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le authors focus on PresidentAccording to the opinion of the
ObamaOs new contributions to tBerector of the Borja Bioethics
debate on the "nancial crisis andstitute, in the Eluana Englaro case,
climate change: we need to meet ba@hd other cases of patients in a
challenges and it can be done in sugheasistent vegetative state, the
way that the measures taken to meekestion to consider is whether or not
one of the challenges will reinforce thgdration and administering nutrients
measures needed for the other. If thleould be considered basic care for the
"nancial crisis has its origin in the saraintenance of a merely biological life
called housing market Obubble®a medical treatment that has certain
preceded by the boom in dotcorimits in its application. !e scienti'c
companies, we should not now repleexed medical consensus points more
those with another bubble:clearly in the la#er direction, and the
investments being made now to legdestion would then be: up to what
our societies towards a low-carbgoint should life be maintained and to
economy are those that will drive owhom falls the decision to limit it and
growth over the next two or thretake it away? In the Spanish case,
decades. And they are investmemistient autonomy is set out in law
that could change our way of livilgfl/02 of 2002, and in tlusntext,
and working. !at is why they are ofOthere is absolutely no basis for talking
such great importance. of euthanasia; rather, these decisions
must be placed within proper medical
practise, with criteria of therapeutic
limitation agreed upon by the patientOs
relatives - or by the patients
themselves if they have so expressed
their wishes B and the clinical team in
charge of the caseO.
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Gy BIOETHICS

Stem cells, abortion and “muArder” B
[CZlulas madre, aborto y OasesinatoO]
Augusto Klappenbaetiplico, 20-03-09

le Church hierarchy has reacted strongly to the birth of a baby genetically selected

to be able to donate stem cells to his brother and thus cure him of a congenital disease,
describing it as the practice of eugenics. At the bo#om of this there is a debatable
anthropology. It is based in a belief never made explicit, consisting in the idea that
what gives human character to the body is an infusion on the part of God of a spiritual
soul, which unites with the physical to bring about a complete human being. In this
way, humanisation cannot be part of a gradual process: either a person has a soul or
not. lis combined with the supposition that the soul is instilled at the moment of
conception, means that an embryo is as deserving of respect as a "reman.

Desigvner babies
[BebZs medicamento]
Juan Manuel de Pratia, 16-03-09

Once again, contemporary sophistication uses emotive alibis to facilitate the eclipse of
moral conscience, this time with the happy tidings of the birth of a child that will
supposedly cure his brother's illness. News that is useful for portraying the detractors
of the use of designer babies as, in the eyes of the public, soulless obscurantists,
opposed to scienti"c advances and naysayers of human solidarity. However, they keep
from us that they have previously disposed of a series of embryos that were also
arti"cially created, and the nature of the selection method used to determine which
embryo was compatible with the patient. It is even less important that this Odesigner
babyO has been born for an exclusively utilitarian purpose, as a medical resource rather
than as an end in itself. However, the rudest thing is hiding from us that there are
scienti"c alternatives to fabricating Odesigner babiesO that raise neither ethical nor
scienti"c problems, such as the creation of umbilical cord banks. Raising the voice of
common sense, proclaiming the inviolable dignity of life and the impossibility of
relegating it to the auxiliary role of a medical resource, [apparently] constitutes a form
of soulless obscurantism.

Abortion as a right
[El aborto como derecho]
J.J. Querali] Periédico, 15-03-09

le directive from the Spanish Equality Ministry on IVE (Interrupci— Volunt'ria de
IOEmbar’s B Voluntary Termination of Pregnancy) ought to generate a consensus that
will allow the law to be modi“ed, as the current law contains some oversights.
Currently, in Europe, the status of a person is not accorded to the foetus.
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lis does not mean that the need to protect pre-natal life is not recognised, but it does
mean that it is subordinated to the life of the bearer on which it depends. In addition,
it is o$en forgo#en that IVE legislation respects life, the life of the woman, whose life

is the only, independent, human one at stake. And no permissive IVE legislation
obliges anybody to have an abortion.

Abortion at 16
[Abortar a los 16]
Editorial El Pais, 14-03-09

In Spain, the Law of Patient Autonomy places in the hands of 16 and 17-year-olds the
capacity to decide for themselves whether or not they will have a surgical operation or
medical treatment. !e only exceptions are, to be precise: abortion, clinical trials and
assisted reproduction. It is hard to understand how a young woman could be able to
decide about an operation that might carry serious risks to her life and not be able to
decide whether or not to terminate an unwanted pregnancy. In countries like France,
Austria, Sweden, Canada and Finland, when someone under the age of 18 decides to
have an abortion, parental consent is not required by legislation. !'e new law would

be an advance towards women's autonomy and would be more in touch with reality;
above all, if it were accompanied by stronger sex education.

