its usefulness in the
clearing of unsolved crimes and preventing re-offending. A regulation that, according
to the author, also has some key protections that allow the right to privacy to be
assured and the minimum guarantees that an instrument of this kind can bring:
“public safety in the 21st century is not just about solving crimes, but also about using
technology to prevent them”.

Referral system turns patients into commodities
Sandeep Jauhar, The New York Times, 26-05-2009

Many specialists depend on patients sent to them by a GP. Referrals depend on the
relationship the doctors have and could lead specialists to lose patients. This
relationship is a transaction open to manipulation, meaning that the need for the
patient to be treated by the specialist most appropriate for them is disregarded.
Favours are often expected in return for referring patients and on occasions doctors
have been paid for referrals. Some regulations do exist, for instance a doctor cannot
send patients to a company he owns shares in, but in general there is no legislation or
regulation in the area. We have a referral system that is too easily corrupted and that
turns patients into commodities, it’s time to find ways of regulating the system.




ECOLOGICAL ETHICS

What is non-productive ecology?
[Lécologie non productive, cest quoi?]
Claude Allegre, Libération, 20-07-09

Productive ecology is a form of management consisting in solving ecological
problems, creating new jobs and new risks. Instead of an accusatory and punitive
ecology, the author wants to propose an ecology of creation, invention, of
overcoming, of repairing that ends in economic growth at the same time as
establishing a certain harmony between man and nature, in which, however, mankind
is never sacrificed to ecological demands. The author analyses three examples to
illustrate this procedure: Nuclear energy, pesticides, insecticides and fertilisers, and
controlling carbon gas. The opposition between two different visions of ecology
marks a fundamental gap facing society and man. The positive and humanist vision
defended by the author is of a society of freedom, of free enterprise and constant
progress, not one of heavy regulation and an omnipresent State taking decisions
instead of the citizens. It is above all an optimistic vision of a mankind that knows how
to adapt to its constantly changing environment and that believes progress is to be
found in innovation and optimism and not in punishment and fear.

Climate change: green dreams
Editorial, The Guardian, 16-07-09

The editorial welcomes with approval (although also with some reservations) the
British government's plan, unveiled to the media in July, to turn the UK into a low-
carbon society by 2020 (a 34% reduction in emissions compared with 1990). The
daring element of the white paper is that is claims that all this is possible without
depriving the population of its present levels of comfort. The ambition is remarkable,
even if much of the detail in the paper is familiar to experts. But it is reasonable to ask
whether it can be met in only 10 years, during a period of sharply falling government
spending, dependent on technologies that have not all been invented and decisions
that have not all been taken”,

Fighting climate change with patents
Tim Wilson, The Wall Street Journal, 15-07-09

World leaders talk a lot about climate change. One of the ways to put their
determination into practice would be to protect the intellectual property of green
innovators from an increasingly fierce attack by developing-world politicians and
wrong-minded activists. By rewarding inventors and business people, well-protected
patents provide the proper incentives for innovation that will produce the technology
necessary to control climate change. Patents are increasingly seen as the main obstacle
to making technology transfer cheaper. Leaders should consider the possibility of
authorising "compulsory licensing" for green technologies.



This would be a new loophole in international rules on intellectual property that
would allow governments in developing countries to break patents "for the public
good"; such a loophole already exists for pharmaceutical products. A growing number
of patents in these technologies are held by inventors in developing countries. The
balance still favours inventors in developed countries. Authorising entrepreneurs in
poor countries to take advantage of their discoveries will be good for both the
environment and for the economies of developing countries. The best way to a green
future is not to break the principles of the free market, but rather to return to them.

The ecological pose
[La pose ecoldgica]
Guy Sorman, ABC, 13-07-09

In the world controversy over climate change it is very hard to distinguish between
scientific knowledge, the mystic cult of Mother Nature, ideological hostility towards
progress and media posturing. The democratic majority in the US House of
Representatives has just approved a law on climate change (Clean Energy Bill). The
cap and trade system reconciles ecology and the market: each greenhouse gas
producing company will have an emissions quota. Those who go over their quota can
buy the rights to pollute from those who have achieved target. But this is not going to
help deal with global warming. Cap and trade would only affect the climate if it was
worldwide. On the other hand, alternative non-carbon energy doesn’t exist at the
moment. In the short term the only possible substitute is nuclear energy. What is
needed is a middle way between what is known and what is not known about climate
change. It is known, more or less, that warming is definitely taking place. That carbon
dioxide plays a part, but only a part. Human activities are also known to be a
contributing factor, but on what scale remains unknown. It is known that warming, in
the long term, could have unfortunate and beneficial consequences: it all depends on
the region. Faced with this uncertainty, it is right to act, but with great caution. The
most rational and applicable solution would be a tax on the production of carbon
dioxide. It would a more practical and functional system than cap and trade. But
leaders prefer posturing to action: on this issue, Barack Obama is seeking leadership
rather than efficacy.

