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lis IssueOs Highlights:

Leaders in renewable energy
[Lideres en renovables |

Miguel Angel Quintanilla, Piiblico,
24-01-09

The author explains the reasons why
president Obama has named Spain,
Inside, you will find alongside Japan and Germany, as good
SUNINEUEENO LTI CEN (Ml cxamples of countries with regard to
investment in renewable energy. In the
_ author’s opinion those reasons are:
& BIOETHICS “the right combination of strategic
decisions with regard to the creation
of research infrastructure, financial
support measures and successful
business initiatives, and above all the
continuing work of several generations
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of scientists and engineers from
CIEMAT, CSIC and the universities,
that have contributed to the current
state of affairs in this field in Spain".
SCIENTIFIC o N ‘
AND From this point of view it is possible to
oo Mele]l sce why the Spanish advanced
AN tcchnology network for the
development of clean energy has come
to be the envy of the most powerful
SOOINOIElOLNN .1 d technologically advanced country
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Your life as a show
[Tu vida como especticulo]

Francesc-Marc Alvaro, La Vanguardia,
24-11-08

It goes without saying that the virtual
sphere calls into question and obliges
us to rethink the precarious balance
achieved between the legal sphere, the
private sphere and the intermediate
sphere of civil society. Europeans are
accustomed to the democratic state
guaranteeing their individual liberties.
In an extraordinary way, the virtual
dimension leaps over current
boundaries; the very concept of
individual liberty is altered in the light
of the Web. Our society constantly
urges success as a goal far beyond
traditional recognition: media fame.
This fame obliges one to pay a sizeable
toll: it destroys the barrier between
private and public life, and puts one’s
private life into the public arena. What
harm is there in this? That depends on
the value we place on this middle-class
conquest we call private life, a unique
territory not open to other people’s
gaze, where I can, if I wish, come face
to face with silence itself. If we dilute
this inviolable dimension of our lives,
we shall lose our liberty and turn the
clock back a few centuries.
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Obama0®s abortion war
Editorial, The Washington Times, 28-01-09

Obama has betrayed his campaign promises the minute he has got into power. He said
he would look for common ground in finding ways to reduce the number of abortions,
and this brought him pro-life votes, and 54% of the Catholic vote. However, suddenly,
he has made public funding to provide abortion in foreign countries possible. This is
not searching for the unity he promised. Obama is forgetting that neither the
Catholics, nor the American pro-life community, nor the Islamic world, are going to
give up the struggle against abortion.

Roe and Doe, 36 years on
Jeft Jacoby, The Boston Globe, 25-01-09

On the occasion of the 36 anniversary of the Supreme Court decision legalising
abortion in the USA, the author reflects on the interminable legal-ethical battle and
on the public’s misinterpretations of this ruling. Thus, although in surveys only one in
five say they would like abortion to be legal at any time and for any reason, a much
greater majority support the Supreme Court’s ruling in the case Roe v. Wade.
Nevertheless, contrary to popular belief, the Supreme Court did not give a free hand
to the states to prohibit late abortions or to restrict free abortion to just a pregnancy’s
first trimester; the limiting clause included in the ruling became the exception that
swallowed the rule: “except where it is necessary, in appropriate medical judgement,
for the preservation of the life or health of the mother”

WomenOQs health ungagged
Editorial, The New York Times, 24-01-09

The editorial sings the praises of president Obama’s executive order lifting the ban on
financing foreign family planning groups that offer advice or information about
abortion to pregnant women in developing countries. It also expresses its confidence
that these political changes mark a good beginning towards “a wider movement that
will allow the Obama administration to undo the complete range of Republican
attacks on reproductive freedom”, as well as pressing hard “for passage of the
Prevention First legislation designed to reduce abortions by, for example, facilitating
honest sex education and improved access to contraceptives”




ItOs a major step forward and it wonOt work
[Es un gran avance ynovaa funcionar]
Josep Corbella, La Vanguardia, 24-01-09

The authorisation of the first clinical trial with embryonic cells to treat patients with
medulla lesions symbolises the rupture between Bush’s medicine based on ideology
and medicine based on science supported by Obama. After eight years during which
regenerative medicine research has seen itself slowed down by religious prejudice, it’s
a major step forward. In the future, those who opposed this research and their families
will benefit from it. However, it cannot be expected that this first clinical trial will
come up with a cure for medulla lesions straight away.

Health hopes lie with Obama
Elizabeth Maguire, The News & Observer, 22-01-09

The author points to three basic actions that should be taken by the new US
president’s administration in order to show its commitment to policies assuring
women are able to exercise the basic reproductive right to decide the number and the
spacing of their children. Firstly, rescind the Reagan era regulation prohibiting private
organisations in developing countries from receiving North American funding if they
are involved in abortion-related activities. Secondly, an urgent and significant increase
in North American funding for family planning services in poor countries. Thirdly, it
is equally important to work with Congress to lift the federal funding ban on legal
abortion services and care.

