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Recession, climate change and 
planning
[Recesi—n, cambio clim‡tico y 
plani!caci—n]
Anthony Giddens, El País, 03-04-2009

Is there a relationship between climate 
change and the recession? Perhaps 
ObamaÕs proposals for a New Deal - 
investing in new technologies to combat 
climate change - could be good for the 
economy. However it would be necessary 
to destine at least 20% of the recovery 
planÕs funds to these technologies, which 
is more than Obama is proposing. 
Countries like South Korea are pu"ing a 
minimum of two-thirds of their recovery 
planÕs !nances into them. We are facing 
the imminent disappearance of the 
petroleum-dependent economy. It is time 
to evaluate its implications. In practice we 
have to look at the kind of job creation 
climate change will bring. It is not clear 
that this will happen automatically; 
normally the incorporation of new 
technologies reduces the need for manual 
labour. Rather, new jobs will come from 
changes to our lives resulting from 
meeting the challenge of climate change 
and energy secur i ty. #atcher i te 
deregulation has ended, we will need 
more from the State and state planning; 
avoiding, however, falling into the 
planning errors of former times. 
Governments will have to take a new role; 
they w i l l have to decide which 

technologies to adopt. #e future will 
demand the e$cient regulation of world 
markets that could pave the way to the 
collaboration necessary to confront 
climate change.

Perishable supports
[Soportes perecederos]
Umberto Eco, El Periódico, 04-05-09

#e author re%ects on the expiry date of 
information supports and how they have 
led him to consider di&erent alternatives 
to books, which are being threatened by 
the fragility of wood-based paper (used 
since the middle of the 19th century). #e 
problem is that all other supports used for 
the transmission and conservation of 
information have an earlier expiry date 
than the book. In some cases their 
perishable nature is obvious, in others the 
question is that there hasnÕt been enough 
time to test them properly. But the fact is 
that Òall mechanical, electric and 
electronic supports become rapidly 
obsolete or we have no idea how long they 
will last and probably we will never be 
able to !nd outÓ. #e authorÕs conclusion 
is that modern supports seem to tend 
more towards the di&usion than 
preservation of information, while the 
book is, at one and the same time, the 
pr imary means of di&usion and 
preservation.
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Mature enough to decide
[Maduras para decidir]
Mecedes Garc’a Ar‡n, El Periódico, 28-05-2009

#ere are two arguments against the Spanish abortion law that need to be answered: 
!rst, termination in the !rst 14 weeks, without any special reason, means recognising 
excessive freedom for women who do not protect the foetus; second, o&ering a free 
choice to women at 16 years of age is not acceptable. #e reform does not neglect the 
protection of the foetus, as it will now prevent termination of very advanced 
pregnancies which at the moment it is possible to justify by claiming grave, psychiatric 
risks. WhatÕs more, within the !rst 14 weeks, women must now receive information 
about their rights and the maternity bene!ts available, which could prevent abortions. 
Finally, abortion is no longer being treated as a mere criminal problem and is being 
considered as an issue of sexual and reproductive health. #e criticisms aimed at 
giving 16-year-olds the right to choose are made in the absence of other, be"er 
arguments. At this age a minor can decide whether or not to submit themselves to a 
life or death operation.
_________________________________________________________

Obama skips thorny details
Clarence Page, Chicago Tribune, 20-05-09

#e author comments on ObamaÕs controversial speech during a ceremony at Notre 
Dame University. In his opinion it was a carefully-worded piece of oratory from a 
pragmatic and moderate Obama: letÕs put ideological con%ict to one side, try and 
avoid points of disagreement and get to work on the mutual interests we can share. 
Certainly, what was le' unsaid in this approach were the most contentious elements 
and those that could create the most controversy. But it is probably not a bad strategy 
when it concerns a debate involving a clash between the two values most appreciated 
by North Americans: life and choice.
_________________________________________________________

A hypocritical appeal to the abortion time limits law
[Un recurso hip—crita a la ley de plazos]
Carlota Bustelo Garc’a del Real, El País, 20-05-2009

#e Spanish decriminalisation of abortion in 1985, a'er many years on the statute 
books, created a series of dysfunctions that have led to the need to reform the 
Abortion Law. But the Partido Popular have called the reform to the abortion law 
immoral and want to bring it before the Constitutional Court. #e National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, which has always behaved badly with regard to 
science and women, is leading this ba"le. #e debate they are reigniting was already 
won in the 1980s. What is needed is more prevention, but the Church doesnÕt like 
contraception or the rules governing the use of the morning-a'er pill.
_________________________________________________________
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!e morning-a"er pill
[P’ldora del d’a despuŽs]
Jaume Padr—s i Selma, La Vanguardia, 18-05-09

#e announcement by the Spanish Health and Equality Ministers concerning the free 
distribution of the so-called Òmorning-a'er pillÓ is an initiative that, in the authorÕs 
opinion, has generated Òconfusion, not only because of its nature and extent, but also 
because of the timing; as currently there does not seem to be either a health or social 
demand that justi!es the measureÓ. It is a suitable method of contraception, but one 
whose use should be exceptional and recommended as a secondary level of birth 
control, thus its positioning as a method of preventing unwanted pregnancies can do 
nothing but distort messages aimed at the target population (in displacing the 
condom as the primary method of contraception, also e$cient in preventing the 
spread of STDs).
_________________________________________________________