Climate change: the sun and the oceans do not lie
Christopher Booker, Telegraph, 11-07-09

The author compares the climate of hysteria created by the defenders of what he calls
the official "consensus" on climate change (with an eye to the Copenhagen summit at
the end of 2009), with the fact that their predictions and computer models are wrong.



Faced with this, a scientific “counter-consensus” is forming around two factors that
would plausibly explain what is happening to temperatures: fluctuations in solar
radiation and corresponding changes in ocean currents. The author refers to a pair of
cases in which officials and governments have tried to silence the voice of this
"counter-consensus” and concludes that “even a compromise [agreement at the
Copenhagen summit] could inflict devastating damage on our own economic future —
all for a theory now shot so full of holes that its supporters are having to suppress free
speech to defend it”

Alesson on warming
Editorial, The New York Times, 10-07-09

The editorial contrasts President Obama’s aspirations with what he actually achieved
at the G8 summit in Italy in terms of policies to combat climate change (an attempted
agreement with a G8 extended to include the 17 economies responsible for 80% of
CO2 emissions to get a cut of 50% in emissions by 2050) with the crude result: it
ended up with the refusal of the developing nations to establish the agreed limit and
with the classic demand that the US and other industrialised countries should do
more (and do it quicker), if not then an unfair share of the burden would be placed on
their shoulders. The meeting ended with an impoverished agreement on the
“aspiration” to prevent temperatures rising above 2°C. It does not appear that in
Copenhagen at the end of the year, any effective agreement will be reached if India
and, above all, China cannot be drawn into a commitment to fight climate change.

De-carbonising society
[Descarnobizar la sociedad]
Josep Penuelas; Jofre Carnicer, La Vanguardia, 09-07-09

The next few decades will determine if the Earth can support the human population
or if the environmental changes that have been unleashed will put an end to the
continuous improvement of human wellbeing. The current indicators are alarming.
Among global environmental changes, the clearest example is the continual increase
in CO2 emissions as a result of the burning of fossil fuels. To solve it, apart from
saving energy, it is imperative that our society becomes de-carbonised. This is no easy
task, but neither is it a utopian dream. It is an achievable objective if the necessary,
viable and efficient actions are taken with speed and determination. The aim of
European legislation is to guarantee that by 2020 renewable energy accounts for at
least 20% of total energy consumption in the EU. This is an important first step, but
runs the risk of falling short. To encourage de-carbonisation, governments have to
consider placing a price on CO2 emissions by establishing direct taxes. It would be
advisable for the UN to create an organisation, or at least an international programme,
to facilitate this transition to renewable, non-carbon energy in an orderly and global
manner.




Tomorrow, do something unreasonable
[Tim Smit, The Times, 09-07-2009

We are living at a critical moment in history, what we do over the next 30 years will
determine the future. By 2050 we shall have had to reduce carbon emissions by 80%,
and this means technological and social change equivalent to that caused by the
Industrial Revolution. But people are not aware of this. We do not think that this will
be solved by idealists and NGOs. What is needed is practical action by individuals and
business initiatives. The problem with idealists is that they think that industrialists will
always be against them, when many of them think the same way they do. The author
came to understand this when the Eden project started, and they saw how it was easy
to work with big companies. Our ambition is to create a moment of collective
awareness, where everybody is working individually for the same end. When people
embrace the green movement, the government will have to do its homework. Mark
Twain said that reasonable people bend themselves to the ways of the world,
therefore, only unreasonable people can bring in changes. From now on, let’s be
collectively unreasonable.