Abortion at 16-years-old
[Abortar a los 16 a—os]
Fernando Tnegd.a Vanguardia, 10-03-09

le controversy sparked by Spanish Equality Minister Bibiana A’doOs statement in
defence of full freedom for abortion without parental consent for 16-year-olds is not
an ideological but a generational problem. !e border between information and
control is not clear, but it is a parental duty to know oneQOs childrenOs habits. le
contrary, according to educators, would be an unpardonable renunciation of parental
duty and a source of con%ict and misunderstanding between them. !e minister can
probably count on the applause of those a&ected by her statement, but cannot expect
the understanding of those who are older. !ere are more than a few who consider a
girl of this age to be immature.
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Induced abortion: neither complex nor secret
[Aborto provocado: ni complejo ni secreto]

Santiago BarambibpPais, 10-03-09

Spanish Health Administration has not been able, in more than 20 years of legal
enforcement, to formalise administrative, medical and health protocols on induced
abortion. lere are few autonomous regions that have basic norms covering the
termination of pregnancy. !'e Association of Accredited Abortion Clinics (ACAI)

has drawn up guidelines which take as a reference point the Major Outpatient Surgery
protocols, which are neither complex nor secret. lis protocol has meant that
mortality from complications arising from induced abortion techniques in Spain have
been practically zero, the level of complications is one of the lowest amongst
developed nations and the number of malpractice suits within the "eld is negligible.
With respect to accusations of commercial gain, it has to be said that at ACAI clinics,
social interests have always taken primacy over "nancial interests.

From palliative treatments to the legalisation of euthanasia
[De los cuidados paliativos a la legalizaci—n de la eutanasia]
Francisco Soto Niea®C, 09-03-09

We will have to choose between implementing euthanasia or establishing and gladly
developing palliative treatments. It is to be feared that euthanasia might easily win a
ba#tle [between the two options] because it is less painful, quicker, aesthetic and
economical. On the World Day of the Sick, the Pope has called for re%ection on
su&ering and the duty of Christians to face it in all circumstances. !e philosophy of
palliative treatments is based on uninterrupted lavishness until the patient's life ends
and involves their active participation. By contrast, euthanasia reaches the pinnacle of
irrationality when it undervalues the patient. !e sacri"ce of gravely ill or damaged
human beings represents totalitarianism in action.

Abortion ascendance

G. Bauer; D.Allo#ge Washington Times, 05-03-09

A shi$ has taken place in the abortion rights movement. If until now the defenders of
the right to choose (pro-choice) limited themselves to working to assure the right of
women to be able to choose abortion, now they want to oblige others to violate their
own conscience and take part in the murder of innocent lives. It has gone from being
Opro-choiceO to being Opro-abortionO. Barack Obama personi“ed this shi$ by: deciding
that NGOs, even some that have imposed abortions and sterilisations on the Chinese
population, could receive public money to o&er abortions abroad; allowing pro-life
citizens' taxes to be used for abortions; forcing docimesaghmst abortion to do

them in certain hospitalsE In his campaign, Obama said that he was Opro-choiceO, but

not Opro-abortion®, and this is not consistent with his actual policyitizebkging
to pay for abortions through their taxes.
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Guilty consciences
Cal lomas, The Washington Times, 04-03-09

lere is an a#empt to change the rules that until now have protected health
professionals who did not want to carry out abortions. Although no politician says
that he wants to promote abortion, the social liberals always end up doing it. ey go
against their own liberalism, as each abortion kills a potential taxpayer. !ey say they
want to make abortion a Osafe, legal and rareO practice, but they only apply themselves
to the "rst two targets. For example, they donOt give adequate information to women
seeking an abortion. 72% of women who are shown a sonogram of the foetus decide
not to go ahead with an abortion. lis does not take away choice, but it does allow
people to make a more informed choice. Despite this, the policy is not to do
sonograms. But seeking to force doctors into performing abortions against their
conscience even goes against the liberalsO desired separation of church and state.