Separating oneself from life (and the church)
[Separarse de la vida (y de la iglesia)]
Gianni Va"imo, El País, 10-05-09

#e leading role of the Catholic Church in defending the ÒsanctityÓ of life has, for me, 
been the most important part of the Englaro case. #e point is that, at this level, it is 
hard for anyone to think that these are errors made in good faith by a hierarchy that is 
too traditional, or by a Pope who is poorly informed. #e Catholic hierarchy cannot 
continue to count on the resigned consent of a Òpeople of GodÓ who increasingly ask 
themselves whether it is not now time to place the Church itself and its hierarchical 
structure under scrutiny; a structure that is no longer a prop of faith, but rather has 
become a source of continual scandal and an obstacle to listening to the Gospel. For 
the author, the Englaro case has been decisive in making him realise the de!nitive 
need to distance himself from the Catholic church, which he thought he loved despite 
the numerous immoralities sprinkled generously throughout its past and recent 
history.
_________________________________________________________

Terrifying anti-abortionists
[Antiabortistas terror’!cos]
Bonifacio de la Cuadra, El País, 04-05-09

#e project to reform the law on the voluntary termination of pregnancy in Spain is 
generating reactions from the most anachronistic sectors of our society, who do not 
object with arguments, but rather try and abort them Ð and I use the term advisedly Ð 
through the use of taboos and stereotypical horrors. Abortion is a very serious and 
worrying ma"er, the regulation of which (perfectly compatible with supporting 
wanted and joyously welcomed pregnancies) is to resolve the rights brought into 
con%ict by it in a responsible, sensible and fair manner. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Facing the opposition that might be aroused by a regulation touching on so many 
areas sensitive to the ideologies and beliefs of everyone, it must be pointed out that, 
like divorce and other family and personal decisions, abortion is never obligatory. In 
any case, abortion is more of an escape than a solution. If the anti-abortion campaigns 
are terrifying, neither does it make any sense to demand abortion - a lesser evil in even 
the best of cases - as part of a campaign for womenÕs liberation.
_________________________________________________________

When bad advice is the best advice
Peter A. Ubel, !e New York Times, 28-04-09

#e author, as a result of an episode in his professional life as a doctor related to a 
patient with incurable cancer whom he advised to smoke, re%ects on the moral 
imperatives of medical practice. According to the fashion of political correctness, 
doctors should not tell their patients what to do, rather they should inform them of 
the risks and bene!ts of their di&erent options: the neutral and objective role of the 
instructor. Nevertheless, it is necessary to adapt ourselves to each situation, to each 
case, and if this means ge"ing a&ectively involved and sharing our perspectives, no 
ma"er how strange or uncomfortable they might be,  with the patient, in his opinion, 
this is the correct course of action.
_________________________________________________________

Stem cells, the next step
Editorial, Los Angeles Times, 25-04-09

In uncertain times it is probably a wise and prudent tactic to proceed with caution, 
fostering consensus and minimising dissent. If these times are our own, the decision 
by the Obama administration on stem cell research is probably the right one: to 
expand signi!cantly the number of embryos available to federally-funded research, 
but without opening the door to funding work on embryos created speci!cally for 
research. #ese dra' regulations have to be seen as a good start towards building 
public consensus on a more comprehensive stem cell policy, one that would include 
research funding for any stem cell lines created under ethics guidelines.
_________________________________________________________

Pass legislation made to help the pregnant
Kristen Day, Newsday, 24-04-09

President ObamaÕs speech at Notre Dame, on the occasion of receiving an honorary 
Doctorate in Law, seems to have established, even in the eyes of "pro-life" groups, a 
common base from which the debate on abortion can move forward. #e so-called 

ÒPregnant Women Support ActÓ, introduced in the 109th session of Congress, seems 
to have gained more momentum and viability. If the basic aim that can be shared, 
according to Obama's words, is a reduction in the number of abortions, all the means 
of support for pregnant women, to !ght against domestic violence, to provide funding 
for educational centres for students with small children, are moving in the right 
direction.
_________________________________________________________
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Stem cell compromise
Editorial, #e New York Times, 23-04-09

#e editorial writer recognises the advances represented by the Obama 
administrationÕs proposals on stem cell research in comparison with the position of 
the previous North American administration. Nevertheless, the author highlights the 
fact that, despite the potential value embodied in this line of work, the American 
health system has not wanted to go further and has not, for example, supported work 
on cell lines derived from embryos created  in the laboratory to match patients with 
speci!c diseases such as diabetes or ParkinsonÕs (therapeutic cloning). #e guideline 
proposals for stem cell research represent a relaxation of standards compared with the 
earlier situation; they allow public funding for work on cell lines created from surplus 
embryos from infertility clinics, not just on past lines (only 21 lines could be !nanced 
under the previous administration), but also with those that could be created in the 
future. A step forward, but perhaps less than was expected.
_________________________________________________________

Let’s listen to each other
Editorial, !e Philadelphia Inquirer, 21-04-09

ObamaÕs Notre Dame speech can only be criticised by the most extremist and 
dogmatic defenders on each side of the abortion debate. Obama maintained that the 
two parties will probably never reach agreement on when life begins or when it can be 
terminated. But this should not prevent joint work to reduce the number of abortions 
and unwanted pregnancies, making adoption easier and o&ering assistance and 
support to women who want to see their pregnancy to term. #e core of his message 
might be that more a"ention needs to be paid to what binds people together in 
common rather than to what separates them. But something more than one good 
speech is needed for this to happen.
_________________________________________________________