Eluana, break from the principle of legality
[Eluana, qui si rompe il principio dilegalita]
Carlo Federico Grosso, La Stampa, 19-01-09

Apart from possible, more or less interesting, interpretations, there is a legal mandate,
in the Eluana case, that is indisputable: an irreversible ruling handed down by the
Supreme Court of Cassation. The ruling has to be followed, full stop. Nobody has the
right to veto it, block it or delay it. Infringing a similar ruling would mean introducing
a serious break with the principle of legality, on which the whole Italian legal system
rests. This break with the principle of legality is extremely worrying. If this is
happening, if it becomes government practice, it would mean the end of the state of
law.




le question: Should we allow research using human-animal hybrid embryw.“"f

LetOs not put emotion in front of reason
Jonathan Romain, The Guardian, 12-01-09

I'll give a Jewish answer, although there is no such thing as the Jewish answer to this;
just as there is no Christian or Islamic answer. In Judaism, the embryo has to be
treated with great respect, as it already contains potential life, but Judaism does not
accord it full human status until the moment of birth. Life begins at this moment, and
eliminating a foetus, although this can only be carried out in certain circumstances, is
not equivalent to murder. This could be applied to hybrid embryos, which could be
used. When it comes to whether or not these techniques amount to trying to play
God; in Judaism contributing to divine creation, just as we do when we take
medicines or transplant organs, is a good thing.

About face. Ethical concerns shortchange the suering of those who might need

a face transplant
Editorial, The Houston Chronicle, 04-01-09

Ricardo Rachel, unjustly imprisoned for 6 years for child abuse, is more worried about
his facial reconstruction surgery than the injustice he has suffered. He suffers from an
extreme facial deformity, that could have been an influence on his being found guilty.
Some have ethical objections to the face transplant that a doctor will perform free of
charge. They consider it something merely cosmetic. Many people with this deformity
have no social life and commit suicide, meaning that it is something more than
cosmetic.

Restoring stem cell research
Diana Degette, Denver Post, 31-12-09

Many things are hoped for from Obama, but it would be good if he started by getting
to grips with stem cell research. In recent years there have been many financial
restrictions on this type of research in the USA, whilst in other countries many
discoveries have been made with state funding. Although it’s a difficult moment,
economically speaking, research has to be based on scientific and not political criteria,
and receive suitable funding.
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All that the recent high-pro#le cases prove is that the law regarding asc.<.Ca
suicide is farcical
Marcel Berlins, The Guardian, 17-12-08

The author complains about the lamentable legal situation the families of the
terminally ill find themselves in if they choose to help their loved ones when they
decide to take their lives. The new head of public prosecutions in Britain decided not
to prosecute the parents of Daniel James, because it was against the public interest. He
has had to clarify that this decision is not extendable to other cases and this opens the
door to an endless and absurd series of questions (was the James case so unique?
What did or didn't his parents do that was so different from other families in similar
situations?...) that only go to show the highly unsatisfactory legal situation in Britain
with regard to assisted suicide.

A maSer of conscience; abortion and Hippocratic tenets
Jonathan Imbody, The Washington Times, 17-12-08

Many doctors who think that it goes against their conscience to practice abortion are
pressured into doing them. Supporters of abortion, who dominate the ACOG
(American College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists), have managed to get
abortion classified as part of standard medical practice. They have spread the idea that
conscience is subjective, and that it must not be placed in opposition to the autonomy
of the patient who decides to have an abortion. This is contrary to what the majority
of North Americans think, who consider it hypocritical to force health professionals
to subscribe to “pro-choice” ideology.

Dieing in front of the cameras
[ Morir ante las cdmaras]
Editorial, El Pais, 14-12-08

Following the discussion generated by the recording and later broadcasting on
television of the assisted suicide of Craig Ewert in a Swiss clinic, the editorial aims to
focus attention on what it considers to be the root of the problem: if euthanasia were
to be decriminalised and properly regulated, neither Ewert (nor Sampedro in the
Spanish context) would have been forced to tell the story of their struggle. What really
outrages the editorial writer is not the recording or the broadcasting of this testimony,
but cases such as that of Eluana Englaro in Italy, who, despite having a Supreme Court
ruling in her favour, runs headlong into the brick wall raised by the medical class and
political interventionism that, for moral and religious motives, would keep the patient
connected to a life support machine despite her persistent vegetative state.

“Governments cannot accept that incurable and terminally ill patients are kept
confined to a tragic no-man’s land, condemned to pay with their suffering for the lack
of political will or converted into guinea pigs for moral options”.




Craig Ewert suicide documentary shows the face of death by the lig.« S
mourning
Jenny McCartney, The Telegraph, 14-12-08

After watching the televised death of Ewert we have to ask ourselves what there is
behind the British public’s apparent desire to see death in action. While sex is all over
the media, death is hidden away. If sex is the motor of life, death is its only certainty.
What we have just finished watching, however, tells us that the mystery of human life
cannot be captured by observing the moment when it disappears.

| could have done without the death scene. But SkyOs assisted suicide #lm didnOt
deserve the tabloid fury
Alexander Chancellor, The Guardian, 12-12-08

After watching the television documentary in which Craig Ewert died, it is obvious
that it was not broadcast as entertainment, but rather as a way of promoting debate
about assisted suicide by showing how it actually happens. It neither glorified nor
promoted suicide. The clinic, Dignitas, doesn’t accept just any case, only those that
meet a range of requirements. In the UK, Gordon Brown has said that it is necessary
to guarantee that no sick or old person feels pressured to agree to an assisted death —
this guarantee would disappear if assisted suicide were to be legalised.

Sky won ratings, not support for euthanasia
Andrew Pierce, Telegraph, 11-12-08

The author, without seeking to criticise either the decision or the behaviour of the
Ewerts (Craig Ewert’s wife accompanied him to the Swiss clinic to help him die),
roundly accuses what he considers to be a pro-euthanasia pressure group for
attempting to take advantage of this couple’s painful situation in order to bring about a
change in the law on assisted euthanasia. The Sky television programme, which
broadcast the recording of Ewert’s last moments, claimed to be dealing with
euthanasia. If it was about generating support, it failed spectacularly; if it was about
getting ratings, then it was definitely a success.

le pain and peril of assisted suicide
Editorial, The Independent, 11-12-08

The editorial writer takes a position in favour of the televising of Craig Ewert’s assisted
suicide. The writer does not think it was sensationalist, exploitative, or in bad taste.
What the writer values, in fact, is that it could contribute to opening up the debate
about the suitability or not of reforming the British laws regulating euthanasia.