Free abortion

[Aborto libre]
¢ngeles CasPyblico, 24-02-09

le author unreservedly states her position in favour of the decriminalisation of
abortion In Spain (as an "absolute right") and to the proposed legislation for the
future law on the Voluntary Termination of Pregnancy (Ley de Interrupci—n
Voluntaria del Embarazo) based on a system of deadlines. Abortion is a physical and
psychological violence against a woman and therefore one cannot declare oneself in
favour of it, it is nonetheless necessary that, together with the reforms to the Abortion
Law, Osex education in schools is built up, the Omorning a$erO pill is made available,
condoms are made cheaper and the number of family planning centres is increased,
etc.O

A slow, private death, an urgent public issue

Melanie Reidje Times, 19-02-09

In England the public death that Jade Goody has chosen, has allowed her to persuade
many women to take a test that could diagnose cancer in good time. Terry Pratche#,
in the initial stages of AlzheimerOs, has decided to launch a campaign against the
disease. Now John Suchet is also going to campaign publicly against dementia, a
disease that has turned his 67-year-old wife into an absent mind imprisoned in a
healthy body. In addition to the pain of the loved oneOs absence, the weight of
responsibility of caring for someone 24-hours-a-day, possibly for decades, means that
we look toassisted suicide. link that in 2025 there will be one million people
su&ering from dementia, and there are many of us who would not like to spend years
in that state and, faced with the lack of a legal solution, we are preparing a way to set
ourselves free in a timely fashion.
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My mother wanted to die and she had to escape from a residence in orce. o'uo i,
su&ering greatly in the process.

Why Obamacare may beget euthanasia
Cal lomas, !'e Washington Times, 18-02-09

In the authorOs opinion, the so-called “"stimulus plan" approved by the Obama
administration, runs the risk of opening the door, in the health sector, to the full
acceptance of euthanasia. One of the "gures created in the plan is a ONational
Coordinator of Health Information TechnologyO, whose function would be to ensure
that specialist doctors apply or do what the Federal government considers appropriate
and e&ective in terms of cost. lis would very obviously imply that the government
would have the last word on who could, and who could not, receive a potentially life-
saving treatment. In the same way as it happened with abortion thirty years ago in the
USA, this would be the "rst step towards making euthanasia o'cial and legal.

Eluana and all of us
[Eluana y todos nosotros]
Baltasar Porcel Vanguardia, 17-02-09

Leaving the possibility of administering or refusing to administer death in the hands

of others and the state is detestable. !e alternative is to insist on making the human
aspect (the idea of love, of consanguinity) or living wills (which some 50,000 people
have already wri#en in Spain and in which one disposes of oneOs life, oneOs body), key
in cases like Eluana0s. 1tOs like suicide, also penalised by law, another intolerable abuse,
although it deals with a dangerous frame of mind. What each of us needs is to have
more rights over our own selves. !e question is: is one commi#ing suicide because of
mental reasons or physical frailty and, therefore, on oneOs own account? lis issue
needs to be hotly debated, with a balanced freedom and respect for the human
condition.

When eight children is seven too many

Alison MotlukiNew Scientist, 13-02-09

A single, unemployed woman who already has six children under 7, has just given
birth to eight children thanks to IVF treatment. What is the fertility industry doing?
lanks to it there are many multiple births, which bring with them many risks for
both mother and children. !ey are premature babies with di'culties and stressed
parents. Mothers who think they shouldnOt smoke or drink during pregnancy because
of the risks to the baby, are not aware that there is something more dangerous: that a
foetus might have to share an overcrovvadxl
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Eluana: rights against despotism : :

[Eluana: derechos frente a despostismo]
Margarita BoladeratPais, 11-02-09

In the Eluana case the Italian government has cruelly and grotesquely de"ed the rights
of its citizens and the rulings of its courts. When, a$er many years, the complexities of
the case had "nally been clari"ed and it was legally recognised that everybody had the
right to accept or refuse medical treatments o&ered to them, based on the ethical and
constitutional principle of respect for a personOs autonomy and dignity, the public
prosecutor once again appealed the judgement. Berlusconi managed to try to promote

a law to prevent EluanaOs death, instead of respecting the private su&ering of her family.
In Spain the legal situation is clear with respect to cases of ending medical treatment,
which is permi#ed. Nevertheless, in practice confusing situations still arise, such as
the irresponsible policy of the Leganes hospital.

Saying sorry to Beppino Englaro
[Pidan perd—n a Beppino Englaro]
Roberto Saviari,Pais, 11-02-09

le author laments the image Italy has o&ered to the world with the controversy
surrounding the decision by the father of Eluana Englaro, le$ in a persistent vegetative
state, to suspend his daughterOs food and water: a bloody media and political ba#le, in
which the fatherOs su&ering over his daughterOs state has been grabbed and used as a
projectile by one side or the other. Nonetheless, the author also sees a glimmer of
hope and the possibility of OredemptionO for the country in the a#itude of Beppino
Englaro himself. He did not choose to take his daughter to Holland, nor to bribe a
competent nurse who might have been able to carry out a clandestine act of
euthanasia: he appealed to the law, to right and the judiciary. OTo him goes the merit
of having shown us that it is possible to take the institutional path, and to resort to the
courts to see the rights of a person a'rmed at a time of profound and tangible
mistrust”.