Society against abortion
[La sociedad contra al aborto]
Editorial, ABC, 20-04-09

A large social majority in Spain reject the new abortion law, brought forward by the 
Ministry of Equality on direct orders from the President. #e mobilisation against the 
project shows that Spanish society is not disposed to surrender on a question that 
a&ects the conscience of millions of people. It is lamentable that the right to life and 
the dignity of human beings is placed in question by partisan interests and ideological 
dogma clashing with ethical and legal principles, as well as with scienti!c evidence. 
According to the most solvent scienti!c doctrine, life begins at conception, for which 
reason the foetus enjoys the right to be protected under already established legal 
criteria. Despite this, the PSOE (Spanish Socialist Party) has chosen to steer clear of 
the well-founded opinions of scientists and legal experts to organise a parliamentary 
subcommi"ee of experts aligned to their partisan cause.
_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Abortion is a right
[El aborto es un derecho]
Ramon Cotarelo, Público, 18-04-09

#e author criticises the way in which, in his opinion, the debate on reforms to the 
current abortion law is being conducted in Spain. A debate characterised by the 
virulence of those opposed to the regulation of abortion through the use of time limits 
who are a"empting Òto impose on the whole of society, private, moral criteria in the 
form of compulsory lawsÓ. #is is not about a confrontation between Òpro-lifeÓ and 
Òpro-deathÓ or Òanti-abortionistsÓ and Òpro-abortionistsÓ, it is between supporters and 
enemies of the womanÕs right to choose: the former want to win a right that obliges 
nobody [to do anything], the la"er want to impose a general obligation and 
criminalise anybody who doesnÕt comply with it.
_________________________________________________________

Abortion, an unwanted decision
[El aborto, una decisi—n no deseada]
Soledad Murillo, El País, 15-04-2009

Currently, the majority of developed countries only allow abortion under certain 
conditions, the recommendations of the World Health Organisation are incontestable. 
#e WHO provides this piece of data: every six minutes around the world one woman 
dies as the result of an illegal abortion. While in Africa, Latin America and Asia, the 
sexual and reproductive rights of women have been hijacked by religious 
interpretations, the lowest rate of registered abortions is in Holland, which has a good 
prevention policy. Now in Spain, questions surrounding abortion law reform are being 
raised again. Just as in the 1980s, the pro-life sectors dispute the metaphysical 
framework. #e Church, especially, has always been opposed to any scienti!c 
advances. Which means we need to focus ourselves on sexual prevention strategies.
_________________________________________________________

Abortion
[Aborto]
Pere PuigdomŽnech, El Periódico, 06-04-09

#e author wants to make it clear that in the debate on abortion, biology's 
contribution is quite limited and is not enough to base decisions on: egg and sperm 
are living material, from the !rst embryo cell we have the genome of a new individual; 
this cell requires the maternal uterus for its viability; the nervous system develops over 
a very long period of time and from the !'h month onwards it is possible to keep the 
embryo alive outside the womb. But the interpretation of this data means that each 
ideological or religious conviction is quite di&erent. And the debate ceases to be 
scienti!c and moves into political and social territory.
_________________________________________________________
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Abortions and other malformations
[Abortos y otras malformaciones]
Fernando Savater, El País, 02-04-09

#e philosopher reminds us that the fact that the laws of advanced democracies do 
not a"empt to resolve moral disputes, rather to prevent what some people consider a 
sin becoming a crime for everybody, requires, like all institutional recognition of the 
freedom of conscience "the uncomfortable exercise of living with what we do not like 
and accepting that a lapse in behaviour we would forbid in our private lives cannot be 
punished through the penal systemÓ. In this context, the fact that abortion continues 
to be a moral problem for many would be, for the author, a symptom of the 
acceptable, ethical health of the civil community: abortion is not a simple question of 
the possession of the female body, the opinion of the male progenitor should also be 
taken into accountÉ And the scienti!c arguments  cannot solve the legal or moral 
issues surrounding such a delicate question that jeopardises fundamental values in 
democratic societies.
_________________________________________________________

Abortion as a right
[El aborto como derecho]
Javier Mart’nez Salme‡n, El País, 02-04-09

#e recommendations of a group of experts to the Spanish Ministry of Equality are 
based on an analysis of the 1985 law; on the study of comparative law with respect to 
current abortion laws in Europe, and on the signi!cant advances made in recent years 
in the social and legal recognition of the autonomy of women in relation to their 
sexuality and the right to an abortion. In addition, neither regulation nor the type of 
law (based on time limits or medical factors) lead to increases in legal abortions. #e 
rise and fall of abortion numbers depends on the e$cacy of sexual and reproductive 
health policies. #e Church has to accept that when the government proposes a new 
law to the nationÕs Parliament it is respecting the position of believers but legislating to 
regulate a public health problem in the best way possible. Religious creeds aside, we 
are consolidating the rights that allow, in this case female citizens, to take decisions 
protected by honest laws adapted to the times we live in and their social reality.
________________________________________________________

Assisted suicide is #ne in a perfect world. We don’t live (or die) in one
Ilora Finlay, !e Times, 01-04-09