While the possibility of a law guaranteeing that the families of people helping an
assisted suicide would not be prosecuted would be a serious and dangerous step
(cases where patients felt pushed into committing suicide by desperate or self-
interested family members would not be uncommon), and while the current system
(which turns a blind eye to assisted suicide in foreign clinics) allows the families to act
with a certain impunity, it does nothing to alleviate their anguish and places an
enormous pressure on their relatives, the writer suggests that it would be worth
looking at what has happened in Holland. Besides, cases like the Ewerts’ mean that we
shall not be able to avoid the question for much longer.

le marketing of euthanasia
[El marketing de la eutanasia]
Ricardo Roa, Clarin, 11-12-08

Many people see euthanasia as an essential human right, because our life belongs to
each of us and, therefore, so does the decision to pre-empt death when one is suffering
the consequences of a disease or an accident that makes living seem much harder than
dieing. The North American, Craig Ewert, gave permission for his last moments to be
filmed and broadcast on television. Ewert’s drama raises, at least, two questions:
whether euthanasia is lawful and whether, by showing it on television, instead of
humanising it, it is being dehumanised. Because one thing is defending the right to
euthanasia and another is promoting it. Ewert’s approach to his assisted suicide has
converted it into a show, a marketing product. The danger is that this kind of spectacle
could end up nullifying the value of a dignified death itself.

lereOs no legal #x for the moral quandary of assisted suicide
Joan Smith, The Independent, 11-12-08

Millions of people watched the death of Craig Ewert, aged 59, on television. We can
sympathise with him and at the same time think that his televised death has brought
nothing new to the euthanasia debate. After all, it’s not necessary to sit through a
documentary about actual torture in order to be against it. Perhaps it demystifies the
death taboo, but at the price of turning it into a public spectacle. In addition, it could
put pressure on the elderly who might feel pressurised into choosing this kind of death
rather than becoming a burden.




Assisted suicide documentary is indefensible
George Pitcher, The Telegraph, 10-12-08

Today’s televised assisted suicide is stirring up extreme emotions. Maybe it’s better
than Sky TV’s usual programmes, but it is not an important contribution to the
contemporary ethical debate. This is a commercial operation, announced in advance
as such and which offers entertainment. Indirectly, however, yes it does raise the
question of how we handle death in the case of certain diseases and which laws need
reforming. Ironically, this programme won'’t help the supporters of euthanasia, as what
we are seeing is not exactly what we understand as the optimum, dignified death.

Memento mori
Stephen Armstrong, The Guardian, 10-12-08

The rugby player Daniel James, paralysed from the neck down, decided to die by
assisted suicide in the Swiss clinic Dignitas. Tonight the Sky television channel will
show the moment of Craig Ewert’s death, filmed at his own behest. It’s good that TV
is showing us these moments that represent a challenge for us. Often, showing real
death is avoided, but not violence as entertainment.

Dying for change
Mary Warnock, The Guardian, 10-12-08

The author supports the opinion of those maintaining that cases like Ewert’s, and the
public prosecution service’s decision not to prosecute the parents of Daniel James
(whom they helped to die in the same Swiss clinic), only confirm the urgent need to
reform the 1961 British law on suicide: that it is legal to take someone to Switzerland
to help them to die, but illegal to help them do it in their own home, is not acceptable;
nor is the legal limbo relatives who have helped a terminally family member find
themselves in — forced to wait on a decision by the public prosecution service to know
whether they will be prosecuted or not. The author hopes that this is a first and
necessary step towards a more radical change.

le PopeQs real message for Obama
John L.Allen Jr., The New York Times, 19-09-08

To the US the recent Vatican document on bioethics “Dignitas Personae” could be
seen as a battle plan to take the fight to the new Obama administration. The document
has been years in the making, it’s not a hasty reaction, and what’s more on a number of
subjects the Vatican is closer to Obama than to Bush. But perhaps the Vatican hasn’t

realised that for American pro-life groups it could mean a declaration of war on
matters of bioethics. The Vatican should be looking for ways to mobilise Catholics
capable of building bridges.



lis database is good mother, not big brother
Alice Miles, The Times, 28-01-09

The author comes out in favour of the recent creation of a government database using
information about eleven million British children. This public instrument will de used
to protect children in at-risk situations who are potentially the subject of abuse or lack
of care, and not to damage children who are already safe within a family environment.
It will save time, probably save lives, and it must be remembered that this data will be
in the hands of public authorities: although there is no guarantee the data will be
looked after properly by the public sector, it is necessary to ask why public opinion
seems to take it for granted that the private sector would be more secure.

Universities should %ag up which websites to trust
A. C. Grayling, NewScientist, 14-01-09

The author, after mentioning some of the many areas of usefulness of the Internet,
wants to focus on its use, and as a tool, in the area of education. But this educational
use surely brings up one of the most obvious difhculties: the unreliability of much of
the information stored on the Net. Some kind of control or reliability audit is needed,
and a classification in this respect. His suggestion is that an international consortium
of universities should establish a series of panels to audit the value of websites,
endorsing those worthy of confidence. It is not a question of censorship or of
commenting on matters of opinion, but rather of identifying the most valuable sites
and warning of any factual error when it occurs.