Time for serious negoation
[Hay que negociar en serio]
Jeffrey D. Sachs, La Nacién, 07-07-2009

The problem existing in global politics at the moment is the confusion between
negotiation and problem solving. Each country asks itself: how can I do the least and
get the others to do the most? Instead of: how can we cooperate to achieve shared
objectives with the minimum of cost and the maximum benefit? The transition to new
technologies does not depend on negotiations, but rather on engineering, planning,
finance and incentives. But negotiation does not deal with this, but rather with which
groups of countries have to reduce their emissions, when, etc. It would be more
creative to first debate what the best technological and economic options available are
and how to improve them through research and by developing draft agreements on a
global scale. It would be necessary to consider what each country could do, according
to its ability to access more or less wind, solar or nuclear energy.

Where’s the world’s plan of action against climate change?
Rajendra Pachauri, The Guardian, 23-06-09

The author is chairman of the IPCC, which has established climate change as a reality
beyond scientific doubt. He goes on to give examples of the changes taking place and
their negative consequences: changes in rainfall patterns; greater frequency and
severity of flooding, heatwaves and droughts; negative effects on many economic
activities; reduction in harvest yields; increased morbidity and mortality, and changes
in the spreading of certain diseases. He concludes with the demand that the world as a
whole take specific measures to adapt to this reality: “The need for international
action, therefore, stems from two important observations arising out of the IPCC's

work.
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First, if we do not mitigate emissions of GHGs, the negative effects of climate change
will be difficult to reverse [...] The benefits of mitigating emissions of GHGs are so
overwhelming that this, combined with the prospect of the harm resulting from
inaction, makes it imperative for the world to devise an international response and a
plan of action”

Greening the apocalypse
Helen Phillips, The Guardian, 18-06-2009

The author claims the day the article was published a significant day as the
government, in its latest study, suggests that average summer temperatures in the UK
will rise 6°C, with highs of 40°C in London. In fact we have already experienced the
increase, such as in the 2003 heatwave that caused 2,000 deaths around the UK. It is
not only necessary to conserve nature and wild species, but to adjust and adapt to the
new situation so that the environment can function naturally. We need to react to
climate change by working together with nature, not trusting in as yet untested new
technologies. For example, the saltmarshes protect thousands of miles of coastline at
no cost whatsoever, and they do it better than artificial barriers. To do the opposite
will be an economic disaster.

The urgent need for social-ecology
[L'urgence d’une social-écologie]
Jean-Claude Monod, Libératon, 16-06-2009

Aside from the situation of the moment, the similarity between the electoral results of
the socialists and the greens in France could provide an opportunity to reorganise the
left. The socialist party has lost hegemony over the social demands of traditionally left-
wing workers, incorporating women's, homosexual’s and immigrant’s rights. Socialism
emerged in an industrial society that implicitly defended a triumphant productiveness
that it is now necessary to reconsider in the light of ecology. The parties” and the
socialists' obsession to gain power has led to them losing credibility, whilst the
libertarian, associative culture of the ecologists has gained it. A left in which the
socialist party has lost hegemony means that socialism needs to allow the emergence
of personalities with convictions, who can rise above the games of the party apparatus.

20



China and the environment: red, green and black
Editorial, The Guardian, 11-06-2009

Two years ago, an American journalist said to China that it was fair that it should not
apply anti-climate change measures just yet, as it was its turn to grow as the Western
countries had done before. However, he warned, in the meantime those countries
would be inventing new technologies that sooner or later the Chinese would have to
buy. China has learned the lesson (clean energy can bring benefits and does not have
to be seen simply as a hindrance) and it is investing strongly in clean technology. In
fact, it could become a leading country in green energy, and thus not so dependent on
oil producing countries. Only one serious problem remains: China is still the largest
user of coal and the biggest carbon emitter, and it is not thinking of changing that
because it is too important for its development.

Global warming and a tale of two planets
Christopher Booker, Telegraph, 06-06-09

The opposing positions held by those convinced of the existence and risks of global
warming and those that doubt its very existence are parodied by the author (who is of
the latter persuasion) in a kind of tale of two planets: on one live all those trying to
increase panic about the dangers to the planet, based on studies and predictions with
little scientific basis or rigor; on the other live all the remaining human beings, with
statistical trends showing a decline in global temperatures since 2002, and with
sectors of the population (Chinese, Indians, Africans and South Americans) who are
telling the developed world that if they want a new treaty to replace the Kyoto accord,
the costs will have to be paid by them because they are the ones causing the warming.
A mystery: how are we going to pay if our economies are going to be shut down if we
attempt to meet the objectives for cutting CO2 emissions? And a question: which of
these two planets are we really living on?.
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