#e author wants to share the insight, based on her experience in palliative care, that 
looking a'er the dieing goes well beyond the diagnosis and treatment of the physical 
aspects of terminal illness. #at is an important part of the task, and advances in 
palliative medicine have revolutionised the science of the control and treatment of 
pain. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
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But care is also about addressing the wider su&ering of patients with incurable 
diseases: their anguish in the face of loss of control over their lives, their failing 
strength, their loss of self-esteem and dependency on others. And it is this experience 
that has led the author to the conviction that doctors must accept death as a natural 
end to life and avoid inappropriate interventions, and that the legislation on 
euthanasia (whether indirectly through forms of assisted suicide, or directly through 
lethal injection) is a dangerous step too far.
_________________________________________________________

Catholicism and politics
Editorial, Los Angeles Times, 01-04-2009

A'er Obama was elected, the Pope congratulated him, so did the North American 
Cardinals and Bishops. #ey were not expecting him to prohibit abortion. Why then 
were there protests about his visit to Notre Dame, the most important Catholic 
university in the USA? #ose lobbying against the invitation said that ObamaÕs 
appearance was incompatible with the opposition of the Church to the use of stem 
cells in research and to abortion - what about Bush, who as governor of Texas was 
responsible for applying the death penalty? Some demand that Catholic universities 
such as Georgetown should re-Catholicise themselves and not allow any teaching that 
contradicts the faith of the Church. But Notre DameÕs position in inviting Obama is 
compatible with the PopeÕs mandate; inviting him does not mean agreeing with him. 
In resisting the campaign against the invitation, Notre Dame has been faithful to both 
its religious and academic mission.
________________________________________________________

Women have right to be told of abortion option
Editorial, !e Chicago Sun-Times, 30-03-2009

Currently, women in religiously a$liated hospitals do not receive information about 
birth control or abortion. A woman, for example, who at the beginning of her 
pregnancy !nds herself with a foetus with few expectations of survival, is not told 
about the possibility of an abortion. #ey give her antibiotics and wait for her to 
miscarry spontaneously. Of course, doctors must not be obliged to carry out 
abortions against their will, but they have no right to withhold complete, legal 
information from their patients. A new law is proposed where medical personnel are 
able to refuse to perform acts against their consciences, but under which they would 
be obliged to inform patients of all the options available to them. #e Church objects 
that informing a patient is a form of participation, but the law provides for that - 
objectors do not have to provide the information, it can be given by someone else 
who is prepared to do it.
________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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!e right to abortion
[El derecho a abortar]
Editorial, El Periódico, 30-03-09

#e recently announced socialist initiative in Spain to reform the current law on the 
voluntary termination of pregnancy has generated its !rst adverse reactions. #e 
unseemly way that such a touchy subject has been considered is related to the radical 
nature of the reform. #e parliamentary weakness of the PSOE, the controversy 
surrounding the need or not for parental consent for 16 year olds, the need to count 
on the widest possible consensus, and the fact that this is an issue related to personal 
conscience, which goes beyond strict, political a$liations, mean that the bill is likely 
to have a di$cult time ahead of it.
_________________________________________________________

Heart and science
[Coraz—n y ciencia]
Natalia Hortsmann; Enrique Sueiro, El Periódico, 30-03-09

It is just as intolerable to prevent a woman ge"ing into an abortion clinic, as it is to 
deny her help [with her pregnancy]. Together with the anxiety associated with 
terminating a pregnancy, there is another, later reality concerning the physical and 
psychological impact on the woman. Minor digressions aside, what is certain is that 
[when talking about a foetus of even 16 weeks] we are dealing with a human life. 
#anks to the press, citizens know about the more human side of the fascinating world 
of science. For this reason it seems reasonable to extend the rights of the weakest [in 
our society] so as not to discriminate against them and to make equality into a rising 

value, worthy of the human rights of the 21st century. To the tragedy of an unwanted 
pregnancy we should not add the greater tragedy of abortion. #is is both daring and 
hopeful. We have, without doubt, di&erent points of view, di&ering sensibilities and a 
variety of personal experience. #is plurality is enriching if we extend the right to 
know in order to increase levels of freedom and if we are open to changes of opinion; 
in this way we shall make steady progress.
________________________________________________________

Able to have an abortion but not to vote
[Poder abortar y no poder votar]
Juan Carlos Rodr’guez Ibarra, El País, 27-03-2009

#e Spanish Minister of EqualityÕs proposal to modify the Abortion Law does not just 
create con%ict with the Church, but also with various sectors of Spanish society. #ey 
are necessary reforms, but which on one point raise grave doubts. We are referring to 
the fact that under-age adolescents can decide to have an abortion without parental 
consent. Obviously, at this age they can get married, but they are unable to vote and 
are minors going through a di$cult phase in their lives. Perhaps the Minister of 
Equality, with good intentions, has gone too far with respect to what morality means 
to part of the electorate.
________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Will technology be a lost opportunity?
[ÀSer‡ la tecnolog’a una oportunidad perdida?]
Emiliano Mart’nez, El País, 22-05-2009