LetOs face it, soon Big Brother will have no trouble recognising you
David Rowan, The Times, 13-01-09

Automatic face-recognition technology (FRT) has made great advances in recent
years. Soon, cameras will recognise our friends and only photograph them when they
smile, and we will be able to be identified at the airport by our faces alone. But a
machine could also recognise the faces of students arriving late for school. A case
where somebody’s photograph was circulated in the media as a criminal, when they
were actually innocent, has already happened. Soon, cheap, ubiquitous and real time
technology will watch over us from many places. We must question this kind of
surveillance of our lives.




Cleaner cyberspace
Editorial, China Daily, 09-01-09

In a healthy society, pornography should have no place in public life, it should
especially not be accessible to minors. However, for some time it has been within their
reach on many Chinese websites. The task of creating a cleaner cyberspace is a difhicult
one for the authorities. But it needs to be done and the Chinese Ministry of Public
Safety is watching and closing websites. It has been done before, but the websites
reappear. Now is the time to find mechanisms whereby the clean up can be effective
and lasting. It will be achieved through uniting technology, legislation and political
will.

More privacy on-line
Editorial, The New York Times, 24-12-07

Following the public announcement by Yahoo that data related to information
searches by web users will not be kept for more than 90 days (and that they are taking
measures to avoid traceability, such as the removal of the last eight bits of users” IP
addresses), the editorial congratulates them on finally taking the first steps in the right
direction: Internet users should be capable of controlling which parts of their personal
data are archived by companies owning search engines.

le Internet will be the new and bloody ba$le#eld
[Internet sera el nuevo y cruento campo de batalla]
Joseph Nye, Clarin, 15-12-08

In August 2008 Russian troops invaded Georgia. Computer pirates attacked the
Georgian government’s web portals in the weeks immediately preceding the
escalation to armed conflict. The cybernetic attacks and the possibility of cybernetic
war illustrate an ever greater vulnerability and loss of control in modern societies. In
the murky world of the Internet, the attackers are difficult to identify. What’s more,
cybernetic attacks could affect the functioning of the financial markets and cause
immense economic losses. The information revolution allows sabotage to be carried
out with unprecedented speed and range.

Digital renegades, or captives?
Eugeny Morozov, The Herald Tribune, 11-12-08

In recent months, especially with regard to the Obama campaign, the digital natives
(adolescents who have grown up with digital technology) have been considered a new
force that could redefine politics. But what works in the USA does not always work in
other places, and we don’t know how it could affect the international order, especially
in states that control their citizens (such as Russia, China or Iran).



For example, it seems that the Internet might change China, but while the Berlin Wall
may have fallen, a new, digital firewall has gone up in China. On the other hand, while
the Internet has provided uncensored, digital entertainment, it is by no means clear
that it has improved the digital sense of citizenship. We must be suspicious of the fact
that governments are promoting the new cyber-hedonism.

No, the Internet is not television!
[Non, Internet, ce nest pas de la télévision!]
Christophe Agnus, Pierre Bellanger et al., Le Monde, 01-12-08

The authors, various directors of companies in the digital economy and information
technology sector, are taking a stand against the direction currently being taken in the
French National Assembly on the projected law concerning the public, audiovisual
sector. Why? The underlying vision in many of the discussions and amendments to
the white paper see the Internet as a kind of giant television with thousands of
channels. But it is not like this, "the television model has absolutely nothing to do with
the Internet, at one and the same time a formidable vehicle for access to knowledge
and culture in all its dimensions, a crossroads for innumerable exchanges, commercial
or otherwise, a place for expression without limits for a huge diversity of new talents”.
For the authors, web entrepreneurs, the dominant taxophilia (if you have an idea, levy
taxes on it; if you create, we’ll tax you, etc.) has little to do with the spirit of the times
and the needs of digital media. Their proposal is clear: “transpose as faithfully as
possible the European directive that draws a clear line between the framework of
audiovisual regulation and the framework of Internet regulation.”
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Health before ideology
Editorial, Los Angeles Times, 27-01-09

The editorial reflects on the movement back and forth of different US administrations
with regard to financing humanitarian aid organisations promoting or facilitating
abortion in the world's poorest regions. Forbidden under Reagan, permitted under
Clinton, prohibited once again under Bush, and once more permitted by Obama; the
possibility of funding abortion services as part of international health aid programmes
is considered by the editorialist as something more than a reasonable political option:
it would allow years of ineffective and moralistic policies that place ideological
convictions before the health of women in developing countries to be set right.

A friend of science: Barack ObamaOs welcome departure from the recent past
Editorial, Akron Beacon Journal, 27-01-09

“We will restore science to its rightful place” After it was amply demonstrated that the
Bush administration manipulated scientific findings to advance its own partisan
interests in areas such as the environment and biomedical research, the new
president’s words about science in his inaugural speech couldn’t leave scientists
indifferent. And it is understandable that many have applauded the change of tone
and, even more so, the recognition that science has much to contribute to improving
the economy and people's quality of life.

Steady on stem cells
Editorial, The San Francisco Chronicle, 26-01-09

The editorial joyfully welcomes the coincidence that in the same week that the former
US president left office, a Californian company gained federal approval to treat human
patients for the first time with stem cells coming from pluripotent cell lines. The step
towards human trials is undeniably important (although the company and the
researchers are playing it down and insisting that they are dealing with tests to
guarantee patient safety), and this type of development will only be possible if the
new president comes through on his promise to open the field to stem cells. “A new
leader in the White House should step in to push the process along after a too-long
wait.” Science advances — and wins an ally in the White House.