Eluana and “letting someone die”
[Eluana et le Olaisser mourirO]
Sandrine Blanchatd Monde, 11-02-09

A$er months of discussions with carers, historians, philosophers, politicians, jurists
and religious authorities, OLe#ing someone dieO is exactly what France instituted in
the Leone#i law of April 22, 2005. In Italy, life seems to belong to the Church, to God,
Othe only master of life and deathO, with no interest in the decision of the courts
authorising Eluana to be disconnected, and with no interest in respecting those who

do not share their faith. Here, euthanasia is equated to a contempt for a form of
humanity. If life has sense, what sense did EluanaOs life have? Her actual life came to an
end on the road on January 18 1992.
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Death and policy
[La morte e la politica]

Ezio Maurd,a Repubblica, 10-02-09

EluanaOs father could have solved the problem on the quiet, as many have. He could
have decided on EluanaOs fate via the modern, silent and neutral OrelationshipO the
family of a terminal patient has with a doctor. But her father wanted others to know
about it, too. And so he decided to demand a response from the state. Only in this
way, brought into the public arena, would his daughter's tragedy be useful for
something. !e author does not judge if this right or not, but it seems to him like an

act of love, supreme love, born from the depths of desolation and loss. Nobody, on the
outside, can possibly imagine this torment. lis gesture towards the state born from
within a family. Not just for her, but for everyone. lis family says that Eluana's
existence must end. It is terrible to take advantage of someoneOs death to extract
political gain. It is humiliating to be present at this political degradation. By turning a
national and family tragedy into a political instrument, the most dangerous phase of
our recent history with regard to the fate of the Republic has begun.

Eluana and the ravens
[Eluana y los cuervos]
Josep Ramoned&pPais, 10-02-09

le author criticises the actions of the Italian prime minister, Berlusconi, and the
Vatican hierarchy, in the so-c@llatha case. Firstly, the unscrupulous use of a

personal drama in BerlusconiOs private struggle against the powers of the state, in his
eagerness to take on the "nal checks and balances of the system. Secondly, the fact of
both partiesO insensitivity in the face of personal su&ering in fact portrays an image of a
cruel God, whose vanity is satis"ed by seeing people going through a terrible time.
Ole alliance of money and the altar against a defenceless family, who, to the very end,
have respected the law, and who are counting on the justice system to tell them they
are right, is astonishing [E] Eluana died while Berlusconi and the Vatican waged, to
their cost, a ba#le, "rstly, against the Constitution and, secondly, to occupy the public
stage. lereOs no debate here, just, plain and simple abuse of power".

An obscene race
[Obscena carrera]
Editorial El Pais, 10-02-09

Berlusconi and the Vatican have run an obscene race to prevent Eluana EnglaroOs wish
to be disconnected from the apparatus keeping her alive in a vegetative state for 17
years being granted. Eluana Englaro fell into her present condition without having
made a wri#en, living will. But she did leave a verbal one in which she stated her wish
not to be le$ alivetime way her tra'c accident le$ her. lis will had been validated

by the Supreme Court.
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EluanaOs wishes about the way she wanted to live and die are transparently clear. Also

her conformity with the law. !e duty of a democratic government should be to
respect those wishes and the law that protects them.

(Useless) cell banks }
[Bancos (incetiles) de cZlulas]
Editorial,El Pais, 30-01-09

On the heels of private umbilical cord blood banks, other banks have arrived for cells
found in milk teeth, menstrual blood or customersO body fats. le evidence that the
stem cells obtained from these sources are useful for curing ParkinsonOs, diabetes or
cancer is non-existent. As they have no medical use at the moment, the owners point
to future research as being able to provide one. But there is no guarantee that things
will develop along these lines. In fact, results with a di&erent type of stem cell suggest
the contrary.




Bring integrity to the Internet
Mark FranelChristian Science Monitor, 19-03-09

le exercise of free opinion is now possible through blogs and websites. !e huge
amount of material generated is usually harmless, a small part of it magni“cent. But at
times it gives power to those who libel others with complete ease. lis has already led
to a lot of damage and even suicides. Although MySpace and Facebook have policies
to prevent it, they don't work in practice. While newspapers and other media have
editors who check material, on the Internet this editorial task is lacking. It is necessary
for everybody to be on the look out and for webmasters to get together in associations
and stick to an ethical code.

The urgent need to regulate the Internet
[LOurgence de rZguler Internet]
JZr™me Roger; Francis Dréjtktastion, 09-03-09

FranceOs National Assembly must examine the white paper on "Creation and the
Internet”. ItOs approval in the Senate shows us that the crisis in the music and cinema
industries has allowed normal political and intellectual di‘culties to be overcome. We
think that 95% of music downloads made by internauts are illegal. 'e detractors of
the new law say that it is an a#ack on individual liberty and they donOt see that they
have lost sight of the implied contract made whenever a cultural object is purchased.
Why is it that the same people who demand the regulation of the "nancial markets,
social bene"ts and housing, are also partisan supporters of the savage liberalism of the
Internet? 1tOs about time the Internet joined the adult world.