A plan to equip all educational centres in Spain with [information] technology 
equipment, like the one currently being put into action by the government, could 
provide the impetus Spanish education needs. #e Ministry of Education should 
establish a common, positive line for all the educational Ò!efdomsÓ  in the di&erent 
autonomous regions. It will take money and political will, the capacity to examine 
students and a  consensus to mobilise the many actors involved. It is di$cult but there 
are not as many problems as people believe. In fact, it is by no means certain that 
teachers not making use of the computers will be a problem, they already do, but, as 
their classrooms are not yet equipped with them, they donÕt apply their use enough. 
#ere will need to be caution with regard to neglecting [course] contents because of 
the belief that they are already on the Internet. Textbooks will still be needed, what 
will happen is that now support for the course contents will be broadened. 
Information delivered only via the screen is not su$cient to produce good learning. 
#e leading countries integrate technology with digital resources plus a core, basic 
curriculum based on good textbooks, all incorporated within clear guidelines 
provided by the teacher.
_________________________________________________________

Do we need a new Internet?
[ÀNecesitamos un nuevo internet?]
Francis Pisani, El País, 21-05-09

A signi!cant number of specialists in the USA seem to be convinced that the Internet 
is exhibiting enormous problems that are impossible to solve with the present 
architecture - the majority of their European counterparts beg to di&er. #e Net of 
nets was not conceived to handle what, nowadays, it is being used to do. It has been 
continually adapted thanks to patches, but things cannot continue this way 
inde!nitely. #e great concern derives from problems associated with security and 
protecting the privacy of users. #ereÕs no shortage of purely technical worries either. 
To confront this situation, the US government has launched various initiatives. #e 
Europeans, on the other hand, insist that the size of the problem comes from activities 
not foreseen in the original project. #e Internet is su&ering problems caused by its 
own growth and success. It needs to be Òre-designedÓ. #e di&erences of opinion 
between Europeans and Americans are quite speci!c.
_________________________________________________________
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Send Aristotle
[Env’en a Arist—teles]
Umberto Eco, El Periódico, 20-05-09

An investigation by the company McAfee has reached the conclusion that the 
phenomenon of spam leads to enormous energy consumption. Apparently, all the 
spam in circulation consumes 33,000 million kilowa"s per hour of energy each year, 
equivalent to the energy consumption of three million cars or two and a half million 
homes. From this comes a greenhouse e&ect of 17 million tonnes of carbon dioxide. It 
seems that no authority in the world is capable of reducing spam, and the !lters that 
some of us have activated canÕt do very much either. #e author has had an idea about 
how to exact his revenge. We can divide the senders of unwanted messages into two 
types: industrial and artisan. #e industrials certainly have plenty of resources to be 
able to neutralise his protest, but perhaps the artisans do not. To them heÕll send, for 
example, the Jerusalem Bible, Aristotle, #omas Aquinas, Burton or Sue.
If it wasnÕt just him sending them, but hundreds of other users too, the recipient 
would be le' practically immobilized. He knows that this is only going to add to the 
pollution. But if, by chance, this reply to their spam convinces a certain number of 
undesirables to desist, in the end the energy price paid would be less than the ultimate 
gain. Plus, pereat mundus, vengeance has no price.
_________________________________________________________

!e Internet is God’s present to China
Liu Xiaobo, !e Times, 28-04-09

#e author, a dissident writer in China and winner of the 2009 PEN/Barbara 
Goldsmith Freedom to Write Award, explains the enormous possibilities open for the 
Internet in the context of Chinese society and his struggle for freedom of expression 
and civil liberties in general. #e Chinese government had always been able to censor 
information in the traditional media and bring suspected dissidents under its iron 
control; with the introduction of what the author calls ÒGodÕs present to ChinaÓ, the 
Internet, the Chinese governmentÕs margin for action has been reduced to the 
minimum. #e ease with which ideas can be disseminated, the possibility of 
organising grassroots protest actions, the freedom to circulate ideas and information, 
the possibility of forcing the authorities to publicly admit errors and make 
apologiesÉ these are just some of the examples given by the author of the advantages 
that this communication tool has given to the Chinese people in their project to 
emerge from slavery and !ght for freedom.
_________________________________________________________

!e Internet is an unpunished world
[Internet es un mundo impune]
Pablo Capuro, Clarín, 08-04-09

#e Internet is the communication media with the highest level of impunity, which 
has come about principally through blogging. #e truth of what is said about someone 
and the possibility or not of responding to the accusers are issues that previously 
appeared to be of no importance. 
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But times are changing. Since using a false identity on the Internet became an o&ence, 
the subject of anonymity has begun to be the focus of investigation. #e use of a 
single, digital identity, a universal register for all Web services, stands out as the !rst 
option for a"empting to address this problem. Others suggest the register and control 
of IP addresses. #e problem provokes great di&erences and controversies between 
users, and also between scholars of the digital world and its legal aspects. Anonymity, 
as natural as it is harmful, has entered the online discussion.
_________________________________________________________

Making the Internet safer
Editorial, !e Japan Times,  07-04-2009

#e Ministry of Internal A&airs and Communications has announced a programme to 
promote a safer Internet. #e Internet has its dark side. For example, in 2007, three 
men robbed and murdered a woman in Nagoya a'er having prepared for it using an 
Internet site designed for people seeking partners in crime. #e government is also 
concerned to promote !lters to block children's access via mobile phones and 
computers to damaging or inappropriate content. #ere would also be !lters based on 
di&erent age groups. In addition, it wants to !x a website rating system based on the 
level of harm the site can cause. When the law comes into force, private sector entities 
will have to make a greater e&ort to be responsible.
_________________________________________________________