Science is welcome in Washington again
Editorial, The Chicago Sun-Times, 23-01-09

If the Bush administration spent its eight year mandate railing against rigorous
science, eliminating or distorting scientific facts when they ran contrary to their own
fundamentalist view of rights on any subject (from climate change, to biomedical
research to the teaching of evolution), President Obama’s encouraging words in his
inaugural speech with regard to science’s role in public life show him to be a president
that seems to understand the importance of science in solving the serious problems
confronting our civilisation and in creating our future. “The last eight years in
Washington have been a dark age for science. It’s good to see a little light again”.

Biomedical research
[La investigacion biomédica]
Javier Sanz, La Gaceta de los Negocios, 21-01-09

The story of a legal battle between a US patient and the university that registered the
patent for a cell line derived from a body tissue sample taken from him during his
treatment, leads the author to raise some basic, ethical-legal questions surrounding
biomedical research. In his opinion, it has become imperative “to legislate on these
materials, with the aim of avoiding a vacuum which will be filled by the uncertainties
caused by medical advances”. Although it also points out that under our laws “the
collective right to research and scientific development takes precedence over
individual property rights".

le Spanish research scene
[Panorama de la investigacién espafiola]
Angel Ferndndez Izquierdo, La Verdad, 21-01-09

Knowledge transfer to the manufacturing sector and innovation are two major
subjects that Spanish science, technology and business system has always failed. The
relationship between the number of patents and scientific production is far lower here
than in those European countries we would like to compare ourselves to. The
challenge facing the new ministry is to focus on raising awareness among researchers
and business people of the need to find points where they can work together for
mutual benefit, backing the creation of companies by university researchers, as well as
giving them time off to develop them. It is obvious that a company is going to be more
interested in creating innovative products and services, but also in achieving
profitability and liquidity. Therefore, for Spain country to be more European, 60% of
R+D+i should be carried out by the manufacturing sector, something that cannot be
achieved through decrees and laws. The policy is clear, the strategy too, but the way
forward not quite so.




le ethics of science
[La ética de la ciencia]
Angeles Caso, Piblico, 13-01-09

Groups of scientists are beginning to show signs of worry about the effects that their
research could have on people’s lives. Researchers are adding clauses to their articles
or theses in which they state that their work cannot be used by the arms industry.
Ethical responsibility is beginning to be an ever greater demand in this society that has
already witnessed mass horrors. The gesture made by these scientific objectors is an
example to be followed. And not only with regard to warfare; the implications of
science affect an infinite number of fields that could improve our lives, but also make

them dreadful.

Medicine, consumer product
[Medicina, articulo de consumo]
Carlos Gherardi, Clarin, 07-01-09

Health as a consumer product is a hard and fast reality in today’s society, an alliance
that is inadvisable and dangerous given that economic interests might have nothing to
do with desiring the well-being of the population. As the sociologist Freidson pointed
out, the logic of the market that responds to productivity and profitability and a
bureaucracy that favours efliciency leads to the dismantling of a profession that can
only and must be understood as a true, moral project destined to producing
indispensable and irreplaceable benefits for society; a moral project consisting of two
levels: a medicine focused on the patient that would facilitate their humanisation and
the protection of the public good - constituted by health - means taking part in the
discussion about how to deliver justice along these lines.

It must not be forgo$en that medicine is humanism
[Ne pas oublier que la médecine est un humanisme]
Martine Perez, Le Figaro, 17-12-08

The author praises the legal reform to the first year of medical studies that, albeit
timidly, tries to open the study of medical science to students coming from other
branches of science other than the pure sciences. The traditional selection procedure
has left to one side the students’ aptitude for handling human beings, for their
psychological and emotional approaches to patients. Nevertheless, “it is exactly this
approach which forms the basis of the very special relationship established between
doctor and patient, which makes the specialist neither a robot nor an expert, and the
patient neither an organ nor an object”. Only time will tell if medicine will shift
definitively to the side of technology or if it will be able to preserve its humanist
dimension.




Now itOs time for science, Europe!
[jAhora es la ciencia, Europa!]
Carlos Martinez, El Pais, 11-12-08

Recalling the famous fragment from the Schuman “declaration” (“Europe will be built
though concrete achievements which first create a de facto solidarity”), the author
maintains that the moment has come for science to convert itself into one more of the
pillars that European unity has been creating in recent decades. With no disrespect to
the contribution of the latest Research and Development Framework Programmes, it
cannot be forgotten that 95% of European resources dedicated to R+D are in the
hands of member states, and that cooperation between states, to be successful,
“requires a true research mobility between countries” And this would be an
achievement that is still pending: the so-called “fifth freedom or free movement of
scientists around the whole Union” The context of the current economic crisis only
increases the urgency and the need to build up concrete, scientific frameworks "that
will create the de facto solidarity proposed by Schuman, in order to perfect the
Union’s scientific-economic-social apparatus”.

DNA D-day
Afua Hirsch, The Guardian, 04-12-08

The European Court of Human Rights has recognised what the UK failed to: that the
indiscriminate retention of DNA data from someone suspected of a crime is an
unjustified invasion of privacy. First they took samples from those who had
committed offences, then from those who were suspects, although they were later
found innocent. In addition, certain private companies have access to these data
samples, without the consent of the people involved. This is stigmatising innocent
people, and has also led to the stigmatising of ethnic minorities.