The hidden face of Facebook
[La cara oculta de Facebook]
Ramon-Jordi Moles i Plazajanguardia, 24-02-09

le so-called Osocial networksO are enormous repositories of information controlled
and managed by someone other than the owners of that information. People have
placed information of incredible usefulness in that system; information that could be
exploited commercially by its managers, obtaining multimillion dollar incomes in the
process. In actual fact, the contents and information access management model is
neither neutral, nor free: the system administrator will not [easily] relinquish the strict
control that he exercises over it. Facebook, Google and their o&shoots are information
not knowledge banks; information essential for intelligence operations that it would
be di'cult to gather in a conventional mareogle handed over data to the
Chinese government on internaut supporters of opposition groups, people who are in
prison today; the Patriot Act forced them to hand over data to the North American
government a$er 9-11, and now the Spanish government, for national security
reasons following the March 11 2004 train bombings in Madrid, will oblige pay-as-
you-go mobile phone users to register themselves.




The new social networks
[Las nuevas redes sociales]
Editorial ABC, 22-02-09

Without doubt, new technologies o&er society great opportunities in terms of
information and knowledge. Likewise, itOs worth remembering that there are evident
risks in the abuse of social networks. le danger particularly a&ects young people and
adolescents, whose privacy is a fundamental right recognised by the Spanish
constitution and by all international declarations. Which means the public authorities
should have a duty to secure the necessary resources to respect and guarantee that
right. 'e reasonable balance between the various rights and obligations has to be the
subject of a serious legal and sociological debate. Access to private data poses a serious
danger, bearing in mind that minors are especially vulnerable in such sensitive
territory. !e Internet is a very positive instrument o&ering extraordinary possibilities

in this global era, but it is also essential to limit its negative e&ects. In particular,
peopleOs privacy, in the face of certain persons disposed to obtain pro"t from
illegitimate ends, must be preserved.

Digitally overexposed
Michael J. Schullae Washington Times, 20-02-09

Obama has charged Melissa Hathaway with investigating national cyber security. It
has been realised that itOs necessary to protect the governmentOs information
technology from security threats. However, perhaps they still donOt understand that it
is also necessary to be#er protect the digital identity of Americans, especially in the
use of credit cards on the Internet. Frauds do not just entail individual economic and
social losses, they also swamp emergency telephone and information services.

Google Street View: private vices and public virtues
[Google Street View: vices privZs et vertus publiques]
Odile Belinga & ftienne Tdtéhération, 13-02-09

le authors re%ect on the dangers to privacy provoked by Google's initiative, which
has made images from the world's great cities available to the public so that internauts
can look at a speci'c neighbourhood or street in a city as if they were right there. It is
not just a question of the right to privacy (Othe damage to a citizenOs interests comes
not only from being recognisable, but also from the thought of being recognisedO),
but also the progressive and growing dri$ that this might take: Oa$er the satellite
images, a$er the images of streets, tomorrow there will be permanent cameras, able to
be viewed over the Internet, allowing all streets to be observed. A video-surveillance
arising out of curiosityO.
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Google is watching

Peter Funtlhe Boston Globe, 09-02-09

Each new technological step makes us rethink laws about and the de"nition of privacy.
With the appearance of Google Street View many believe that we have moved towards
an Orwellian society and that it represents a loss of privacy. For others itOs a new,
bene"cial and commercially pro“table use of technology. Laws already exist to de"ne
public and private property, but in the Google universe they are di'cult to apply.
Would we let television cameras "Im the front door of our house for months, "Iming
every move we make? And what if Google sells photos of houses seen on Google
Street View that need repairs to interested companies?.
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Death, live and direct
[La muerte, en directo]
Francesc EscribaBi®eriédico, 16-03-09

Jade Goody, a 27-year-old English woman, has cancer and is dieing. She became very
well-known in her country a$er appearing on one of the "rst eBi§iBnshef.

Advised by Max Cli&ord, one of the best public relations agents in Great Britain, she
has decided to sell her su&ering to the highest bidder. Her story has gone round the
world, leaving nobody unmoved. Reality television and the proliferation of social
networks on the Internet forces us to review the concept of privacy; an urban and
modern value that continues to evolve and transform itself. !ere is now a new term,
extimacy, that de"nes the tendency to publicly exhibit oneOs life, feelings and
emotions. JadeOs decision is di'cult to comprehend. le way certain media exploit
these stories cannot leave us indi&erent. As a reaction to media treatment of the
Alc’sser case, the WomenOs Radio and Television Institute wrote a report to shake up
consciences. !e "rst recommendation made by the professionals was very clear:
OHandle these subjects as if the protagonist was your own childO. If only their advice
were followed.