Facebook vigilantes
Zoe Williams, !e Guardian, 01-04-2009

#e problem of vigilantism (taking the law into your own hands) is that it is usually 
stupid. In 2000 a paediatrician was a"acked because people confused ÒpaediatricianÓ 
with ÒpaedophileÓ! #e spontaneous response of a mob of people is not noted for 
re%ection or discernment. In fact any !rst reaction we have to an event is not normally 
the most mature and reasonable. Now we can assess the !rst Facebook appeal related 
to a rape. It demands the identi!cation of a man the police are unable to track down. 
Photographs and details have been posted. #e police say that this could obstruct 
their work. Obviously theyÕre right, but they also have to recognise that we know that 
the anti-rape units have not been ge"ing results lately, they are short of funds and the 
number of solved cases is very low. #is does not justify, but does explain, why people 
have begun to think about other solutions. But what is really needed is for the police 
to perform be"er in this area.
_________________________________________________________
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Even if God isn’t watching you, Google is
Frank Skinner, !e Times, 27-03-09

#e author, in a basically ironic tone, asks himself about the underlying reasons why 
people are so scandalised by the publication of certain images in the new Google 
programme, Google Street View. If the possibility of God watching and controlling 
each of our actions could have led to many people behaving be"er (in the same way 
that speed cameras, while hateful, make people drive more carefully), perhaps now, 
when God does not seem to be playing a role in the life of people, things such as 
Street View or CCTV cameras will make people behave be"er. All this hypocrisy 
about images of drunkenness, sex or crimes, seems to point to a certain sense of 
shame (of oneself rather than of others).
_________________________________________________________
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Scienti#c communication and alarm
[Comunicaci—n cient’!ca y alarma]
Miguel çngel Quintanilla, Público, 06-05-09

#ere are two opposing ways to manage scienti!c communication in crisis situations. 
#e !rst is usually the most habitual and follows a kind of iron-clad law of bad 
communication: deny, simplify, exaggerate and alarm. IsnÕt there another way to do 
things? Of course there is. It is the second system for reacting to a crisis: transparency 
in place of cover-up; explaining the complexity instead of simplifying; objective, 
thought-out information instead of exaggeration and practical, clear and 
comprehensive recommendations in place of irresponsible, alarmist hysteria. It is 
more di$cult, but itÕs more e&ective. And fairer.
_________________________________________________________

!e name of the ‘$u
[El nombre de la gripe]
Editorial, El País, 01-05-09

A very serious alert, yes. Bloody, dramatic alarm, no. In fact, a pandemic means 
nothing more (nor less) than a disease that has spread rapidly in many countries. A 
sensible response to this crisis should balance prevention and alarm, promote suitable 
policies of transparency, check the health levels in emerging countries, and take into 
consideration its negative impact on trade, tourism and the stock exchange, as the 
World Bank has warned. But this requires clear and coordinated measures across all 
these sectors, something that has still not been tried and tested.
_________________________________________________________

Power for patients: Comparative effectiveness research will help people make 
be&er health choices
Ruth Faden & Jonathan D. Moreno, !e Baltimore Sun, 01-05-09

In taking medical decisions three basic factors enter into play: advertising and 
promotion by pharmaceutical and technology companies; coverage decisions made 
by insurers; and experience and medical science. #e !rst two can work against 
patient interests. And this is compensated for by the third factor. But the problem is 
that for many, important medical decisions there is no medical evidence about which 
treatments or tests work best for which patients. From this has arisen, in a movement 
that brings together strange bedfellows (from insurers to associations defending 
patientsÕ rights to the Institute of Medicine), a consensus supporting comparative 
research on the e&ectiveness of drugs, devices and diagnostic procedures, and the 
publication of the results for doctors and patients. Comparative e&ectiveness will 
allow patients and their doctors to take decisions jointly, based on the best scienti!c 
evidence available.
_________________________________________________________
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Swine $u: is intensive pig farming to blame?
Caroline Lucas, !e Guardian, 28-04-2009

We have to ask ourselves where this new %u comes from. We donÕt know how it will 
develop, but it has an enormously dangerous potential. We know that the virus, 
originating in birds, has something to do with intensive farming where pigs and 
chickens are raised in extremely crowded conditions. North Carolina has the highest 
density pig population in the USA. #e number of pigs has increased and the number 
of farms reduced, so that the animals are increasingly cramped. More research needs 
to be done to !nd out if this could be a factor in the spread of the virus. According to 
some sources, this could be what happened in Mexico. Experts are already warning us 
about the dangers of intensive farming.
_________________________________________________________

DNA database keeps us safe
Simon Foy, !e Guardian, 15-04-2009

DNA is a crucial research tool. In the authorÕs unit, dealing with homicides in the UK, 
they know that there are two competing points that need to be kept in balance: public 
worries about the use made of the information on the DNA database and public 
expectations about the arrest of criminals. Sir Alec Je&rey has quite correctly 
expressed concern about the possible abuse of this information, how it is acquired and 
employed. But critics of the creation of this database cannot ignore that it is a tool 
essential for the rapid tracing of criminals. #e use we make of it in the UK explains 
why we have a higher crime clear up rate than anywhere else in the world.
_________________________________________________________