Youth and ethics donOt mix
Editorial, The Washington Times, 04-12-08

Last year, 64% of secondary school students admitted to copying in exams, 30% to
shoplifting, 36% have used the Internet to plagiarise work, and 42% sometimes lied to
save money. The pressure to obtain good results does not explain this absence of
values. It is necessary to recognise how this situation has been created socially and
how a lack of values and integrity ends up having a significant economic and social
cost.




ScienceOs limits and beyond
[La science, ses limites, son au-dela]
Jean Delumeau, Le Monde, 27-11-08

In France, the teaching of evolution is currently under question, above all where
fundamentalist Islam exerts an influence. Evolution needs to form part of physics and
biology courses. For that reason, it is not the right time or place to state that evolution
is incompatible with belief in God. Science deals in facts; reflection on knowledge
interprets the attainments of science. Currently, this reflection could flow as much
into atheist materialism as a spiritual philosophy. In the universe accessible to science
it is likely there will always be grey areas. We shall never attain complete knowledge of
something infinitely large or something infinitely small. Just as what we know
increases, so does what we don’t know. Why declare, a priori, that reality, taken as a
whole, has no room for something that eludes all measurement? Raising these
questions is a legitimate reflection on what lies beyond science. It means that
philosophy and religion give to the universe and human beings a sense of limits, a
place where science ends. We are trying to harmonise the camps with respect to these
questions, replacing the confrontation model with a complementary model.

5 myths about our ailing healthcare system
Shannon Brownlee; Ezekiel Emanuel, The Washington Post, 23-11-08

America needs profound healthcare reform despite the economic crisis. There are five
myths that it is necessary to expose as false: (1) America has the best healthcare
system in the world; (2) Someone else is paying for your medical insurance; (3) We
would save a lot if we could cut the administrative waste of private insurers; (4)
healthcare reform would be really expensive; (5) Americans are not ready for changes
to the healthcare system. The moment has come, then, for profound change.

Science with frontiers
[Ciencia con fronteras]
Editorial, El Pais, 22-11-08

Spain and Cyprus are the only members of the European Union that still have not
enacted into law a 2005 directive about the so-called “scientific visa” It is difficult to
make advances towards increased productivity and funding R+D programmes if,
instead of facilitating the arrival of scientists and researchers to complement and
stimulate the task of their Spanish colleagues, unjustifiable, bureaucratic obstacles [to
their free movement] are kept in place. Neither does this lack of diligence sit happily
with the transposition of the directive and the role that it is trying to give to
universities, above all through the Bologna process. Enacting the “scientific visa” into
domestic law should be a priority, regardless of the government’s plans for the

Foreigner’s Law. Above all because this directive constitutes an invaluable instrument
that will advantage levels of scientific and research excellence in Spain.
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Patients #rst: when doctors leave, consider the customer
Editorial, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 15-11-08

Bioethical regulations are needed covering frequent cases of doctors, often abruptly,
changing jobs. The first obligation of the doctor is to the patient, and they can’t just
abandon them anyway they please. Competition in a free market system should not
interfere with basic patient rights. When a doctor leaves a hospital, he should have to
inform his patients and, in certain cases, offer the possibility of continuing to treat
them.

3 showdowns to avoid
Michael Gerson, The Washington Post, 15-11-08

Obama is working hard, but perhaps he is not aware of certain themes which, if not
handled with care, could erupt into controversy. Firstly, the subject of abortion and
bioethics, where he should not abandon government neutrality over abortion.
Secondly, the Fairness Doctrine, which regulates media broadcasters, making sure that
all political viewpoints are given equal air time. This regulation is unnecessary. Thirdly,
the “card-check” issue. Currently, only a secret ballot needs to be held to form a union,
if, according to Obama’s new plan, it can be done by collecting signed cards from
workers, the secret ballot would be lost.




ECOLOGICAL ETHICS

Green Obama
[Obama, de “verde”]
Editorial, El Pais, 28-01-09

The plan adopted by Obama tries to claw back territory in areas that for years have
been preoccupying the governments of the major, developed countries. According to
the White House, the new regulations boil down to the necessary and urgent renewal
of industry, above all the car industry. Obama’s commitment to fighting climate
change could have, on the other hand, important repercussions on US foreign policy.
The main political message of this change of direction is aimed at oil-producing
countries. Reducing US dependence on oil from the Persian Gulf means putting a
limit on the flow of dollars that has had a decisive influence on the economy and
international relations in recent decades. Obama seems to establish a subtle and
unequivocal relationship between the struggle against climate change and greater
freedom of action for the US, which until now has seen itself obliged to consider as
political allies regimes of which it was, above all, a hostage to energy.

Is the weather crazy?
[¢El temps esta boig?]
Josep Enric Llebot, El Periédico, 28-01-09

While meteorology is a clear concept (the weather each day), climate is an abstract
concept (the average behaviour of the weather). There are places where the weather is
more stable and others where it is more variable. Climate in Spain is pretty variable.
From this view point, what’s happening is normal. But what interests us citizens is
knowing if we can predict the coming climate. The weather forecast is very good in the
short term. By contrast, nobody is able to come up with an equivalent prediction
about climate. To understand climate change, we have to resort to a global vision,
invest in studies and research in order to discover what, in the mid-term, the future
might hold for Spain’s climate. We are more vulnerable than we thought. We need to
learn from what is happening and what has happened to us, and include in
infrastructure planning, with the uncertainties that it brings, the possible changes to
environmental conditions that could take place.