Science, at last, is in its rightful place

Laurie ZolothChicago Tribune, 11-03-09

When human embryo and stem cell research began 10 years ago, they asked me to
research the ethical and religious implications. | have found that there is no agreement
between religions on the point at which human life begins, the status of the human
embryo or the use of embryos for research. But they do agree that conducting
research into the ending of su&ering is important. We are a nation that needs be#er,
cheaper therapies within everybodyOs reach. Now science is o&ering us a hopeful
future.

Behind the cell curve; why is the president ignoring a scientific gift?

Kathelin Parkerhe Washington Post, 11-03-09

le debate on stem cells is considered as a clash between science (that is always right)
and religion (which is always fanatical). Now it has been made public that they might
be able to "nd a solution, Obama ignores them and forces taxpayers to pay for
research leading to the destruction of embryos. Obama was given a gi$ by science and
heOs sent it back. lere is de"nitely strong public opinion in favour of this research, but
they o$en ignore the details involved. !e objecti"cation of human life is not a trivial
ma#er.




Conveying the values of science and biology

David ZeigleRioScience, 10-03-09

le Creationists accuse science of a lack of values. But science and biology do have
something to do with values; as a minimum they are based on four pillars: curiosity is
good and needs to be encouraged; the acquisition of knowledge is a good thing; it is
not right to falsify data; it is good to keep an open mind. In addition many scientists
are working in the "eld because they want to help humanity or to preserve the natural
ecosystems le$ to us. It is the teacherOs task to transmit to their students the many
diverse values of science and biology.

Obama’s shaky trust in science
Editorial The Christian Science Monitor, 10-03-09

If in stem cell research President Obama leaves the politics out of science, he doesnOt
when it comes to the subject of reducing carbon emissions. What he has promised
does not correspond to the policy heOs following and this must be the in%uence of
Washington politics and its interests. Congress is equally hesitant when it comes to
acting, it seems that they will give subsidies to OcleanO energies, but not cap carbon
emissions, going against scienti"c advice.

Science over all? The temptation in Obama’s stem cell policy

Yuval Levirthe Washington Post, 10-03-09

le ethical dispute over the moral status of embryos, which is the dividing line on the
subject, has been set to one side by Obama at the same time as changing federal
funding policy on research. lis change is based on the fact that scienti"c advances in
this "eld have been great and this has led to consensus in the scienti"c community on
the need to invest public funds in the "eld. But this would be an example of
technocratic temptation. Politics ought to govern with science merely as its
handmaiden.

Collaboration in medical innovation

lomas J. Sommer; S. J. Ulak, Boston Globe, 04-03-09

le Massachuse#s Department of Public Health is proposing regulations to
implement the law on the disclosure of information about medical and
pharmaceutical equipment. In the innovation of medical technology, collaboration
with doctors is essential. But the transparency of this relationship is complex as, while
companies are developing projects, they don't want their competition to "nd out what
they are working on. !erefore an ethical code is needed that medical technology
companies are able to subscribe to.




Science makes a difference to a small nation

Steve Conndrhe Independent, 03-03-09

Israel has execellent research centres, despite being a small country. Apart from
defence, it has always invested a lot in intellectual activities and has won various Nobel
prizes. !e link between Israeli and American and British scientists is strong. Recently,
British scientists have called for a boyco# of Israeli universities in protest of Israel's
treatment of the Palestinians. lis would be counterproductive, as the majority of
Israeli scientists are liberals and in dialogue with Palestine. !'e boyco# would isolate
the very people best placed to bene"t the Israel-Palestine relationship.

Doctors and industry: to each, according to what they need
[MZdicos e industria: a cada cual, lo suyQ]
Andreu Segui,Pais, 03-03-09

In the USA, a proposed law is being promoted (called the Physician Payments
Sunshine Act) that tries to clarify the relationship between doctors and the medical
industry, a situation that according to the actOs supporters contributes to signi"cantly
increasing the cost of healthcare. But it does not only have an economic impact: the
adverse health e&ects a#ributed to drug consumption are increasingly notorious. 'e
industryOs responsibility is obvious. Also the responsibility of health administrations,
healthcare providers and professionals, all those whose involvement is necessary and
not always innocent. If this cooperation is not based on independence, it becomes a
vehicle of consumerism that does not exactly help real progress. !e British Royal
College of Physicians has just published a report that makes 42 recommendations to
improve relationships between doctors and the industry. And reactions have not been
slow in coming. Marcia Angell, who was director of the New England Journal of
Medicine, states that "Given the interests of industry, of medicine and patients (E) it

is time the medical profession took full responsibility for educating prescribers about
prescription drugs, instead of abdicating it to drug companiesO.