Doctor, I’ve got a problem with my genome…
Mark Henderson, !e Times, 14-04-09

#e possibility of obtaining a personal, genetic pro!le is no longer just a !gment of the 
science !ction imagination: the continual reduction in the costs of the technology 
necessary and the growing value of the medical data that can be obtained, mean that 
genome scans could soon be within the reach of a large part of the population. 
Developments that place us on the brink of a revolution in personalised medicine, in 
which treatment and prevention will be tailored to each person's genetic material. #e 
question is that its e&ectiveness will depend in good part on the skill of the medical 
professional (the GPs, basically) in interpreting patientsÕ genetic data and using it 
wisely in clinical practice, Òand there is li"le evidence that the medical profession is 
preparedÓ. If genetics is to be embedded in clinical practice, it will also need to be 
embedded in clinical education.
_________________________________________________________
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Medically assisted torture
Editorial, !e New York Times, 09-04-2009

One of the most disturbing details in the International Commi"ee of the Red CrossÕs 
report on the torture of terrorist suspects is the participation of medical personnel. 
Various prisoners tortured by the CIA, detained for between 16 months and 4 years, 
and held in isolation, give credible descriptions of how medical personnel took part in 
the process. #is is a violation of the codes of ethics of both national and international 
health organisations. Although the medical personnel cannot be identi!ed, the 
prisoners deduced that they were doctors or psychologists, and also nurses or 
assistants of some kind. #is is an abusive practice that ought not to be repeated.
_________________________________________________________

Keeping DNA is illegal. So stop
Chris Grayling, #e Guardian, 06-04-2009

Although we are against crime, our society is based on certain, fundamental 
principles. One of these is to treat everybody as innocent until proven guilty. With 
DNA new possibilities have opened up. We can solve old cases that could not be 
solved or investigate situations that could not even be considered before. But this 
must not give disproportionate power to the state over society. Currently the national 
DNA database holds information on some !ve million people, the majority of whom 
have never been convicted of any crime (for example, those who have agreed to give 
their DNA as part of some kind of study). #e intention is to keep this information 
inde!nitely. #e system currently being used in Scotland should be followed. Only 
data relating to cases where a serious crime has been commi"ed are kept, and only for 
a determined length of time.
_________________________________________________________

Science and supposition
Patricia J. Williams, !e Nation, 30-03-2009

On March 9, Obama signed an order to guarantee scienti!c integrity in federal policy-
making, speci!cally repudiating ideological in%uence. Most public discussion of 
ObamaÕs support for science has focused on federal funding for stem cell research. In 
fact this debate has been superseded by recent discoveries that allow the moral 
problems to be avoided. Now whatÕs important is that the president is a$rming the 
independence of scienti!c research, this should be a good foundation for 
biotechnology research. New debates are starting, such as the one surrounding free-
market eugenics, the euthanasia of severely disabled babies, or reading the human 
mind for a variety of ends. We live in a geologic age so a&ected by the complexities of 
human activity that scientists have begun to speak of it as the Anthropocene Era. 
Obama realises that hope lies in wise political choices informed by independent 
experts and tested outcomes.
_________________________________________________________
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Arti#cial blood
[Sangre arti!cial]
Editorial, El Periódico, 30-03-09

For many years now the alternatives for obtaining arti!cial blood have been studied. A 
Sco"ish laboratory has signed a deal to fund research that could obtain arti!cial blood 
from human embryo cells. #is new direction is based on so-called stem cells. #e 
idea that it might be possible to produce the main blood cells from human embryos 
has already been published. New experiments appear to have been successful in 
British and American laboratories. Provided the experiment works, it remains to be 
seen whether enough material for a transfusion can be obtained and if new embryos 
will have to be used each time.
_________________________________________________________

Medical industry should help fund physician education
W.Douglas Weaver, Detroit Free Press, 23-03-2009

#e pharmaceutical and medical device industry has traditionally !nanced medical 
conferences and training materials. Removing this support would restrict research and 
training. But aggressive marketing and certain alliances with some doctors have 
eroded con!dence between the industry and doctors. #e most vocal critics demand 
that the industry plays no further role in physician education. But the industries also 
have an obligation to contribute to the well-being of the patient, and many projects 
depend on their support. A new culture of con!dence and transparency needs to be 
created in our health system.
_________________________________________________________

Science with a social conscience
[Ciencia con conciencia social]
Anna Garcia Hom, La Vanguardia, 18-03-09

#e quantity and quality of Catalan scienti!c production seems to occupy a high 
position on the international stage. But the euphoria disappears when you realise that 
there's barely a trace of the scienti!c contribution made by the social sciences in 
Catalonia, and potential researchers in Catalonia are nourished by the work of social 
scientists. #is !eld of work has not received the a"ention it deserves. #e 
architecture of the social sciences and their role in the development of the knowledge 
society is li"le known. #e author agrees with the Director-General of Research for 
the European Community when he states that we are counting on everybody to 
overcome the challenges facing EuropeÕs scienti!c production.
_________________________________________________________
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Being green and fair
Editorial, China Daily, 21-05-2009

#e decision of the Chinese government to increase subsidies to consumers who sell 
their cars and electrical appliances in order to buy new ones is positive because it 
increases consumption and reduces pollution. But it needs to be done fairly. Coming 
from public co&ers, these subsidies should not lead to an increase in the gap between 
the rich and the poor.