Greyhounds, hounds and the climate
[Galgos, podencos y el clima]
Miguel Delibes de Castro, Piiblico, 26-01-09

Recalling Iriarte’s fable, the author points out that very probably when faced with
certain problems, prolonging discussion and analysis means delaying taking measures.
And global climate change would be a case in point. It is taking such a long, long time
to gain scientific consensus on the data that best reflect the reality of the planet's
evolving climate (see the case of data on the Intergovernmental Prison),



that in the end, the conclusions of the consensus always lag behind reality and the
latest data. It takes so long to reach agreements “that even before putting them into
practice they have become obsolete”.

Time for a green industrial revolution
Nicholas Stern, The New Scientist, 21-01-09

The world is facing the challenge of the worst financial crisis since 1930, but now we
have technologically advanced tools. It is now urgent to reduce emissions, and this
will be the subject of the next Copenhagen meeting. Luckily, the technology allowing
us to fight against emissions has also progressed more than we think. Although the
economic crisis could distract us from our objective, it is also an opportunity to
develop new technologies that will create new jobs.

Leave the earth in peace
[Dejar al suelo tranquilo]
José Luis Rubio, El Mundo, 21-01-09

Faced with growing erosion on the Spanish Mediterranean coast, with the social,
environmental and economic problems it brings, the author pronounces himself
opposed to arguments that one of the causes of the receding coast line is the fact that
the rivers are carrying less sediment, for regenerating what the sea is inexorably
removing, than before. In reality, he says, what mobilises and redistributes sand
nowadays is the dynamic of the ocean currents. It is not a case then, of further
degrading and eroding the natural soil in order to make more sediment, but rather of
taking action in the marine environment: “that is where detailed studies have to be
made of the implications of coastal work and where ways of reducing its impact have
to be planned”.

Climate change exists
[El cambio climético existe]
Javier Corcuera, La Nacion, 20-01-09

Obama represents the image of a generation conscious that green energies could
create jobs and revitalise industry. Initiatives, such as the Patagonia wind energy
project in Argentina, were put forward years ago. But it is under Obama that there
seems to be true, world-wide change. What is now a problem could become a whole
host of new opportunities.
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Environmental angst
Keith Lockitch, The Washington Times, 09-01-09

As ecology gains ever increasing momentum, more people are trying to live a “green”
lifestyle. But this makes us more confused and frustrated by the ecological message.
Many solutions bring new problems, and for all the more effort we make, it never
seems to be enough. Everything we do to sustain our lives leaves a footprint on nature
and the more we prosper, the more reasons we have to feel guilty. The only way not to
leave that footprint would be to die. We need to recognise that environmentalism is a
philosophy of guilt and sacrifice and that it has to be replaced by a philosophy
upholding the value of human life.

How to #x the earth
Editorial, NewScientist, 07-01-09

The editorial reflects on how the dramatic environmental situation facing the planet
means that technologies, that not long ago were classified as nonsense or pie in the
sky, now appear as passable roads towards repairing the damage already done. This is
the case, for example, with carbon dioxide capture technologies or the possibility of
resurrecting already extinct species. The obvious risk is that we take them as a way of
atoning for our environmental “sins” without taking steps to modify our way of life.
Certainly, “no technology is an adequate substitute for efforts to cut emissions,
preserve habitats and conserve endangered species” The line between unrealistic
fantasy and long-term vision is often very fine.

It will take more than goodwill and greenwash to save the biosphere
George Monbiot, The Guardian, 06-01-09

The company Shell pretended it was trying to fight against climate change, but like all
companies, it tends to sacrifice good intentions to economic gains. For a time it
seemed that Shell didn’t want to pretend any more and recognised that its 2006
adverts, where it claimed to be saving the world, were not honest. But now it has
returned to its messianic pretensions through misleading information. It makes
promises, but does not want to clarify how much money it is putting into research into
alternative energy. Only if the government forces it to, will it put economic gain into

the background.
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Saving the world, one molecule at a time
Jeneen Interlandi, Newsweek, 05-01-09

Synthetic biologists are working to make bacteria into little medicine factories
producing large quantities of medicine cheaply and easily. Jay Keasling has not only
discovered the molecular mechanism that allows this to be done, but has also placed it
freely at the disposal of his colleagues. He is not against companies making profit, but
he is against them doing it by squeezing the poorest people. He has managed to
reduce the cost of an anti-malaria drug, and now wants to apply it to other cases. He
wants to reinvent the pharmaceutical industry and also apply the same idea to
producing biofuels. Based on the most abundant material in nature, cellulose, energy
could be produced easily.

Sceptics skip the long view
Mike Steketee, The Australian, 03-01-09

What the current debate about climate change has shown is that neither the sceptics
nor the deniers are easily convinced, despite the fact that the consensus among
experts about global warming and its potentially harmful effects might seem
overwhelming and clear. The author wants to highlight how occasionally the vision of
those putting the reality of climate change into question is limiting in the short term,
in that they are able find various cases over the years in which the global temperature
decreased, but are missing the long view, in which the natural variability gets much
more diluted in the larger underlying trends, which, when viewed, raise far fewer
doubts about climate change. “The question is not whether there is absolute certainty
about the extent of global warming or its effects. Rather it is whether it is prudent to
take precautions against the probability that, unchecked and without adaptation,
climate change will cause significant economic and environmental damage”.