Genome mania

Stephen Quaksie Independent, 03-03-09

AS$er describing the parallels existing between the era of the discovery of the DNA
helix and the race to discover the human genome, the author takes pains to highlight
how technical advances have allowed DNA sequencing to become a routine task that
will permit the average citizen to have access to his or her own genome analysis at a
reasonable price. 'e problem is de"ned taugnania might be Oa "xation with

simplistic pseudo-science purporting to link genetic variation with various human
behaviours and traitsO. !e real danger will lie in translating weak, population-level,
genetic resultsgpeci“c individuals, because Ocorrelation is not causationO.




The right to DNA evidence
Editorial, le New York Times, 02-03-09

le editorial takes a line in favour of the petitions made by a prisoner in Alaska (one

of six states whose laws do not allow convicts access to DNA testing that could
establish their innocence), who has asked for a genetic test to be carried out on
material recovered at the scene of the crime. !e prisoner in question appealed to the
Federal Appeal Tribunal, which has produced a judgment in his favour: if the right to
due process requires that before a trial the state o&ers the defendant all the evidence
relevant to his innocence, the same principle would also oblige it facilitate all
exculpatory evidence a$er a guilty verdict.

Liver and live donors
[H'gado y donantes vivos]
Eul'lia DolZ,a Vanguardia, 27-02-09

le reduction in road tra'c accident mortality in Spain has also reduced the main
source of organ donations, for which reason transplant surgery needs to look to other
possible donors. To this needs to be added the refusal of some families to donate a
deceased personOs organs. For many people it is hard to understand that being a donor
is for the common good, as we are all potential recipients and potential donors. And
the implications of donation are not the same with respect to a dead or a living donor.

In the la#er case, ethical dilemmas are mixed with health risks. e refusal to donate
the organ of dead relative is not only an absurd action, it also feeds the waiting lists
and causes live donations that bring with them physical risks and moral con%icts.

Devoted to the DNA database
Afua Hirschlhe Guardian, 27-02-2009

le author congratulates the European Court of Human Rights on its recent decision

to block the British governmentOs plans to expand its DNA database. !e supposed
justi"cation of this system (which since it started six years ago has collected the
genetic details of almost one million innocent people) is criminal investigations, but
the government has not been able to provide any evidence to demonstrate that these
investigations have improved thanks to the genetic information available to them.
And, even worse, police o'cials and forensic investigators do not see the need for this
database: why, then, is the Home O'ce so intent on it?.




Changes will mean affordable drugs for all
Debora Mackenziégw Scientist, 25-02-09

le current system of pharmaceutical patents disadvantages poor countries. Now,
GSK, the second largest pharmaceutical company in the world, has announced that it
will permit access to its drug patents relating to neglected diseases and will cut drug
prices for poor countries by up to 75%. However, this is not a completely altruistic
move, as the change demands certain bene"ts in return as well as access to funds for
innovation promised by governments and donors.

Big families don’t have to raise eyebrows

Eileen White JaiNywsday, 13-02-09

le case of Nadya Suleman, who has given birth to octuplets when she already had six
children, has generated an understandable controversy. !e current, predominant
a#itude is that having more than 2.1 children is irresponsible, but there are families
with more than 14 children that function wonderfully. lose of us who have large
families know that it brings a certain structure and culture into which, a$er the third
one, each new child "ts with greater ease.

Darwin and human life
[Darwin y la vida humana]
CZsar Nombel&aBC, 12-02-09

Science is a way of understanding that has progressed through reductionist
approximations, but there are other forms of knowledge, such as artistic creation.
Darwin formulated a theory upon which it is possible to continue expanding the
scienti"c edi'ce, as it leaves many, vital questions open (in fact, the quantity of
evolutionary phenomena to explain is greater than that which has been explained).
le theory of evolution is reasonable, but it is not experimentally demonstrable in its
entirety. In addition, it has served as the foundation for theories that go way beyond
the scienti"cally demonstrable, such as Social Darwinism, which emphasises
individualism and the struggle for existence. !ere is nothing in Darwinism that can
show us the transcendent nature of human life, but neither is there anything to deny it.
Put like this it is possible to see it as a gi$ from Darwin to religion: imperfection is
inherent to natural processes.




Eight is more than enough

Editorial The Boston Globe, 06-02-09

Following the case of Nadya Suleman, the medical profession should open a debate.
In fact, the person who decided to implant 8 embryos was notAlelewing

Society of Reproductive Medicine protocols, according to which no more than two
embryos should be implanted in women under 35. However, in cases like this it seems
that doctors must look into the patientOs psychological motivations, too. In practice,
what we have is an unregulated market in the "eld of reproductive medicine.