_________________________________________________________

!e Earth wins one
Editorial, !e New York Times, 20-05-2009

ObamaÕs announcement on limiting car emissions is another step towards limiting 
gasses and reducing American dependence on foreign oil. It represents a change with 
regard to the Bush administration. #is is what was proposed some time ago in 
California. It wonÕt be bad for the car industry, as might be thought, as it means 
producing more e$cient cars. But the most important winner will be the atmosphere. 
#is is just a start, but itÕs a good start.
_________________________________________________________

Poverty: the winner in the war on global warming
Vaclav Klaus, !e Japan Times, 20-05-09

#e author expresses his surprise that policies being carried out because of the 
Òhysteria about global warmingÓ, such as cap-and-trade legislation and subsidies for 
Ògreen" energy sources, receive so much support from governments and civil society 
in general. Surprised because of the uncertainties surrounding global warming itself 
and also because of the certainty about the damage these sorts of policies will cause. 
Only an economy operating at a low level, with negative growth rates, would be the 
type of place where these kinds of policies could have some e&ect, but the price of 
them, in the long term, will be everybody competing for a slice of cake smaller than it 
would have been without the energy rationing which is being preached as a solution.
_________________________________________________________

!e perfect, the good, the planet
Paul Krugman, !e New York Times, 18-05-09

#e author re%ects on how, in the era of the last North American administration, it 
was much easier to dissent and clearly see that the wrong decisions were being taken. 
Now, policy seems to be moving things in the right direction, but more slowly than 
some of us would like. #e question is, then, what level of compromise, agreements 
and watering-down are we willing to accept, [if we are, instead of waiting for the 
perfect policy], to put into practice actions that could, at least, begin to change the 
course of events? 
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A clear example of this would be the Obama administrationÕs environmental policy: a 
bill proposed by two Congressmen (Waxman and Markey) that will allow some kind 
of real action on climate change is on the table. Enough? Probably not, it has its weak 
points (for the author, taxes on carbon emissions are not be"er than cap-and-trade, 
but he does object to a system that will allow, during the !rst years, contaminators to 
obtain a permit to emit greenhouse gasses for free), but its limitations shouldn't stop it 
being seen as the !rst major North American policy against climate change: the 
perfect may be the enemy of the good, and the planet cannot wait.
_________________________________________________________

Economy and the environment: growing pains
Editorial, !e Guardian, 17-05-2009

#e coming days will bring more negative economic data. We shall see that Japan is in 
a deeper recession, that UK public !nances continue to deteriorate, there will be more 
job losses, etc. However, do we have to keep on worrying about economic growth? 
#is interesting question is raised by the Sustainable Development Commission. Is it 
not possible to defend prosperity without growth? #e environment is the loser from 
economic growth and in developed countries thereÕs pollution, congestion, natural 
degradationÉ ItÕs time to quote Keynes, who said that it is necessary to value ends 
above means. Now is a good moment for this debate, before an ecological cataclysm 
arrives.
_________________________________________________________

Ecology and intellectual property
[Ecolog’a y propiedad intelectual]
A.A. Chacon, Público, 28-04-2009

On April 26, the World Intellectual Property Organisation and the international 
community celebrated World Intellectual Property Day, to raise awareness in society 
of the issue. #is yearÕs theme was fostering ecological innovation, essential in a time 
of economic crisis and climate change. Historically, similar challenges have stimulated 
technological innovation and have given opportunities to intellectual property. 
Creative people and companies continue to generate solutions to the most di$cult 
problems. But it is necessary to protect their intellectual property if we want them to 
continue to contribute to the development and improvement of our quality of life. 
Where are the Edisons of today? How can we protect them?.
_________________________________________________________
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Carbon trading won’t stop climate change
Andrew Simms, New Scientist, 20-04-09

#e authorÕs theory is that the possibility of valuing the cost of pollution from carbon 
emissions, in order to trade and reduce them, is substantially more complex than the 
European UnionÕs carbon trading scheme (which has demonstrated its failure with 
prices per tonne of CO2 that have been moving unpredictably and ended up at a low 
price). Other formulas for !xing carbon prices (the cost per tonne of emission 
reduction, the social cost of carbon, or the Òshadow priceÓ of carbon) have their 
advantages and disadvantages, but there is always one problem that remains to be 
solved: what the author calls the Òparadox of environmental economicsÓ. All these 
methods allow the creation of a carbon market to allow us to keep polluting beyond 
the catastrophic tipping point and they oblige us to put a price on the !nal ÒkillerÓ 
tonne of CO2 that, once emi"ed, breaks the balance and triggers irreversible global 
warming. ItÕs like asking oneself how much is civilization worth. #e mechanisms 
based on price are too vague, imperfect and frequently, socially unjust. #e author sees 
only one answer to the paradox of environmental economics: Òeven if we could put a 
price on the killing tonne, it is a transaction that should never be allowed. Economics 
becomes redundant if it can rationalise an exchange that sells the future of 
humankindÓ.
_________________________________________________________

!e environment: not green, just gloomy
Editorial, !e Guardian, 06-04-09

#e editorial questions whether the G20 summit that is supposed to be se"ing the 
terms on which the world economy could be reconstructed, has le' to one side the 
most important challenge: how to reconcile prosperity and environmental security. 
#e politicians responsible seem to be su&ering from what the sociologist Giddens 
calls the environmental paradox: Òhowever massive the dangers posed by climate 
change, their lack of immediate visibility in daily life means many people will do 
nothing concrete to tackle it; by the time they are prompted to action it will, by 
de!nition, be too late.Ó If the markets are usually quite mistaken in the long term, their 
level of myopia and ine$ciency increases in periods of crisis like the current one, and 
this means that policies against climate change based essentially on a private sector 
approach, work particularly badly.
_________________________________________________________
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