Green futures
Editorial, The Guardian, 23-12-08

Looking for solutions to the recession, politicians are proposing a green revolution
that could create jobs and improve the economy. Gordon Brown has promised to
build a new world and make the UK a pioneer in technology. Obama wants the same
thing and has created a council of scientists to achieve it. In Great Britain there is more
rhetoric than real work, while the USA, despite its laissez-faire philosophy, is doing
much more to support the new industries. One of the areas where Great Britain
should invest is in tidal energy, for example.
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Keynes and climate change
[Keynes y el cambio climético]
Teresa Ribera, El Pais, 22-12-08

By 2030, the IEA (International Energy Agency) estimates a 45% increase in global
energy demands, compared with 2006. Non-OECD countries will be responsible for
87% of this increase. The decisions taken will mark the energy and environmental
profile for the next S0 years and will mobilise more than 26 billion dollars between
2007 and 2030 in spending on energy infrastructure. Covering this new demand from
emerging countries in agreement with the conventional, thermal standard, would pose
a serious threat to the climate system and would mean a sizeable additional pressure
on the price of raw energy materials. Saving, efficiency and changes to the technology
model are key. The three major focuses of attention in this respect are: a change of
transport model, the reinvention of our homes to save energy and finally energy
infrastructure. This is the intention of the people behind IAREN, the international
renewable energy agency.

New world order on climate
Editorial, New Scientist, 17-12-08

When Angela Merkel was Minster of the Environment she was our ecological heroine,
but since becoming Chancellor she has prioritised the defence of the carbon and car
industries. She has been a bad influence in Europe. Now hope lies with the country
that used to represent the opposite viewpoint, the USA, thanks to Obama. He seems
serious and he is already taking action. It is necessary to combine negotiations and
treaties with political will, technology and the pursuit of profit.

Climate change is an issue of human rights
Mary Robinson, The Independent, 10-12-08

On the occasion of the sixtieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the author, a former UN Human Rights Commissioner, takes the opportunity
to place the fight against climate change in this context: “because climate change
presents a new and unprecedented threat to the human rights of millions,
international human rights law and institutions must evolve to protect the rights of
these peoples. But, most importantly, states must take urgent action to avoid more
serious and actionable violations of human rights”.
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Scepticism on climate change
Jeff Jacoby, The Herald Tribune, 09-12-08

The Heartland Institute is funding the next climate change conference to be held in

New York on March 8. It is not just another congress, as this one is bringing
together scientists sceptical that human actions have had a significant effect on the
planet... This scepticism is not monolithic, but they all believe that it is scientific to
consider alternative hypotheses.

Yes, you can change the climate, Mr Obama
Michel Le Page, NewScientist, 06-12-08

“You have promised to help Americans suffering from the economic crisis, to tackle
climate change and to bring about genuine change. Well, there is a way to achieve all
these goals” Thus the author begins, addressing himself directly to the new North
American president. At best, Kyoto is a noble plan, but it is ineffective and has made
us waste precious time we cannot afford to lose and is blocking better policies. In place
of Kyoto’s underlying approach based on carbon emission trading (and which the
author considers bureaucratic, requiring complex regulation and leaving a wide
margin for corruption and fraud), he proposes a carbon tax on fossil fuels. One of the
most solid arguments in its favour is that this tax will be hard to evade: anyone using
fossil fuels will immediately pay more. And to avoid the political and popular cost of a
measure like this, the author suggests to President Obama that the money raised by
the tax should be redistributed equally amongst all citizens: the “tax and 100%
dividend” scheme.

Long, detailed, impressive-but futile in the face of runaway climate change
George Monbiot, The Guardian, 02-12-08

Lord Turner has two jobs: as president of the Financial Services Authority, he has to
save capitalism, as president of the Committee on Climate Change, he has to save the
biosphere from the impact of capitalism. His latest report on climate change is
impressive, but futile. What he needs to do is propose a concrete set of steps we can
actually take, such as renegotiating emissions in Europe, not selling incandescent light
bulbs in the UK, investing in ecological measures for buildings, increasing public
transport and stopping all open cast coal mining.
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le planet is now so vandalised that only total energy renewal can save us
George Monbiot, The Guardian, 25-11-08

The author makes a strong and fundamental criticism of the last measures taken by
president Bush in the final months of his mandate (“His midnight regulations [ ... ]
will do almost as much damage in the last 60 days of his presidency as he achieved in
the foregoing 3,000”, and “Bush has waged his war on science with the same obtuse
determination with which he has waged his war on terror”). The author is
fundamentally worried about the destructive approach of the out-going North
American administration in relation to the challenge of climate change. The situation
is dramatic and it could already be too late, but not trying to do anything will always
be worse than any other possibility. The impression that the Obama administration
wants to change direction could be correct, but it is also true that the plan of action he
announced is completely obsolete, even before it has been put into practice. It would
have fitted perfectly into the situation as described in 1992, after the Earth Summit,
but science and events have not been frozen in time. In the author’s opinion only one
real option remains: a shock programme to replace all energy supplies. The cost of
such an action would be astronomical, but the governments of rich countries have
already developed a scheme like this with a different aim: the US federal government
alone has spent 4.2 billion dollars in response to the economic crisis. The author asks:
“do we want to be remembered as the generation that saved the banks and let the
biosphere collapse?”.

le green pseudo-revolution
Bjorn Lomborg, The Japan Times, 19-11-08

The world recession is calling global warming policy into question. And next year the
Kyoto protocol has to be renegotiated. It seems that the problem of job losses poses a
greater risk. But many ecologists are demanding that Obama makes big investments in
the green revolution saying that this will be good for the economy and create millions
of jobs. But this approach does not take into account the efficiency of this investment,
in fact the majority of green technology is characterised by low efficiency. These
problems can be studied in Denmark, where these investments have been made and
the results have not been what was expected.
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