The fertility wardens are the enemies of female liberation

Simon Jenkin®e Guardian, 04-02-09

AS$er being part of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority for "ve years, |
can say that it is liberal women who more o$en deny women control over their own
bodies. Although assisted reproduction is one of the most pro“table areas in British
medicine, the female reproductive organs are a zone where the law does not permit
commerce. Why should a young woman who needs money have to go to the USA to
obtain $3,000 for her eggs while in the UK she can only donate them for free? Now
thereOs debate about frozen eggs, and maternalism continues to maintain that the
scared female body cannot be used to make money. It is being demanded that egg
freezing should only be permi#ed for medical reasons, and not from a desire to delay
the moment of motherhood.




ECOLOGICAL ETHICS

This climate crunch heralds the end of the end of history
Anthony Gidden$he Guardian, 11-03-09

le author supports the idea that a new global treaty could be useful in a joint and
coordinated approach to the double challenge of economic recession and climate
change, with measures that work in harmony to strengthen action on both fronts. New
jobs will probably not come from renewable technologies, but rather from the lifestyle
changes caused by the need to confront climate change and energy security. It is a
question that belongs in the cultural ambit: Onow is the time to introduce more
rounded measures of welfare alongside GDP and give them real political resonance.
Now is the time for a sustained and positive critique of consumerism which can be
made to count politically. Now is the time to work out how to ensure that recovery
does not mean a reversion to the loads-of-money societyO. e "nancial crisis and its
a$ermath have given a shock to established ways of thinking that could be of decisive
importance: Owe are at the end of the end of historyO.

We must create a level playing field for carbon emissions trading

Nicholas Sterfihe Independent, 10-03-09

Growth based on low carbon emissions o&ers many opportunities, but the necessary
transition from economies based on high level emissions has to be handled with care.
Climate policies could a&ect competitiveness, but the risk would be located in a local
and minor portion of the economy and a&ect a small number of companies. Although

in general, for so-called Ogreen protectionismO (establishing commercial barriers
against those who do not take emissions costs into account), the eventual imposition

of multilateral sanctions against OdirtyO countries that remain outside international

agreements cannot be ruled out.

The Earth’s enemies
[Los enemigos de la tierra]
Santiago Kovadld&,Nacién, 27-02-09

Natural catastrophes are as old as the world. !ereOs nothing new in them happening,
but rather in the fact that human beings are actively contributing to them taking place.
le most serious thing is that human beings, knowing this, are not stopping the
devastation that their own actions are causing. As far as the planetOs health is
concerned, government actions and economic interests are neglecting what science is
demanding must be taken into account. OActing against natureO means nothing more
or less than acting with a complete lack of understanding of reality. e Oscienti"c-

political dichotomyO means exactly this. Constructing plosvexpénse of the
environment is the same as working towards barbarism.
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Mr Obama’s energy future

Editorial, le New York Times, 26-02-09

le editorial praises the fact that President Obama has moved from the words and
promises of the electoral campaign to actions: in his speech to Congress he made it
clear that he is considering using "nancial resources and political capital in the "ght
against climate change. !e presidential commitment seems more than rhetoric: O"ve
weeks into his presidency, he has signalled a readiness to regulate greenhouse gases
from cars, trucks and new power plants, to require more fuel e'cient vehicles and to
invest heavily in energy e'ciency N including high speed rail and weatherizing
homes N as well as renewable energy sources like wind and solarO. And in addition he
has presented his plan and his intentions intelligently: underlining the economic
potential (with respect to recovering from the crisis) of his stated actions.

In global warming we trust

A. Sadar; S. CammarBiaWashington Times, 23-02-09

Currently we are obliged to believe in global warming and that the world will soon
change radically if we donOt change our lifestyle. And isnOt this forcing us to believe in a
long-range weather forecast? And who would put their money on a weather forecast
done a month, let alone years, in advance? Nonetheless, the developed nations are
about to invest immense quantities in di'cult economic times. Environmentalists

work like a religion, of which the politicians are our priests who tell us what we have to
do to not commit sins. Politicians and scientists must re%ect and be more humble.

Global warming through a mom’s eyes
Lisa Benne#the Christian Science Monitor, 10-02-09

It seems that concern over global warming has lost out to the economy, terrorism,
crime, etc. We all tend to give priority to the most immediate threats, but this position
does not re%ect a momOs eye point of view. For all that the author force herself to do
everything possible, she doesn't see that this is enough to protect her children. WhatOs
happening with the environment has changed her idea of what it means to be a good
parent. Taking care of the environment is one more of the tasks involved in taking care
of oneOs children and this has to force us to change our lifestyle.
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